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Foreword 


S  we  think  of  the  heritage  of  our  church  we  are  thankful 
that  there  have  been  those  along  the  way  who  have 
been  willing  to  lend  enough  of  their  time  and  talent  to  record 
much  of  the  history  of  the  church. 

In  1S!)4  Robert  Washington  Allison  wrote  an  interesting 
sketch  of  the  church's  history  covering  the  first  ninety  years. 

Then  in  1904,  when  the  church  observed  its  centennial,  Mrs. 
Richard  Sadler  Harris  wrote  and  printed  a  very  informative 
brochure,  which  included  pictures  of  the  former  church  build- 
ings and  many  of  its  former  pastors. 

In  R>-i7,  when  our  present  sanctuary  was  erected,  Morrison 
Harris  Caldwell  wrote  a  sketch  which  contained  many  items 
of  interest  that  had  not  previously  been  written.  This  paper 
was  read  at  the  cornerstone  dedication  and  was  placed  in  the 
cornerstone,  along  with  many  other  papers. 

And  now.  as  we  are  about  to  observe  the  sesqui-centennial, 
Mrs.  John  Franklin  Reed,  daughter  of  Mrs.  Harris  who  pre- 
pared the  1904  history,  has  prepared  and  written  a  very  com- 
prehensive and  interesting  sketch  bringing  the  record  up  to 
date.     We  are  grateful  to  Mrs.  Reed  for  this  splendid  work. 

The  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Concord,  North  Carolina, 
has  a  priceless  heritage.  Much  of  its  history  is  not  contained 
in  this  volume.  It  is  written  in  the  God-fearing  lives  of  many 
of  its  members  whose  names  do  not  appear  in  these  pages. 
There  has  been  no  attempt  or  endeavor  to  list  the  names  and 
places  of  leadership  of  all  the  members  who  have  been  active  in 
the  church,  or  to  record  in  detail  all  the  incidents  of  importance, 
but  this  history  is  published  with  the  hope  that  this  record 
may  inspire  future  generations  to  perpetuate  the  Christian  min- 
istry of  this  church. 

F.  C.  Niblock 
Clerk  of  the  Session 


Historical   Sketch    of    The   Presbyterian   Church 

In  the  Town  of  Concord,  Cabarrus  County, 

North   Carolina 


on 


(Copied  from   Session   Records.      Read   to   the   congregation 
May  6,  1894  at  4:30  P.  M.     at  a  special  service  on  the  tenth  an 
niversary  of  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  C.  M.  Payne,  D.  I).) 

Prepared  by  R.  W.  ALU  SOX 

T  IS  very  difficult  at  this  time,  to  give  a  correct  history  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  town  of  Concord,  as 
no  book  or  record  of  the  proceedings  of  any  session  of  the 
church  was  kept  from  the  organization  of  the  church  until 
about  the  year  1840.  The  church  was  probably  organized  in 
the  first  decade  of  this  century. 

The  first  date  stating  such  a  congregation  is  found  in  a  deed 
dated  14th  of  December,  1804,  and  28th  year  of  the  indepen- 
dence of  America,  from  John  .Masters.  Esquire,  for  and  in  con- 
sideration of  ten  pounds.  North  Carolina  currency  paid  by  |ohn 
Nishler,  Hugh  Carothers,  James  Scott,  John  Rogers,  Thomas 
White  and  Robert  Purviance.  Riders  of  Conkord  congregation, 
doth  convey  two  acres  of  land  to  said  elders,  naming  them,  for 
the  use  of  the  Concord  congregation,  to  build  a  meeting  house  on 
for  themselves  and  their  ministers,  or  any  other  Gospel  minister 
they  think  fit,  and  no  other,  warranting  the  title  to  the  said 
Elders, -their  successors  and  assigns.  This  deed  was  proven  at 
January  session,  1805,  and  recorded  in  Book  No.  5,  page  218 — 
the  spelling  same  as  in  the  deed. — "K"  in  Concord. 

Among  the  first  members  were  the  Elders  named  above,  with 
the  Milnsters,  Misenheimer,  Shinn,  Miller,  Hudson,  Huie.  Rus- 
gelj  Corner,  Ileadly.  These  all  lived  in  the  country.  The  town 
was  very  small  at  this  time  and  for  main-  years  afterwards. 

Man_\-  years  ago  the  writer  heard  it  said  that  the  first  place 
of  preaching  was  in  a  gin  house,  owned  by  the  Hon.  [ohn 
Phifer,  on  the  lot  where  John  K.  Patterson  now  lives,  on  Corbin 
Street,  the  Rev.  John  Robinson  being  the  preacher.  He  was 
then   Pastor  of   Poplar  Tent  Church. 

The  first  building  by  the  congregation  was  built  of  logs,  with 
twelve  corners,  weatherboarded  but  not  ceiled;  had  three  doors, 
window^  with  shutters,  but  no  sash,  very  little  comfort  in  sum- 
mer, and  less  in  winter.  This  house  was  probably  built  about 
the  rear  1810.     Was  torn  down  about  the  year  1835  or  1836. 

rhe  second  building  was  of  brick,  erected  on  the  same  site, 

which  is   still   standing", — was  used  as  a  house  of  worship   until 

ear   1874.     John   P.  Phifer.  one  of  the  Elders,  was  the  most 


Liberal  contributor  to  this  building;  through  his  zeal  and  liberal- 
ity  it    was  finished  in    1S37. 

The  third  building  is  also  of  1  trick,  and  was  erected  on  West 
Depot  Street  in  the  year  1873  and  1874,  and  first  used  as  a 
house  of  worship  in  October  1874,  when  the  Synod  of  North 
Carolina  held  its  annual  session  in  Concord.  It  is  a  very  com- 
fortable and  commodious  house.  From  L810  to  1835  the  names 
of  Young".  Mahan,  Pharr.  Burkhead,  Spears.  Cannon,  Harris, 
Coleman,  Allison,  Phifer,  Gibson,  Gorman,  Smith,  Price,  Wal- 
lace, Goodman,  Hill  and  Townsend,  appear.  The  Presbyterian 
was  the  only  church  in  the  town  of  Concord  until  about  1838, 
when  the  Methodists  built  on  Church  Street,  and  the  Lutherans 
built  in    1843  on  East  Corbin  Street. 

The  ministers,  as  well  as  can  be  ascertained:  Rev.  Jno. 
Robinson.  I).  1)..  pastor  of  Poplar  Tent  Church,  would  preach 
as  occasion  might  require,  until  about  1820.  LTp  to  this  time, 
in  addition  to  the  first  board  of  Elders  named.  David  Neisler 
and  George  Misenheimer  were  elected  Elders  in  1819.  Rev. 
Samuel  C.  Caldwell,  pastor  of  Sugaw  Creek  Church,  was  stated 
supply,  preaching  once  a  month  until  18*25;  during  his  term. 
in  1822,  [oseph  Young,  John  McL-ellan,  Israel  Rogers  and  Alex- 
ander Scott  were  elected  Elders.  Rev.  Jesse  Rankin,  pastor  of 
the  church  in  Salisbury,  was  stated  supply  from  L828  to  1830, 
preaching  once  a  month,  a  zealous,  working  man.  In  1821  or 
1828,  John  \Y.  Hamilton.  Thomas  V.  Cannon  and  David  Miller 
were  elected  Elders. 

Rtw.  John  M.  Erwin  was  stated  supply  from  1832  to  183-1, 
giving  the  whole  of  his  time.  Josiah  P.  White  and  Daniel  Cole- 
man were  elected  Elders  in  1833. 

Rev.  James  Elijah  Morrison  was  pastor  of  the  church  from 
1835  to  1853,  preaching  one-half  of  his  time  in  Concord,  and  the 
other  half  at  Bethpage,  of  which  church  he  was  also  pastor,  until 
1830;  after  this,  he  preached  in  Concord  the  whole  of  his  time 
until  1853,  when  he  removed  to  Anson  County,  and  died  there 
recentlv  at  an  advanced  age.  During  his  pastorate  in  Concord. 
in  1837,  John  F.  Phifer.  James  Pharr  and  William  Miller  were 
elected  Elders  ;  and  in  184?  R.  W.  Allison  and  J.  Wilson  Miller 
were  elected  Elders;  in  18-V2  A.  J.  Yorke,  Robt.  R.  Brown,  and 
A.  H.  Moss  were  elected  Elders;  and  in  1839  Dr.  E.  R.  Gibson. 
A.  B.  White  and  J.  P.  White  were  elected  Trustees. 

In  1853,  in  August,  Rev.  Daniel  Baker,  D.  D.,  of  Austin  Col- 
lege, Texas,  traveling  in  the  interest  of  the  college,  held  a  pro- 
tracted meeting  in  Concord,  with  very  fine  results — our  church 
was  very  much  stirred  and  commenced  growing  as  it  had  never 
done  before. 

Rev.  P.  Tinslev  Penick  was  pastor  of  the  church  from  Jan- 
uary 1854  to  January  I860,  when  he  was  called  to  a  church  in 
Virginia.  Rev.  Dr.  Plummer  said,  when  he  played  Moody,  he 
would  take   Bro.   Penick  for  his   Sankv ; — he   was   a   fine   singer 


as  well  as  a  good  preacher.  During  his  pastorate,  in  1856,  Vic- 
tor C.  Barringer  and  George  Fink  were  elected  Elders,  and  a 
Board  of  Deacons  was  first  elected  for  the  church,  to-wit :  Dr. 
E.  R.  Gibson,  A.  B.  White,  Dr.  L.  S.  Bingham,  Rufus  Barringer, 
John  McDonald.  Caleb  X.  White  and  James  C.  Cannon. 

Rev.  R.  B.  Anderson  was  stated  supply  in  1860,  and  then  be- 
came Chaplain  in  the  Arm}'.  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Kilpatrick  was  pastor 
in  1862  and  1863.  Rev.  R.  B.  Anderson  was  again  stated  sup- 
ply in  1865  for  a  short  time.  Rev.  Robert  Nail,  D.  D.,  of  Ala- 
bama, held  a  protracted  meeting  in  the  church  in  1866  with  good 
results. 

Rev.  E.  H.  Harding  was  pastor  of  the  church  from  1866  to 
l.s?o,  when  he  was  called  to  the  church  at  Milton.  X.  C.  Dur- 
ing his  pastorate,  in  1867,  C.  R.  White,  1.  C.  H.  Burkhead,  lames 
McDonald,  M.  M.  Gillon,  and  Dr.  J.  P.  Gibson  were  elected 
Deacons. 

In  December  1871,  Joseph  Y.  Allison,  David  F.  Cannon  and 
C.  R.  White  were  elected  Elders. 

Rev.  L.  McKinnon  was  pastor  of  the  church  from  1872  to 
1883;  he  was  then  called  to  the  church  in  Columbia,  S.  C,  and 
from  there  to  the  Presidency  of  Davidson  College,  where  he 
was  stricken  with  rheumatism,  from  which  he  is  still  suffering. 
This  church  was  very  fond  of  him,  and  sincerelv  svmpathizes 
with  him  in  his  affliction.  During  his  pastorate,  in  1875,  M.  M. 
Gillon  and  M.  W.  Johnston  were  elected  Elders,  and  in  1877, 
Nathaniel  Johnston  and  A.  X.  McNinch,  were  elected  Elders; 
in  1872  Elam  King,  P.  B  Fetzer  and  James  W.  Cannon  were 
elected  Deacons  and  in  1876  Jno.  A.  Kimmons  was  elected 
Deacon  and  in   1882  Geo.  M.  Lore  was  elected   Deacon. 

About  1873,  a  short  time  after  Rev.  L.  McKinnon  became  pas- 
tor, a  manse  was  built;  and  here  it  should  be  said,  that  for  this 
good  work  the  ladies  of  the  church  are  entitled  to  all  the  credit, 
for  they  certainly  worked  faithfully  and  effectively,  as  they  al- 
ways do. 

Rev.  C.  M.  Payne,  D.  D  .  the  present  pastor,  took  charge  of  the 
church  the  first  Sabbath  in  May  ls,s4,  just  ten  vears  ago.  Dur- 
ing his  pastorate  up  to  this  date,  the  following  Elders  have  been 
elected,  to-wit:  in  1886,  11.  1.  Woodhouse  and  M.  H.  Cald- 
well, and  in  1890  P.  B.  Fetzer  and  John  A.  Sims,  and  the  fol- 
lowing Deacons  were  elected,  to-wit:  in  1886,  W.  P.  Shealy,  and 
in  1890,  Jno.  C.  Leslie,  J.  W.  Burkhead,  and  W.  L.  Bell,  and  in 
1886,  the  following  Trustees  were  elected,  to-wit:  P.  B.  Fetzer, 
C.   R.  White,  and  D.  B.  Morrison. 

Through  the  blessing  of  our  God  and  Saviour,  the  church  is 
still  growing. 

In  addition  to  the  churches  named,  our  town  has  the  Epis- 
copal. German  Reformed,  and  Baptist,  and  all  have  comfort- 
able houses  of  worship  and  growing  congregations.  Truly  can 
we  say  that  "the  lines  have  fallen  to  us  in  pleasant  places.''  To 
God's  name  be  all  the  praise. 
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A  History  of  The  First  Presbyterian  Church 

Ccncord,    North    Carolina 

From   Its  Organization,    L8  >4.  to  the  Completion  of  the 
Present  New  Church   Building,   L905 

By 

MRS.  RICHARD  SADLER  HARRIS 

Written  at   the  request,  and  published   by  the  authority  of 
the  Session  of  the  Church 


I  planted  thee  a  noble  vine,  wholly  a  right  seed. — Jer.  2:21. 


LOCATION 

HE  organization  that  hears  the  name  of  the  First  Presby- 
terian Church  of  Concord  is  the  leading  church  of  its  de- 
nomination in  the  town  of  Concord.  Cabarrus  County,  North 
Carolina. 

Cabarrus  County  lies  midway  between  the  mountain  ranges 


of  the  west  and  the  seacoast  plains  of  the  east,  and  in  that  por- 
tion of  the  Piedmont  section  which  is  between  the  Yadkin  and 
Catawba  rivers,  and  which  from  its  earliest  settlement  has  been 
a  Presbyterian  stronghold  in  schools  and  churches. 

In  the  patriotism,  the  material  prosperity,  educational  and 
religions  culture  of  the  people  within  its  borders,  Cabarrus 
stands  foremost  among  the  counties  of  the  State. 

Being  a  part  of  Mecklenburg  in  1775,  Cabarrus  was  a  sharer 
in  the  Declaration  of  Independence;  three  miles  northwest  of  the 
county  scat,  on  the  Salisbury  road,  is  the  spot  where  the  Black 
Boys  destroyed  the  ammunition  wagon  train  of  the  British 
forces. 

Her  soldiers  were  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  in  the  Mexi- 
can war.  and  in  every  cemetery  in  the  county  lie  her  dead  sons 
brought  home  from  Confederate  battlefields.  Cabarrus  is  rich 
in  granite  and  gold  and  is  in  the  centre  of  the  cotton  mill  indus- 
try of  the  State.  Concord,  the  county  seat,  has  a  population  of 
nearly  K\<  >()(>,  and  is  surrounded  by  a  cordon  of  successfully 
operated  cotton  mills.  It  is,  also,  a  prohibition  town,  having  no 
barrooms  since  1886. 

Concord  is  built  on  an  elevated  ridge  that  slopes  westward, 
in  a  broad  sweep,  to  the  line  of  the  Southern  railway,  and  the 
traveler  sees  the  whole  town  spread  before  him  in  a  beautiful 
panorama. 

I ts  streets  are  lined  with  handsome  residences,  mercantile 
establishments  and  banking  houses  that  would  do  credit  to  a 
large  citv ;  has  graded  schools,  the  Central  building"  costing" 
$20,000;  sewerage,  electric  lights,  artesian  water,  daily  and 
weekly  newspapers,  churches  of  all  denominations,  and  every 
concomitant  that  makes  up  the  modern  life  of  an  enterprising" 
people. 

Through  its  market  flows  an  ever-increasing  tide  of  traffic 
in   all    lines   of   business. 

In  the  very  centre  of  this  busy  mart,  on  West  Depot  Street, 
one  of  the  main  thoroughfares,  stands  the  new  Presbyterian 
church,  an  imposing  edifice,  an  ornament  to  the  town,  erected 
in  this  the  centennial  year  of  the  congregation,  and  the  fourth 
year  of  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  George  H.  Cornelson,  Jr. 

BEGINNING 

Away  back  in  the  opening  years  of  the  last  century,  there 
were  Presbyterians  living  in  the  town  of  Concord.  These  Pres- 
byterians united  in  the  organization  of  a  church  and  the  elec- 
tion of  elders,  but  no  record  was  made  of  this  organization,  the 
election  of  these  officers,  or  of  any  other  church  business,  until 
about  the  year  1840.  The  late  R.  W.  Allison,  a  venerable  elder, 
and  a  man  of  remarkable  memory,  wrote  a  history  of  the  church, 
a  few  years  before  his  death,  and  in  it  is  embodied  all  that  can 


is:r>  -  fi 


1874 


now  be  learned  of  those  long'  ago  days  when  church  matters 
were  not  so  carefully  recorded  as  in  these  latter  times.  He 
writes  that  the  first  record  substantiating"  the  existence  of  the 
Concord  church,  is  a  deed,  proven  and  recorded,  bearing  date 
of  December  14th.  1804.  "whereby  John  Masters.  Esquire,  for 
and  in  consideration  of  ten  pounds.  North  Carolina  currency, 
paid  by  John  Xishler.  Hugh  Carothers.  James  Scott,  John  Rod- 
gers.  Thomas  White  and  Robert  Purviance,  elders  in  Conkord 
congregation,  doth  convey  2  acres  of  land  to  said  elders  for  the 
use  of  the  Conkord  congregation  to  build  a  meeting-house  on  for 
themselves." 

Concord  was  then  only  a  village  and  the  two  acres  were  on 
the  summit  of  a  small  elevation  in  the  southwestern  limits. 

The  first  church  was  a  log  house  about  40  feet  long.  As 
there  were  no  logs  to  be  found  of  that  length,  the  "garment  was 
cut  to  fit  the  cloth."  and  the  house  built  after  a  unique  design 
with  twelve  corners  This  was  done  by  the  addition  of  a  square 
annex  built  into  each  side,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  following 
diagram  of  the  floor  space. 


n. 


LJ" 


There  were  three  doors  to  this  house,  and  several  windows 
with  shutter-  but  no  glass. 

There  was  no  Sunday  school  in  cold  weather. 

This  house,  built  about  1810,  was  torn  down  in  is:!.'!  or  1836, 
and  a  brick  church  erected  on  the  same  site  which  was  used  by 
the  congresration  until   1NT4. 


DEACONS  IX  ORDER  OF  ELECTION 
1856 


Dr.  Edmund  R.  Gibson 
1  )r.  L.  S.  Bingham 
|ohn    McDonald 
James  C.  Cannon 

C.  K.  White 
lames   McDonald 
Dr.  J.  P.  Gibson 

Elam  King 

Tame>  \Y.  Cannon 


186r, 


1872 


A.  B.  White 
Rufus  Barringer 
Caleb  X.  White 


I.  C.  H.  Burkhead 
M.  M.  Gillon 


P.  B.  Fetzer 
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John   A,    Kimmons 
George  M.   Lore 
W.    P.   Shealy 

lohn   C.   Leslie 
W.    I..    Bell 

Dr.    1).    G.    Caldwell 
Brevard  E.  Harris 

E.  C.  Barnhardt 
E.   F.  White 


1816 
1882 
1886 
L890 

1895 

1S99 

1!»0  1 


I.  W.  Burkhead 


George  \V.  B 


S.   1.  Ervin 
H.'L.  Parks 


T.  F.  Good  son 


PRESENT  BOARD 


I.  \\  .  Cannon 
fohn  A.   Kimmon: 
G.  W.  Brown 
E.  C    Barnhardt 
E.   F,   White 
1.  F.  Goodson 


Elam  King 
G.  M.  Lore 

W  .   L.   Bell 
S.   I.  Ervin 

I  I."  I..  Bark? 


ELDERS  IN  ORDER  OF  ELECTION 

ISO! 


John    Xishler 
lames  Scott 
Thomas  White 

David  Xeisler 

Joseph  Young 
Israel   Rodgers 

[ohn  W.    I  lamilton 
David  Miller 

Josiah  P.  White 

John  F.  Phifer 
William   Miller 

R.   W.  Allison 


LS19 
1822 

827  or  1828 


Hugh  Carothers 
John    Rodgers 
Robert   Purviance 

George    Misenheimer 

John   McLellan, 
Alexander  Scott 

Thomas  V.  Cannon 


1833 
1837 

1847 


Daniel  Coleman 
James   Pharr 

T.  Wilson  Miller 
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REV.   JOHN   ROBINSON 


REV.  JESSE   RANKIN 


REV.   EL  TAH   MORRISON 


REV.   P  T.   PENICK 
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1852 
Aaron  J.  \  orke 
Robert  R,  Brown 

Victor  C.   Barringer 

Joseph  Y.  Allison 

C.  R.  White 

M.  M.  Gillon 

Nathaniel   Johnston 
H.  I.  Woodhouse 
P.   B.  Fetzer 

X.  D.  Fetzer 

Brevard   E.   Harris  ■<':' 

1901  \lf. 

D.  B.  Morrison  W.   W.  Stuart 
S.  W.  White 

PRESENT  BOARD  »M 

C.  R.  White  M.  M.  Gillon 

P.   B.  Fetzer  H.  I.   Woodhouse 

J.  A.  Sims  D.  G.  Caldwell 

B.   E.   Harris  D.    B.  'Morrison 

W.  W.  Stuart  S.  W.  White 


A.  H. 

Moss 

1856 

Georg 

e  Fink 

1  s ,  I 

D.  F. 

Canm  >n 

1875 

M.  YV 

.   Johnston 

1877 

A.  X. 

McNinch 

1886 

M.  H. 

Caldwell 

1890 

John 

A.  Sims 

1898 

D.  G. 

Caldwell 

1839 
First   Board  of  Trustees— E.   R.  Gibson,  A.   B.  White.   J.   P. 
White. 

188(5 
Second    Board   of  Trustees — P.    B.    Fetzer.   D.    B.    Morrison, 
C.  R.  White. 

Sunday  School  Superintendents — James  Pharr.  Wilson  Mil- 
ler, Rufus  Barringer,  A.  J.  Yorke,  C.  R.  White,  D.  F.  Cannon, 
H.  I.  Woodhouse,  B.  E.  Harris. 

Assistant  Superintendent — J.  A.  Sims. 

Teacher  of  Primary  Class  for  Many  Years — Mrs.  Maria  E. 
Partee  Foard  :  of  Little  Lights  at  the  time  of  the  corner-stone 
laying,  Miss  Tennie  Smith. 

Teacher  of  Young  Ladies'  Class  for  Many  Years — Mrs.  R. 
W.  Allison. 
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SOCIETIES 

Ladies'   Benevolent  Society. 

Woman's    Foreign    Missionary    Society. 

Young  Ladies'  Foreign  Missionary  Society. 

Busy    Bees,   Children's   Foreign   Missionary   Society. 

Senior  and  junior  Covenanter  Bands,  Number  7. 


ORGANISTS  (PIPE) 

Mrs.  Bettie  Miller  Lentz.  Mrs.  Salome  G.  Fetzer,  Mr.  Robert 
L.  Kee>ler.  Miss  Mary  Lewis  Harris.  Mrs.  D.  F.  Cannon.  Miss 
Lucy  Lore. 

CHOIR— 1874-190,1 


Mrs    Luther  McKinnon 
Mrs.   Bettie  Harris  Wilson 
Mrs.  Alida  W.   Burkhead 
Mrs.  Kate  F.  Noel 
Mrs.   Annie  S.   Herring 
Mrs.  H.   I.  Woodhouse 
Mrs.  Moselle  K.  Hall 
Miss  Lou  Stuart 
Miss  Rosalie  M.   Harris 
M'ss  Kate  Morrison 
C.  R.  White.  L850 
Thomas  J.  Fetzer 
James    L.    Watson 
Thomas   I.  White 
M     B.  Schubert 
Dr.  H.  C.  Herrine 


Mrs  Jennie  W  .   Johnston 

Mrs.  Salome  Goodson  Fetzer 

Mrs.  Moselle  F.   Means 

Mrs.  Corinne  H.  Shinn 

Mrs.   Annie   C.    Fitzgerald 

Mrs.  C.  F.  Ritchie 

Mrs.  Adella  S.  Parks 

Miss  Willie  Richmond 

Miss  Alice  Sims 

Miss  Marv  Lewis   Harris 

A.  E.  Lentz,  187-1 

H.  1.  Woodhouse 

fames   Lentz 

F.  C.   1  low  land 

Edgar  B.  Caldwell 


PRESENT  CHOIR 


Miss  Gertrude  Caldwell 
Miss  Edna  M.  Pitts 
Miss  Mamie  Lentz 
Miss    Mary    Lewis    Harris 
Daniel   Phifer 
Ed  Sherrill 


Miss  Rosalie  M.   Harri: 
Miss  Alida  White 
Miss  May  White 
A.  E.   Lentz 
E.   T.   Jones 
Will  Pitts 


Sons  of  the  Church  Who  Have  Entered  the  Ministry — Rev. 
Joseph  V.  Allison,  of  Louisiana;  Rev.  W.  A.  Gillon,  of  Texas;  * 


*   (Rev.   Robert   Silvanus  Arrowood  was  a  member  of  this  church  from   1881  to  1886  when 
he  was  ordained  by  Concord  Presbvterv.) 
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REV.  ROBERT  B.  ANDERSON 


REV.    EPHRAIM    HARDING 


REV.  LUTHER  McKINXON 


REV.   C.   M.   PAYNE 
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PASTORS  AND  STATED  SUPPLIES 


REV.  DR.  JOHN  ROBINSON 

Pastor  of  Poplar  Tent  church,  held  services  occasionally  for 
the  Concord  congregation  until  about  1820,  preaching  at  first 
in  a  gin  house  on   Corbin   street. 

REV.  SAMUEL  CALDWELL 

Pastor  of  Sugaw  Creek  Church,  as  stated  supply,  held  services 
once  every  month  until  1825. 

REV.  JESSE  RANKIN 

Pastor  of  Salisbury  church,  was  stated  supply  from  1825  to 
l.So<>.  preaching'  once  every  month. 

REV.  JOHN  M.  ERVIN 

As  stated  supply,  gave  the  church  the  whole  of  his  time  from 
^s^o2  to  1834. 

REV.  JAMES  ELIJAH  MORRISON 

In  1835,  took  pastoral  charge  of  Concord  and  Bethpage 
churches,  giving  half  his  time  to  each,  until  1839,  when  he  re- 
signed the  charge  of  Bethpage  and  gave  his  whole  time  to  Con- 
cord, his  pastorate  of  this  church  covering  a  period  of  eighteen 
years. 

It  was  in  this  pastorate  that  the  first  board  of  tru>tees  was 
elected,  the  first  brick  church  built  and  the  church  property  en- 
larged by  the  purchase  of  several  acres  of  land  adjoining  the 
original  tract,  and  extending  to  what  is  now  West  Depot  Street 
from  Dr.  Kiah  P.  Harris.  A  part  of  the  new  purchase  was  add- 
ed to  the  cemetery,  This  second  church  building,  which  was  a 
commodious,  well-lighted  church  home,  seating  between  four 
hundred  and  five  hundred  people,  is  still  standing.  The  pulpit 
was  placed  in  the  north  end:  there  were  two  side  doors  and  two 
south  end  doors,  opening  into  a  narrow  vestibule,  from  which 
corner  stairways  led  to  three  galleries  above.  The  west  gallery 
was  assigned  to  the  colored  members,  and  on  communion  seas- 
ons the  bread  and  wine  were  passed  to  the  colored  communi- 
cants l>v  the  elders,  after  the  white  members  were  served. 

There  were,  from  the  beginning,  many  families  living  in  the 
counti")  around  who  belonged  to  this  church,  and  the  preaching 
services  were  arranged  to  suit  their  convenience.  An  immense 
oak  stood  just  in  front  of  the  church,  with  other  trees  near  by. 
and  the>e  made  a  good  shade  for  the  carriages  and  buggies  of 
the  countrv  members. 
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Sunday  school  was  held  in  the  morning',  preaching  at  eleven 
o'clock,  with  an  intermission  of  an  hour  for  dinner.  The  town 
people  would  take  dinner  at  home  and  the  country  folks  or>en 
their  baskets  and  be  through  with  their  lunch,  always  bountiful 
and  good,  in  time  for  the  afternoon  service  at  two  o'clock.  There 
would  be  no  service  at  night. 

The  Ladies'  Benevolent  Society  was  organized  in  18-15,  with 
All  s .    U.   \\  .   Allison  as  president. 

Singing  schools  were  popular,  and  the  young  people  of  all 
denominations  learned  to  sing  by  note.  Wilson  Miller,  Robert 
Brown  and  Nelson  Price  led  the  congregational  singing  for 
many  years.  About  1852,  a  cabinet  orsran  was  bought,  and  the 
choir,  led  by  Elder  C.  R.  White,  with  Mrs.  Victor  C.  Barringer 
r.s  organist,  occupied  the  end  gallery  opposite  the  pulpit. 

Mr.  Morrison  lived  on  what  is  now  the  McDonald  farm,  a 
mile  from  his  church.  For  many  years  he  taught  a  b  v's  school, 
at  first  in  the  session  house,  and  later  in  a  hou  e  dn  .t  stool 
among  the  large  o  ks  at  the  home  of  Mr.  \V.  A.  Smith  on  North 
Union  street. 

In  the  month  of  August,  1853,  a  great  revival  occurred  in 
this  congregation,  resulting  from  a  protracted  meeting  held  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Daniel  Baker,  of  Austin,  Texas. 

He  began  every  service  with  the  hymn,  "Blow  Ye  the  Trum- 
pet, Blow,"  and  these  verses  became  as  familiar  as  a  household 
word. 

The  congregations  were  gathered  from  both  town  and  coun- 
try and  the  time  is  yet  remembered  as  that  happy  hour  when 

"The  Spirit   like   some  heavenly   wind 

Blows  on  the  sons  of  flesh  ; 
Xew  models  all  the  carnal  mind 

And    forms    the    man    afresh." 

REV.  PETER  TIXSLEY   PENICK 

In  January,  1854,  accepted  the  pastorate  of  this  church,  re- 
signed in  the  autumn  of  the  previous  year  by  Mr.  Morrison,  and 
filled  the  pulpit  until  1860,  when  he  left  North  Carolina  to  take 
charge  of  a  church  in  Virginia. 

He  was  a  man  of  untiring  activity  as  a  pastor,  and  of  intense 
earnestness  as  a  preacher,  and  by  "the  blessing  of  God  on  his 
labors,  the  fruits  of  the  great  revival  were  garnered  and  the 
church  greatly  strengthened.  Sunday  school  hour  was  changed 
to  the  afternoon  and  preaching  service  held  morning  and  night. 

Mr.  Penick  was  gifted  with  a  voice  of  wonderful  compass  and 
power  ;  he  could  sing  from  bass  to  soprano,  believed  in  keeping 
good  time,  and  if  the  choir  got  to  lagging,  would  join  in  with  his 
trumpet  tones  and  lead  the  congregation  himself.  On  Sabbath 
nights  in  summer,  when  windows  were  up,  his   voice  could  be 
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heard  for  blocks  around  rising  above  the  singing  of  the  con- 
gregation. 

The  church  bell  was  bought  about  1854  by  Elder  A.  J.  Yorke, 
who  was  commissioned  at  the  same  time  to  buy  a  bell  for  the 
Methodist  congregation,  and  also  one  for  the  Lutheran  congre- 
gation. 

REV.   ROBERT   B.  ANDERSON 

As  stated  supply,  succeeded  Mr.  Penick  in  the  latter  part  of 
I860.  He  remained  one  year,  accepting  a  chaplaincy  in  the  Con- 
federate army  in  1861. 

REV.   WILLIAM   M.   KILPATRICK 

Just  graduated  from  the  Seminary,  was  pastor  for  two  years 
following,  1862-1863.  He  conducted  the  funeral  service  of  the 
first  Confederate  soldier  brought  home  from  the  battlefield  for 
burial.  In  those  troublous  days  the  weekly  prayer  meeting  was 
held  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  in  the  Presbyterian  church, 
all  denominations  uniting.  Mr.  Kilpatrick  coming  in.  would 
often  see  only  a  handful  of  women  and  children,  and.  as  there 
was  no  paid  sexton,  would  go  out  and  ring  the  bell  himself  to 
gather  in  a  few  more.  He  accepted  a  call  from  a  church  in 
Texas,  and  leaving  here  was  succeeded  by 

REX".  ROBERT  B.  ANDERSON 

who  was  again  a  stated  supply  for  a  short  time  in  the  early 
part  of  1865.  He  resigned  during  the  summer  to  take  charge  of 
a  church   in   Columbia,  South  Carolina. 

In  the  summer  of  L866,  Rev.  Robert  Nail,  of  Alabama,  held  a 
protracted  meeting,  attended  with  great  blessing.  A  few  weeks 
later  Rev.  Dr.  Kirkpatrick,  then  President  of  Davidson  College. 
held  another  meeting,  during  which  he  admonished  the  church 
of  the  duty  of  securing  a  pastor — of  praying  for  one — the  pulpit 
having  been  vacant  for  months.  It  was  a  time  of  domestic  dis- 
order, of  financial  stress,  the  surges  of  war  had  not  subsided, 
and  tears  were  still  flowing  for  him  win)  returned  not  from  bat- 
tle. In  this  period  of  social  and  political  upheaval,  the  church 
buffered  as  well  as  the  State.  But  the  elders,  and.  no  doubt, 
many   members   were   prayerfully    meditating. 

"Surely  once  this  garden  flourished, 

Every  plant  was  fair  and  green  ; 
Then  Thy  word  our  spirits  nourished, 

Happy  seasons  we  have  seen. 
But  a  drouth  has  since   succeeded, 

And  a  sad  decline  we  see — ■ 
Lord,  Thy  help  is  sadlv  needed. 

Help  can   only  come  from  Thee." 
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And  help  came.     In  the  autumn  of  that  same  year,  1866, 

REV.  EPHRAIM  HARDING,  D.  1)., 

accepted  the  pastorate  of  the  church.  He  came  as  a  comforter, 
a  strengthener,  a  wise  counsellor  in  this  time  of  adversity.  He 
taught  patience  under  national  disappointment,  submission  to 
the  powers  that  be.  and  revived  hope  and  courage  in  a  dispirited 
people. 

Irregular  services  were  a  thing  of  the  past ;  the  bell  was  rung- 
no  matter  what  the  weather  ;  Dr.  Harding  was  there  to  preach 
and  his  sermons,  so  full  of  instruction,  attracted  large  congre- 
gations. The  church  was  again  filled  with  worshipping  assem- 
blies. All  but  the  west  gallery — that  was  nearly  deserted:  in  a 
few  years  entirely  so,  and  the  church  has  since  had  no  colored 
membership. 

Dr.  Harding  remained  pastor  for  four  years,  accepting  a  call 
in  the  autumn  of  1870  to  the  church  in  Milton,  North  Carolina, 
and  was  succeeded  by 

REV.  MR.  TITTLE. 

As  stated  supply  for  a  short  time  in  the  early  part  of  1871. 

REV.  LUTHER  McKINNON,  D.  D., 

Took  pastoral  charge  of  the  church  in  18?;!.  and  under  his  wise 
administration  the  congregation  entered  upon  a  period  of  great 
prosperity.  He  was  a  pastor  of  rare  executive  ability,  zeal  and 
faithfulness.  In  the  beginning  of  his  pastorate,  he  inaugurated 
the  home  mission  work  of  the  church,  which  has  since  grown  to 
such  great  proportions  ;  introduced  the  envelope  system  of  con- 
tributions, and  with  almost  prophetic  vision  as  to  the  future 
growth  of  the  congregation,  guided  the  church  into  the  selection 
of  a  fortunate  building  site,  fronting  West  Depot  street,  for  the 
erection  of  a  new  church  larger  and  more  accessible. 

This  church,  built  of  brick,  was  completed  in  1874  and  its 
doors  opened  to  welcome  the  Synod  of  North  Carolina  in  the 
month  of  October. 

Elders  A.  N.  McNinch  and  C.  R.  White  started  Sunday 
school  work  at  Forest  Hill  and  in  the  country  near  town,  and 
from  these  schools  grew  the  churches  at  Forest  Hill  and  Zion. 
the  latter  of  which  was  organized  in  this  pastorate. 

In  1873,  property  was  bought  and  a  manse  erected  on  West 
Depot  street. 

The  fine  pipe  organ,  which  is  such  a  delightful  addition  to 
the  music,  was  bought  in  1880. 

The  afternoon  service  of  communion  Sunday  was  given  to 
household  meetings.  It  was  the  appointed  time  for  infant  bap- 
tisms and  for  special  talks  to  the  children  of  the  Sabbath  school. 
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KEY.    \V.    C.    ALEXANDER 


REV.  GEORGE  H.  CORNELSON,  JR. 


REV.    R.    S.    HOPE 


AIR.  R.  W.  ALLISON 
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Dr.  McKinnon  resigned  this  pastorate  in  September,  1883,  to 
take  charge  of  a  church  in   Columbia,   South   Carolina. 

REV.  DR.  CHARLES  MONTGOMERY  PAYNE 

Accepted  the  call  of  the  Concord  church  in  Mav,  1884,  and  for 
ten  years  labored  most  successfully  to  build  up  the  people  of  his 
charge  in  every  good  word  and  work.  The  home  mission  work 
of  the  church  was  continued,  the  chapel  at  Forest  Hill  was  com- 
pleted, and  preaching  service  held  and  communion  administered 
by  Dr.  Payne  whenever  occasion  required. 

He  was  an  enthusiast  on  the  subject  of  foreign  missions,  and 
gave  an  impetus  to  that  work  in  this  church  which  continues  to 
this  day. 

He  organized  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary-  Society,  the 
Young  Ladies'  Price  Society,  the  Busy  Bee  Society,  the  Readv 
Hands  (boys)   Society — all  foreign  mission  societies. 

It  was  in  this  pastorate  that  the  name  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Concord  was  adopted  by  the  congregation  on  motion 
of  Elder  R.  W.  Allison. 

The  baptismal  font  is  the  gift  of  Dr.  ravne  to  the  church. 
The  Synod  of  North  Carolina  was  again  convened  in  Concord 
church  during  Dr.  Payne's  pastorate,  and  the  music  bv  Mr. 
Keesler's  choir  was  a  delightful  feature  of  the  occasion. 

In  the  winter  of  1887-88  a  protracted  meeting  was  conducted 
by  Evangelist  R.  G.  Pearson   that  awakened  great  interest. 

A  full  choir  led  the  music,  and  the  church  was  crowded  to 
the  very  doors;  the  aisles  and  the  vestibule  were  full,  people  sat 
on  the  pulpit  steps  and  on  the  platform,  and  at  every  service 
many  remained  outside  unable  to  get  seats.  It  is  said  that  1200 
people  were  sometimes  within  sound  of  the  preacher's  voice. 
The  meeting  was  greatly  blest,  and  there  were  many  accessions 
to  membership. 

The  tenth  anniversarv  of  this  pastorate  was  celebrated  by 
services  at  the  church,  at  which  all  the  ministers  of  other  de- 
nominations in  town  were  present ;  the  history  and  work  of  the 
church  were  reviewed  and  a  closing  address  delivered  by  the 
pastor. 

Dr.  Payne  resigned  this  charge  in  the  late  summer  of  1894, 
and  accepted  the  call  of  the  church  at  Washington,  North  Car- 
olina. 

He  was  succeeded  in  the  pastoral  office  by 

REAL  W.  C.  ALEXANDER 

Who,  as  an  able  and  earnest  expounder  of  the  Word,  filled  the 
pulpit  with  great  acceptance,  and  one  who  by  his  sympathetic 
ministrations  as  a  pastor  won  the  hearts  of  his  people  and  is  still 
held  in  affectionate  remembrance. 

He  was  heartily  welcomed  by  the  congregation  on  the  first 
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Sabbath  in  December  when  he  delivered  his  opening  sermon  as 
pastor  of  the  church. 

In  surveying  his  new  field  of  labor,  Mr.  Alexander  was  im- 
pressed with  the  urgent  need  of  mission  work  among  the  rap- 
idly-increasing population  of  the  cotton  mill  sections,  and.  with 
wisely  directed  energy,  led  the  congregation  to  greater  interest 
and  liberality  in  meeting  the  spiritual  needs  of  the  people  close 
at  hand.  By  his  untiring  zeal  in  this  cause,  the  church,  during 
his  pastorate,  carried  on  the  home  mission  work  with  activity, 
success  and  blessing. 

In  addition  to  the  work  at  Forest  Hill,  a  chapel  was  built  at 
Patterson  cotton  mill,  four  miles  from  town  ;  a  commodious  brick 
church  erected  at  Cannonville,  and  a  Sunday  school  and  a  con- 
gregation organized  at  both  places. 

The  progress  and  importance  of  this  work  were  so  ablv  pre- 
sented to  Concord  Presbytery  by  Mr.  Alexander,  as  to  secure 
the  co-operation  of  that  bod}*  in  supplying  the  pulpits  of  these 
mission  churches  with  pastors.  Rev.  Alonzo  K.  Pool  arrived  in 
the  summer  of  1895  to  take  charge  of  Forest  Hill,  Patterson 
Mill.  White  Hall  and  the  Stanly  field.  He  resigned  after  two 
year's  service  and  Rev.  Charles  F.  Rankin  accepted  the  call  to 
take  charge  of  these  churches  (with  the  exception  of  the  Stanly 
field),  and  also  of  Cannonville,  then  newly  built. 

On  his  resignation  to  accept  a  call  from  the  church  at  Red 
Springs,  North  Carolina.  Rev.  Cochran  Preston  succeeded  him 
as  pastor  of  these  churches;  and  later.  Rev.  Mr.  Duncan,  as  stat- 
ed supply,  took  charge  of  Forest  Hill.  Mr.  Duncan  resigned  after 
a  short  term  of  service  and  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  \Y.  A.  Gillon 
as  pastor  of  Forest  II ill  February.  1901. 

The  school  at  Sunderland  Hall,  conducted  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  Northern  Presbyterian  church,  and  established  dur- 
ing this  pastorate,  came  also  within  Mr.  Alexander's  care,  and 
he  received  manv  of  the  young  ladies  into  the  communion  of  the 
church. 

A  meeting,  continuing  nearly  two  weeks,  was  held  by  Rev. 
William  R.  Black,  synodical  evangelist  of  North  Carolina,  which 
awakened  great  interest  and  resulted  in  blessing  to  the  church. 

In  this  pastorate  the  hymn  books  were  changed,  the  old  be- 
ing laid  aside  for  the  Hymns  of  the  Ages.  The  Covenant  Band 
Xumber  7  was  organized,  and  the  third  Sabbath  of  every  month 
appointed  as  the  regular  day  on  which  the  Sabbath  School 
should  contribute  to  the  support  of  the  Orphanage  at  Barium 
Springs. 

In  the  late  autumn  of  IS!)!)  Mr.  Alexander  resigned  his  charge 
of  the  church  and  accepted  a  call  to  the  Maryland  Avenue 
church  in  Baltimore. 

On  the  first  Sabbath  in  December  he  delivered  his  farewell 
discourse  from  the  words  of  John's  gospel,  "Behold  the  Lamb  of 
God  which  taketh  away  the  sins  of  the  world." 
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This  sermon,  so  full  of  the  marrow  of  the  gospel,  was  a  ten- 
der, solemn  epitome  of  his  five  year's  preaching'.  During  the 
year  following,  the  pulpit  was  filled  by  visiting  ministers  until 
the  first  Sabbath  of  December.  1900,  when 

REV.  GEORGE  H.  CORXELSOX.  JR., 

Having  accepted  the  call  of  the  church  extended  in  September, 
delivered  his  first  sermon  as  pastor,  from  Romans  15:29,  "And 
i  am  sure  that  when  I  come  unto  you,  1  shall  come  in  the  full- 
ness of  the  blessing  of  the  gospel  of  Christ." 

This  discourse  was  an  inspiring  earnest  of  the  "fullness  of 
blessing"  with  which  this  ministry  has  been  attended.  Mr.  Cor- 
nelson  has  greatly  endeared  himself  to  the  people  of  his  charge. 
and  the  church,  following  his  aggressive  leadership,  has  gone 
forward,  in  peace  and  prosperity,  to  greater  usefulness  than 
ever  before. 

The  home  mission  work  has  been  extended  to  the  outlying 
section  of  the  Gibson  mill  district,  a  Sundav  School  established 
there,  a  neat  chapel  built,  and  a  congregation  organized  as  the 
Westminster  church.  The  members  of  the  First  church  teach 
regularly  in  the  Sabbath  school  of  Westminster,  as  also  in 
those  of  the  other  mission  churches. 

The  chapel  at  Forest  Hill  has  been  sold;  an  attractive  church 
building,  with  full  seating  capacity,  erected  on  North  Church 
street,  and  the  name.  McKinnon  church,  adopted  by  the  congre- 
gation. Adjoining  property  has  been  bought  for  a  manse,  and 
a  new  manse  built  for  the  Cannon ville  church. 

In  June,  1901,  the  trustees  of  the  First  church  transferred 
the  church  propertv  at  McKinnon,  Patterson  Mill  and  Cannon- 
ville  to  the  trustees  of  those  churches. 

Rev.  R.  P.  Bayless  supplied  Westminster  in  1902.  and  also 
China  Grove  in  1903,  and  on  the  resignation  of  Rev.  W.  A.  Gil- 
Ion  at  McKinnon,  preached  for  the  congregation  there  until  the 
arrival  of  the  present  pastor,  Rev.  Mr.  Hanev,  who  now  has 
charge  of  both   McKinnon   and   Westminster  churches. 

Rev.  John  Wakefield  has  succeeded  Rev.  Cochran  Preston 
as  pastor  of  Cannonville  church. 

In  the  summer  of  190i2,  Rev.  J.  F.  Preston  visited  the  church 
in  the  interest  of  foreign  missions,  and  in  October  following 
the  congregation  assumed  the  support  of 

REV.  R.  S.  HOPE. 

of  Toyohashi,  Japan,  as  its  representative  on  the  foreign  field. 

During  the  same  summer,  the  church  building  was  thor- 
oughly cleaned,  repaired,  and  the  floor  laid  with  new  carpet. 

In  January,  1903,  Rev.  R.  G.  McLees,  synodical  evangelist 
of  South  Carolina,  held  a  protracted  meeting,  preaching  twice 
daily  for  nearly  two  weeks.  The  services  were  greatly  blest, 
and  there  were  about  50  accessions  to  the  membership,  princi- 
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pally  from  the  children  of  the  Sunday  school  and  the  pupils  of 
Sunderland  Hall. 

In  the  month  of  February  following,  a  strip  of  land  adjoining 
the  church  property,  was  bought  from  Mr.  Charles  Wagoner  for 
$32.">.  in  anticipation  of  additional  room  needed  for  the  erection 
of  a  new  church. 

The  Sunday  school  of  this  church  has  an  enrollment  of  23 
teachers  and  238  scholars,  including  the  pastor's  Bible  class. 

The  teachers  in  the  Sunday  school  are  prepared  for  their 
work  by  attendance  on  the  prayer-meeting  service,  at  which  the 
lesson  for  the  coming  Sabbath,  is  the  subject  of  the  lecture,  and 
also  by  a  supplementary  conference,  led  by  the  pastor,  at  the 
close  of  prayer  meeting. 

The  duty  of  contributing  generously  to  the  support  of  the 
Orphanage  at  Barium  Springs  is  kept  prominently  before  the 
congregation  by  both  the  pastor  and  the  superintendent  of  the 
Sabbath  school. 

For  the  year  ending  March,  190.5,  the  church  reported  mem- 
bership and  contributions  as  follows: 

Members  received  by  examination   49 

Members  received  by  certificate 9 

Total 58 

Members  lost  by  removals,  death,  discipline  31 

Net  gain  . 27 

Making,  with  members  previously  reported,  a  membership  of  500 

CONTRIBUTIONS 

General   expenses $  2,108.46 

Foreign   Missions 724.82 

Assembly's  Home   Missions  10.58 

Local   Home  Missions - 1,031.29 

Education,  Twentieth  Century  Fund,  $285.05; 

Barium  Orphanage,  $306.51 591.56 

Publication    , 15.05 

Bible   Cause 7.56 

Ministerial   Relief  19.93 

Colored  Evangelism  6.12 

Presbyterial 50.00 

Paid  on  new  church  account  12,653.90 

Making  a  grand  total  of $17,219.27 

( )f  this  amount  the  Societies  contributed  as  follows : 

Ladies'  Benevolent  Society $400.50 

Woman's  Foreign  Missionarv  Society  182.17 

Young  Ladies'  Foreign  Missionary  Society  106.30 

Busy  Bee  Society 15.00 

Senior  and  junior  Covenanters 25.65 
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The  congregation  had  continued  worshipping  in  the  church 
built  in  1874,  30  years  hack,  long  after  it  was  called  "shabby," 
and  its  seating  capacity  taxed  to  accommodate  the  growing  at- 
tendance, preferring,  in  self-denial,  to  provide  the  congregations 
o\  McKinnon,  Patterson  Mill,  Cannonville  and  Westminster 
with  suitable  houses  of  worship  before  undertaking  the  long  de- 
layed work  of  building  a  new  church   for  themselves 

The  need  for  a  building  of  modern  design  and  equipment  was 
now  felt  to  be  imperative.  A  sermon  by  the  pastor  from  the 
wrords  of  Xehemiah,  "Let  us  rise  up  and  build,"  strengthened 
the  people  for  the  work  before  them.  Elders  P.  B.  Fetzer  and 
D.  B.  Morrison,  Deacons  J.  W.  Cannon  and  G.  M.  Lore,  with 
Mr.  J.  P.  Allison,  were  elected  as  a  building  committee.  This 
committee  accepted  a  plan  submitted  by  Architect  |.  M.  Mc- 
Michael,  of  Charlotte,  and  awarded  the  contract  for  building  to 
R.  A.   Brown,  of  Concord. 

On  Sunday,  March  27th,  Rev.  P.  B.  Reed,  of  South  Carolina, 
closed  a  protracted  meeting  of  the  previous  week,  and  preached 
the  last  sermon  in  the  old  church.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
evening  service,  the  congregation  passed  out,  never  again  to 
assemble  in  this  place  of  so  many  sacred  memories  and  hallowed 
associations.  Elders  D.  F.  Cannon  and  X.  D.  Fetzer,  Mrs.  L.  X. 
Burleyson,  Mrs.  C.  R.  White.  Mrs.  M.  J.  Scott.  Miss  Fannie 
Young  and  Mr.  C.  C.  Caldwell  crossed  the  threshold  to  join  the 
church  triumphant  before  the  close  of  the  passing  year. 

On  the  next  morning  the  organ,  carpet  and  other  furnishings 
were  stored  away,  the  seats  sent  out  to  the  new  Presbyterian 
church  at  Harrisburg,  and  the  empty  building  given  over  to 
Contractor  Brown.  This  was  soon  torn  down  and  the  founda- 
tion of  the  new  church  laid  a  few  feet  west  of  the  old  building 
and  about  the  same  distance  from  the  pavement  of  West  Depot 
Street.  The  congregation  held  service  at  first  in  the  City  Hall. 
and  later  in  the  Central  school  building. 

The  corner-stone  of  the  new  church  was  laid  with  appropri- 
ate ceremonies  on  the  afternoon  of  June  14th,   P»<)4. 

Rev.  Dr.  James  Henly  Thornwell,  of  Fort  Mill,  South  Caro- 
lina, was  present  by  invitation,  and  delivered  an  address  in 
the  auditorium  of  the  graded  school  building. 

At  the  close  of  his  address,  the  assemblv  moved  in  proces- 
sion to  the  church  grounds,  where,  after  Divine  blessing  was  in- 
voked by  the  pastor  of  the  church.  Dr.  Thornwell  read  a  paper 
on  the  Origin  of  Corner-stone  Laying,  the  primary  class  of  Lit- 
tle Lights,  wdio  had  paid  for  the  corner-stone,  rendered  a  famil- 
iar hymn,  and  the  chairman,  P.  B.  Fetzer.  of  the  building  com- 
mittee, placed  in  the  receptacle  of  the  stone  a  sealed  box  con- 
taining a  current  number  of  the  Christian  Observer,  one  of  the 
Presbyterian  Standard,  the  paper  read  by  Dr.  Thornwell.  a  copy 
of  the  Church  Directory,  list  of  the  building-  committee,  list  oi 
the   Little    Lights.   The  History  of  Poplar   Tent   Church,   and   a 
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copy  of  the  Charlotte  Observer.  The  ceremonies  closed  with  a 
prayer  by  the  pastor  and  the  benediction  by  Dr.  Thornwell. 

The  new  building-  is  a  brick  structure,  with  basement,  main 
floor  and  gallery;  a  front  of  92  feet,  the  walls  with  buttress  and 
stone  coping,  running  back  88  feet  to  the  rear,  which  is  built  in 
semi-circular  form.  There  arc  two  main  entrances  from  the 
street,  which  open  into  handsomely  tiled  vestibules,  between 
which  are  the  ladies'  society  room,  with  projecting  circular 
front,  ornamented  with  art  glass  windows  and  the  adjoining" 
pastor's  study. 

The  pulpit  platform  is  in  front  of  the  interior,  the  organ  and 
choir  occupying  the  arched  recess  in  rear  of  the  pastor's  desk, 
which  stands  well  forward  to  the  centre,  bringing  the  speaker 
within  full  view  and  hearing  of  every  occupant  of  the  pews. 
There  are  two  side  entrances,  an  inclined  floor,  a  gallery  around 
the  entire  auditorium  ;  twenty-two  class  rooms,  with  arrange- 
ment by  sliding  partitions  for  eight  additional  rooms. 

The  heating  is  supplied  by  hot  air;  arched  windows  of  clear 
glass,  of  art  glass  and  memorial  windows  admit  of  light  and 
ventilation  ;  electric  jets,  in  lines  conforming  to  the  semi-circu- 
lar contour  of  the  auditorium  and  to  the  arch  above  the  plat- 
form, gives  a  brilliant  illumination  which  is  heightened  bv  the 
white  color  scheme  of  the  walls  and  ceiling. 

The  church  bears  five  memorial  windows,  four,  erected  by 
families  of  the  congregation  to  their  departed  relatives,  and 
one.  which  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  and  the 
Voting  Ladies  Foreign  Missionary  Society  have  united  in  plac- 
ing to  the  memory  of  Rev.  I  )r.  C.  M.  Pavne.  The  massive 
chairs  and  handsome  desk  ornamenting  the  pulpit  platform  were 
presented  by  the  children  of  the  late  David  F.  Cannon  as  a  me- 
morial to  their  honored  father,  long  an  elder  in  this  church. 

The  new  building  is  carpeted  throughout,  the  main  floor  in 
Persian  effect,  and  i>  furnished  with  highly  polished  circular 
oak  pews.  There  are  seats  for  850  people,  •"><»()  on  the  main  floor. 
350  in  the  gallery. 

The  exist  of  the  church,  expense  of  furnishings  and  improve- 
ments on  the  church  grounds  amounts  to  $25,000. 

The  doors  were  opened  for  Divine  service  on  Sunday,  March 
5,  1905. 

During  the  latter  part  of  this  month,  Rev.  Dr.  F.  O.  Gtter- 
rant.  of  Wilmore,  Kentucky,  preached  for  the  congregation 
more  than  a  week,  awakening  much  interest  throughout  the 
community  and  bringing  to  the  church  a  season  of  gracious 
revival. 

The  new  church  home,  thus  completed,  stands  the  crown- 
ing work  of  a  century,  a  palace  beside  the  rude  log  house  of  the 
beginning;  and  the  congregation,  then  few  in  number,  has 
grown  to  a  multitude,  who  tread  with  thankfulness  the  courts 
of  the  Lord's  house,  and.  in  reverent  assemblv  bow  with  devo- 
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tion,  prayer  and  praise  before  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church,  to 
whom  be  glory  and  majesty,  dominion  and  power,  both  now  and 
ever.       Amen. 

"Come  Jesus,  from  the  sapphire  throne, 
\\  here  Thy  redeemed  behold  Thy  face. 

Enter  the  temple  now  Thine  own. 
And  let  Thy  glory  fill  the  place. 

"We    praise    Thee,    that    to-day    we    see 

It's  sacred  walls  before  Thee  stand; 
'Tis  Thine  for  us,  'tis  ours  for  Thee. 

Raised  by  Thy  kind,  assisting  hand. 

"Oft  as  returns  the  day  of  rest. 

Let  heart-felt  worship  here  ascend  ; 
\\  ith  Thine  own  joy  fill  every  breast. 

With  Thine  own  power  Thy  word  attend. 

"Here  in  the  dark  and  sorrowing  day 
Bid  Thou  the  throbbing  heart  be  still; 

O  wipe  the  mourner's  tears  away 

.And  give  new  strength  to  meet  Thy  will. 

"When  round  this  board  Thine  own  shall  meet, 

To  keep  the  feast  of  dying  love, 
Be  our  communion  ever  sweet 

With  Thee  and  with  Thv  church  above."' 


PRESENT  CHURCH  BUILDING.     ERECTED  1927,  DEDICATED  1940 


28 


A  HISTORY 


OF  THE 


iFtrst  Prpab^tprtcttt  GUjurrlj 


QJmtrnriX  North  (Carolina 


13H4  1354 


BY 


Mrs.  John  Franklin  Reed 


Written  at  the  request  and  published  by 
the  authority  of  the  Session  of  the  Church 


29 


CONTENTS 

I — Pastoral  Sketches 

Rev.  George  H.  Cornelson,  D.  D 31 

Rev.  John  M.  Grier.  D.  I) 31 

Rev.  lesse  C.  Rowan.  D.  U 35 

Rev.  M.  I.  Crocker.  D.  I).  (S.  S. )  41 

Rev.  \V.  Emmett  Davis.  D.  D ._ 41 

Rev.  Kenneth  J.  Foreman,  1).  D.  (  S.  S.) 44 

Rev.  F.  Crossley  Morgan,  D.  D 46 

Rev.  Kenneth   ].  Foreman,  I).   I).  (  S.  S.)  52 

Rev.  John  H.  McKinnon,  D.  D 52 

Rev.  William  H.  Fraser.  D.  D.  (S.  S.) 61 

Dr.  Ernest  A.  Beaty  (  S.  S. )  61 

Rev.  John  Malcolm  Murchison.  D.  1) 62 

II — The   History  of  The  Sunday  School   1873-1954  7."> 

<  )rganized  Adult  Classes 

1.  The  Grier    Bible   Class 

2.  The  Rowan  Men's  Class 

3.  The  Fellowship  Class 

4.  The   McKinnon   Class 

III— The    WOmen's    Work 85 

1.  The  Ladies  Benevolent  Society 

2.  The  WOmen's  Missionary  Societv 

3.  The  Young  Ladies'  Missionarv  Society 

4.  The  W  Oman's  Auxiliary 

(Women  of  the  Church) 

IV — Men  of  The  Church 95 

V — Senior- Pioneer    Fellowship    96 

VI — Different  Organizations  That  Have  Existed  97 

V  II  —  Home  Missions 9$ 

YII1 — In  The  Service  of  The  King 105 

IX— Memorials 109 

X— Gifts  110 

XI — Chronological  List  of  Pastors  and  Supply  Pastors  Ill 

XII— Bibliography  112 


30 


I — Pastoral  Sketches 

REV.  GEORGE  H.  CORNELSON,  JR.,  D.   D. 
December  1900  L90? 

An  account  of  the  major  part  of  Dr.  Cornelson's  ministry 
was  given  in  a  previous  Church  history. 

Dr.  Cornelson  resigned  his  pastorate  here  in  1  Mo')  to  accept 
a  call  to  Moore  Memorial  (now  Westminster)  Church.  Nash- 
ville, Tennessee.  He  remained  there  two  years  and  then  became 
pastor  of  the  First  Church,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  which  he 
served  for  IT  years,  until  his  retirement  on  account  of  his  health 
in  1926.  Dr.  Cornelson  also  served  as  a  member  of  the  Home 
Missions  Board,  which  office  he  held  until  his  death.  March  5, 
1928. 

"The  name'  of  Dr.  George  Cornelson  is  one  of  the  must  il- 
lustrious in  the  comparatively  large  group  of  the  mure  popular 
ministers  of  the  Southern  Presbyterian  Church.  He  was  one 
of  the  very  few  who  have  been  able  to  present  the  Christian 
teachings  of  the  age  vigorously,  efficiently  ami  effectually. 
These  three  qualities  characterized  his  life  and  work  to  a  re- 
markable degree.  Because  of  his  accurate  voicing  of  the  teach- 
ings of  Christ,  he  was  beloved  by  all  who  knew  him." 

REV.  JOHN  M.  GRIER,  D.   D. 
February  2,  L908  April  30,  1922 

Dr.  drier,  son  of  James  P.  and  Zelda  Strong  Grier.  was  born 
in  Steele  Creek.  X.  C.,  on  September  5,  1861.  He  graduated  at 
Krskine  College  in  1882,  and  continued  his  studies  at  Union 
and   Princeton   Theological  Seminaries. 

He  came  to  this  church  in  February  1908  from  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Washington.  X.  C.  and  with  his  wife 
and  two  sons,  occupied  the  Manse  on  Spring  Street  which  had 
been  recently   purchased   from   Miss  Marg'aret  Bessant. 

In  October   L90S,  the  Session  included  the  following  men: 
P.  B.  Fetzer  ].    S.    Laffertv 

M.  M.  Gillon  Dr.  D.  G.  Caldwell 

D.  B.  Morrison  T.  F.  Hurlev 

W.  W.  Stuart  C.  R.  White 

H.  1.  Woodhouse  S.  W.  White 

T.  A.  Sims  B.  E.  Harris 

J.  P.  Allison 

The    Diaconate   consisted  of: 
Elam   King  1.  W.  Cannon 

S.  I.  Ervin  W.  L.  Bell 

P  Frank  Goodson  E.  C.  Earnhardt 

H.  L.  Parks  F.  F.  White 

G.  M.  Lore 
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Later,  the   following   were   elected   Elders: 

1911— 

VV.  I.  Hill  C.  F.  Ritchie 

I.  W.  Cannon  M.   H.  Caldwell 

1919 — 

L.  T.  Hartsell  |.   |.  Barnhardt 

VV.  G.  Caswell  D.   B.  Porter 

and  added  to  the  Board  of  Deacons 

1911 — 

A.  1.  Yorke  T.  T.  Smith 

Howard  Caldwell  F.  C.  Niblock 

L919— 

VV.  A.  (  hercash  M.   L.   Cannon 

E.  H.  Brown  J.  V.  Pharr 

During  Dr.  Grier's  ministry  many  changes  and  developments 
took  place.  Material  progress  was  made  in  paying  off  a  debt 
on  the  church  building,  and  later  both  the  Sanctuary  and  the 
Manse  were  re-decorated  and  improved  in  many  ways.  But 
better  than  material  prosperity,  spiritual  growth  was  evident 
in  a  growing  membership  and  an  expansion  and  organization 
of  the  work  of  the  Sunday  School. 

About  1910-1]  a  class,  now  the  Grier  Bible  Class,  was  start- 
ed and  taught  by  Dr.  Grier  and  in  1914  the  Men's  Bible  Class, 
later  called  the  Rowan  Men's  Class,  came  into  existence.  The 
work  and  progress  of  both  these  classes  will  be  discussed  later  on. 

Dr.  Grier  was  instrumental  in  stimulating  interest  in  our 
Orphanages  at  Banner  Elk  and  Barium  Springs.  The  Grier 
Home  at  Banner  Elk  was  named  in  his  honor,  and  the  Thanks- 
giving offering  for  Barium  exceeded  one  thousand  dollars  for 
the  first  time. 

This  quiet  growth  was  broken  by  World  War  I  and  45  men 
and  one  woman  (R.  X.)  from  our  church  were  inducted  into 
service.     These  were : 

John  J.  Barnhardt  Neal  Goodson 

1.  Leslie  Bell  Sarah   Myrtle   Harris. 

Raymond  Bell  R.  N. 

Fred  X.  Bell  lames    B.    Laffertv 

Louis  A.  Brown  Fred  Y.  McConnell 

Harry  Caldwell  W.  Colb   Morris 

Kenneth   Caldwell  J.  Ed.   Parnell 

Frank  M.  Caldwell  John  Porter 

Frank  C.  Caldwell  Archie   Pounds 

J.  Banks  Corl  Charles  H.  Wadsworth 

Leslie  J.  Correll  Jerry  Young 

James  Elliott  Donald  P.  Smith 

Robert  Lee  Morrison  George  C.  Fisher 

I.  William  Parnell  Gordon  Foster 
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Sterling  L.  Brown  Cyrus  White 

Ben  White  Charles  I).  Porter 

Farrell  White  Leonard   Caldwell 

Greenlee  Caldwell  Cloud  Corl 

R.    E.   Ridenhour,  Jr.  James   McClellan 

Calvin    Burkhead  Frank  Parnell 

Eugene  Caldwell  R,  S.  Dickson 

Vernon   Brumley  1.  L.  Haynes 

lames  M.  Caldwell  Thomas  R.  Smith 
Edwin   Lore 

A  service  flag  in  honor  of  these  soldiers  was  presented  to 
the  church  at  one  of  the  many  patriotic  services  held  during  the 
war.  The  one  gold  star  in  the  flag  was  in  memory  of  Lt.  Fred 
Y.  McConnell,  killed  in  action  in  France,  October  1918.  A 
bronze  tablet  was  later  placed  in  the  vestibule  of  the  church 
by  the  Men's  Bible  Class  of  which  Lt.  McConnell  was  a  mem- 
ber. 

Probably  the  most  significant  change  in  the  work  of  the 
church  during  Dr.  drier's  ministry  was  the  merging  of  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society  and  the  Young  Ladies'  Mission- 
ary Society  into  the  first  Woman's  Auxiliary,  October  1920, 
pursuant  to  a  recommendation  from  the  General  Assembly.  The 
combined  membership  of  both  Societies  was  L60,  but  a  larger 
membership,  embracing  all  the  women  of  the  church,  and  a  pro- 
portionate increase  in  gifts  and  service  has  testified  man}-  times 
to  the  wisdom  of  this  change. 

This  church  has  been  favored  through  the  vears  by  visits 
from  many  of  our  well-known  missionaries  in  addition  to  other 
speakers  of  note.  One  of  these  was  Billy  Sunday  who  came 
oxer  from  Charlotte  and  spoke  to  a  capacity  audience,  among 
whom  were  the  school  children  who  had  been  given  a  holiday  to 
hear  this  famous  preacher.  Dr.  Fincher,  of  Texas,  accompa- 
nied by  a  song  leader,  conducted  services  for  a  week,  which  was 
probably  the  last  strictly  evangelistic  meeting  held  in  that 
church. 

Preparatory  services  were  held  the  week  before  Communion, 
with  a  special  service  on  Saturday  afternoon  for  the  children, 
often  conducted  by  a  visiting  minister. 

The  records  of  the  Session  show  that  many  of  these  boys  and 
girls,  now  leaders  in  the  church  and  community,  were  brought 
into  the  church  during  Dr.  Grier's  ministry.  Lie  excelled  as  a 
pastor,  and  his  ministry  was  rich  and  fruitful,  even  though  han- 
dicapped in  its  last  years  by  ill  health  and  saddened  by  the 
death  of  Mrs.  Crier  in    L921.  " 

Dr.  Grier  resigned  as  pastor  in  April,  L922  and  accepted  a 
call  to  Newton,  X.  C,  until  continued  failing  health  forced  him 
to  retire.  He  then  moved  to  Lenoir  where,  although  unable  to 
preach,  he  continued  to  witness  for   Christ  by  bearing  patiently 
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and  uncomplainingly  the  burden  of  a  long  illness.      He  passed 
to  a  higher  ministry  on  January  6,  1944. 

Dr.  drier  was  a  man  of  wide  experience  with  great  versatil- 
ity and  varied  interests,  but  perhaps  his  outstanding  character- 
istic was  his  knowledge  of  the  Bible  and  his  staunch  adherence 
to  the  principles  of  right  or  wrong  as  taught  in  "The  Book," 
which  visitors  to  his  home  often  found  him   reading. 

CAMP  GRIER 

In  |une  1951,  Concord  Presbytery  acquired  a  beautiful  camp 
and  conference  site  near  Old  Fort,  X.  C.  This  property  consists 
of  some  <><><>  acres,  having  a  lake  of  seven  or  eight  acres,  bound- 
ed on  three  sides  by  Pisgah  National  Forest,  and  excels  in  beau- 
ty and  adequateness  anything  owned  by  any  Presbytery  in  the 
Synod  of  North  Carolina.  This  site,  formerly  known  as  Lake 
Refuge,  can  be  used  by  various  age  groups  and  organizations 
of  Presbvterv,  and  provides  a  place  in  which  programs  can  be 
carried  forward  that  will  advance  the  Kingdom  of  God  in  various 
phases  of  the  life  and  work  of  the  crurch. 

Rev.  John  II.  McKinnon  was  a  member  of  a  committee  to 
forward  this  project,  and  appointed  a  committee  in  our  church 
consisting  of  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  \\  .  C.  Peden,  Jr.,  and  .Mrs.  Martin 
Foil,  under  whom  a  vigorous  and  successful  campaign  was 
conducted. 

(  )n  Jul}-  15,  1952,  this  property,  already  deeded  to  the  Trustees 
of  Concord  Presbytery  in  fee  simple,  was  dedicated,  and  at 
this  meeting  it  was  officially  announced  for  the  first  time  that 
this  camp  had  been  made  possible  through  the  princely  gift 
of  $85,000..00  from  Elder  Robert  1).  Grier  of  the  First  Church, 
Statesville.  in  memory  of  his  father.  Dr.  John  M.  Grier,  for  55 
years  a  minister  of  the  Gospel.  In  honor  of  both  father  and 
son.  Presbytery,  by  a  rising  vote,  designated  this  new  camp  as 
"Camp  Grier." 

Many  prayers  of  thanksgiving  and  gratitude  should  be  raised 
to  God  for  this  splendid  gift.  "This  camp  and  conference 
ground  will  be  a  monument  to  the  vision  and  generosity  of 
this  Elder  for  years  to  come.  It  will  be  dedicated  to  the  cause 
of  the  advancement  of  the  Kingdom  of  God,  through  the  hearts 
and  lives  of  the  people  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ." 

REV.  JESSE  COLIN  ROWAN,  D.  D. 

September  10-22  October  1931 

October  1936  Supply  Minister  October  1939 

Dr.  Rowan  was  born  in  Carthage,  N.  C,  on  January  15.  1881. 
a  son  of  Robert  D.  and  Julia  Frances  Phillips  Rowan.  He  was 
a  graduate  of  Davidson   College   and  also   studied   at   Columbia 
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Theological  Seminary,  lie  had  held  pastorates  at  Camden  and 
Greenville,  S.  C  and  it  was  during"  his  ministry  at  Columbus, 
Mississippi,  that  he  was  asked  to  supply  the  pulpit  of  this 
church  in  the  early  summer  of  1922.  He  preached  from  the 
text.  "Behold,  my  mother  and  my  brethren,"  Matthew  12:19, 
and  his  message  and  winning  personality  so  captivated  the  con- 
gregation that  he  received  a  unanimous  call  to  become  pastor 
of  the  church.  He  arrived  with  his  wife,  three  daughters  and 
one   son   in   September   1922. 

This  pastorate  was  begun  under  auspicious  circumstances:  a 
united  congregation,  a  church  free  from  debt,  liberal  at  home 
and  supporting  three  missionaries  in  the  foreign  field.  These 
were:  Air.  and  Mrs.  William  J.  Anderson,  Jr..  in  Africa,  and 
.Miss  Esther  Matthews  in  Korea.  Miss  Matthews'  support  was 
assumed  by  the  Men's  Bible  Class. 

Early  in  Dr.  Rowan's  ministry  it  was  realized  that  the  church 
building,  although  comparatively  new,  was  inadequate  and  un- 
suitable in  many  ways  for  a  growing  congregation,  and  follow- 
ing Dr.  Rowan's  leadership,  a  lot  on  North  Union  Street  run- 
ning through  the  block  was  bought  from  the  M.  L.  Cannons. 
Mr.  Cannon  generously  gave  one-half  the  purchase  price 
($16,000.00)  of  his  former  home  for  the  site  of  the  new  church, 
and  plans  went  forward  rapidly  to  build  a  new  sanctuary  and 
educational   building". 

Two  committees  were  appointed: 

1.  A  Building  Committee  consisting  of  C.  A.  Cannon,  Chair- 
man :  Dr.  I.  C.  Rowan.  E.  Sauvain,  1*.  C.  Niblock, 
George   E.    Patterson 

"2.  An  Architectural  Committee  composed  of  C.  A.  Cannon, 
Chairman:  Dr.  J.  C.  Rowan.  W.  A.  Overcash,  L.  T.  Hart- 
sell.  Sr.,  Mrs.   I.  F.  Cannon,  and  Mi^s  Lena  Leslie. 

These  committees  were  fortunate  in  securing  the  services  of 
the  eminent  new  York  architect,  Hobart  Upjohn,  who  drew 
plans  for  both  Sanctuary  and  Educational  Building.  The  Col- 
onial style  of  architecture  was  agreed  upon,  and  Mr.  Upjohn 
carried  this  out  in  minute  and  beautiful  detail.  The  steeple,  a 
distinguished  feature  known  as  the  Sir  Christopher  Wren  de- 
sign, is  topped  by  a  "gleaming  white  spire,  rising  in  perfected 
beauty  above  the  sky  line,"  the  gift  of  Mr.  John  H.  Todd  of 
Xew  York  Citv.  The  steeple  houses  the  beautiful  Deagan 
chimes,  the  gift  of  I.  A.  Cannon  and  Mrs.  Nan  Cannon  Stringfel- 
low,  and  also  the  clock,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.   E  Cannon. 

')n  June  23,  1927,  at  a  brief  but  impressive  ceremony,  the 
cornerstone  of  the  church  was  laid.  Dr.  Rowan,  with  elders 
and  deacons  grouped  around  him.  held  a  devotional  service  and 
this  was  followed  by  a  short  history  of  the  church  from  Trine 
1904,  to  June  1927,  written  and  read  by  Mr.  M.  H.  Caldwell, 
long  an  honored  Elder  in  our  church.  A  heavy  rain  caused 
part  of  the   services  to  be   conducted   in    the   church   where   the 
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articles  to  be  put  in  the  corner  stone  were  placed  in  a  metal  box. 
It  is  interesting'  to  note  that  among  these  articles  were  the 
things  taken  from  the  corner  stone  of  the  church  on  West  Depot 
Street,  which  was  opened  almost  "one  score  and  three  rears 
from  the  date  on  which  it  was  closed." 

The  first  worship  service  was  held  on  |ulv  10,  192?  in  the 
beautiful  sanctuary,  the  object  for  so  many  years  of  the  prayers 
and  hopes  of  the  congregation.  The  first  service  at  9:30  A.  M. 
was  appropriately  a  Baptismal  and  Communion  Service.  Dr. 
Rowan  was  in  the  pulpit  with  the  following  elders: 

E.  C.   Barnhardt,  Sr.  L.  D.  Moore 

[ohm   }.  Barnhardt  D.  B.  Morrison 

W.  L.  Bell  P.  C.  Xiblock 

C    A.  Cannon  I.  Y.  Pharr 

M.  H.  Caldwell  C.  F.   Ritchie 

\V.  G.  Caswell  T.  T.  Smith 

L.  T.  Hart-ell.  Sr.  H.  L  Woodhouse 

The  Diaconate  consisted  of: 

A.  K.   Howard.  Chrm.  I.  A.   Kimmons 

B.  E.  Harris.  Sectv.  Ge  ».  M.  Lore 
H.  \Y.  Caldwell  T.  F.   Morrison 
|.  A.  Cannon  \Y.  A.  (  )vercash 
S.    I.   Ervin  Tohn  G.  Parks 
Geo.  C.  Fisher  Ernest    Porter 
lulius  Fisher  E.  Sauvain 

1.  F.  Goodson  E.    F.   White 

Jesse  Johnston  IT  M.  Winecoff 

The  following  children  were  baptized: 

Robert   Lacy   Dick 

Sarah  Ann   Parks 

Erskine  Pharr 

Those  uniting  with  the  church  were: 

Mr.  and  Mrs.   Livingstone  Yann.   |r..  Certificate 

Mrs.   Ben  White,  Certificate 

Sarah  Xiblock,  Charles  A.  Cannon,  Jr.,  Roy  C.  Crooks,  Jr., 
Thomas  E.  Morrison,  Jr.,  on  Profession  of  Faith  in  Jesus 
Christ. 

This  touching  and  beautiful  service  closed  with  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  Lord's  Supper. 

At  11:00  o'clock  Dr.  G.  Campbell  Morgan,  internationally 
known  Bible  scholar  and  teacher,  preached  a  profound  sermon 
from  the  text:  "But  ye  are  a  chosen  generation,  a  royal  priest- 
hood, an  holy  nation,  a  peculiar  people,  that  ye  should  show 
forth  the  praises  of  Him  who  hath  called  you  out  of  darkness 
into   His  marvelous  light." — 1  Peter  2  :9. 
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REAR  OF  SANCTUARY  AND  THE  COURT  AS  SEEN  FROM  THE 
EDUCATIONAL  BUILDING 


Dr.  Morgan  preached  again  at  ?  :30  P.  M.,  and  announced  the 
subjects  of  the  preaching  services  which  continued  through 
Friday. 

Many  things  in  and  about  the  church  were  still  unfinished, 
but  on  this  memorable  day  all  was  forgotten  in  the  joy  of  wor- 
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shipping  in  this  beautiful  sanctuary  and  hearing  God's  messages 
from  two  of   His  servants.     Truly  the  prayer  expressed  in  the 

hymn  was  fulfilled: 

"Light  up  this  house  with  glory,  Lord 
Enter  and  claim  Thine  own. 
Receive  the  homage  of  our  souls. 
Erect   Thy  temple  throne." 

The  choir  was  composed  of  the  following: 

Organist:    Mrs.  John   F.   Reed 

Sopranos:      Mrs.   J.    B.    Womble    (soloist),    Misses   Elizabeth 

Woodhouse  and  Mary   Morrison 
Altos:     Airs.  Gales  Pickard,   Miss  Adeline  Morrison 
Tenors:      Samuel     Goodman     (soloist),    Ed    Sherrill,     R.     E. 

Ridenhour,  Jr.,   Eugene  Caldwell. 
Bassos:     Roy  C    Crooks,  Ren  White.  Livingstone  Yann 

Printed  bulletins,  used  for  the  first  t'me  at  this  service,  were 
for  many  vears.  the  gift  of  Mrs.  R.  S.  Young. 

The  Educational  Building  being  still  unfinished,  Sunday 
School  classes  were  discontinued  until  September  1927. 

In  October  of  this  same  year  the  church  was  honored  by  be- 
ing host  to  the  Synod  of  North  Carolina  at  its   11  Ith  meeting. 

During  Dr.  Rowan's  pa>torate  the  evening  service  was 
changed  to  a  Vesper  Service  at  5:00  o'clock  with  special  empha- 
sis upon  the  presence  of  young  people.  Music  always  occupied 
a  prominent  place  in  Dr.  Rowan's  services,  and  at  these  Ves- 
per services  the  study  of  great  hymns  and  their  authors  was 
taken  up,  and  one  hymn  was  memorized  every  month  by  the 
children  of  certain  departments  of  the  Sunday  School.  The 
names  of  these  children,  as  well  as  those  memorizing  the  Creed 
and  Catech'sm,  were  published  in  the  Church  calendar. 

An  outstanding  event  of  Dr.  Rowan's  ministry  was  the 
week's  preaching  mission  held  by  Dr.  E  Crossley  Morgan,  son 
<  >f  Dr.  G.  Campbell  Morgan.  Dr.  Morgan,  who  afterwards  be- 
came pastor  of  this  church,  preached  twice  daily  and  his  ser- 
mons   were   illuminating   expositions   of   Scripture. 

•  >n  account  of  failing  health.  Dr.  Rowan  resigned  as  pastor 
in  '  >ctober,  1931,  but  he  later  served  the  church  as  Supply  from 
October  L936  to  October  1939-.  During  this  period  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1937,  Clarence  K.  Ale,  rising  Senior  at  Union  Theolog- 
ical Seminar}',  was  secured  as  Assistant  Pastor  and  director  of 
Young  People's  Work. 

In  the  spring  of  L930  the  Session  secured  Rev.  John  H.  Grey, 
IE  a-  Supply,  in  order  to  give  the  pastor,  Dr.  J.  C.  Rowan,  a 
period  of  rest  and  recuperation.  Mi.  Grey  served  the  congrega- 
tion most  acceptable  for  three  months. 


Protracted  ill  health  caused  Dr.  Rowan's  retirement  from 
active  ministry,  but  his  life  continued  to  witness  for  Christ  un- 
til he  was  called  to  the  Church  Triumphant  on  July  15,  1945. 
A  simple  but  impressive  funeral  service  was  conducted  by  Dr. 
I-\  Crossley  Morgan  in  the  church  which  Dr.  Rowan  loved  and 
served,  and  which  today  stands  as  a  memorial  to  him. 


D\i.  MYRON  J.  CROCKER 
September,  1932  Supply  January  1.  1933 

Following  Dr.  Rowan's  resignation  in  1931  the  pulpit  was 
supplied  by  various  visiting  ministers  until  in  the  spring  of 
1932,  Dr.  Myron  J.  Crocker.  President  of  Scotia  Seminarv,  was 
elected  Supply  Pastor.  Dr.  Crocker  accepted  the  call,  but  did  not 
begin  bis  work  until  September.  The  church  was  most  fortu- 
nate in  his  selection  because  he  was  a  profound  student  of  the 
Bible  and  a  deeply  spiritual  man.  During  his  five  years  resi- 
dence in  the  town  lie  had  won  a  place  in  the  hearts  of  the  com- 
munity and  was  held  in  the  highest  regard  by  all  who  knew  him. 

Dr.  Crocker's  pastorate  was  necessarily  short  because  prev- 
iously he  had  accepted  work  at  Lyons.  Kansas,  lie  preached 
bis  last  sermon  on  January  1.  1933,  and  had  been  in  his  new  field 
but  three  weeks  when  lie  suddenly  heard  the  call  "Come  up 
higher." 

Servant  of  God,   well    done. 
Rest   from   thy   loved   employ. 
The  battle  fought,  the  victory  won. 
Enter  the  Master's  joy. 

REV.  \Y.  EMMETT  DAVIS.  D.  D. 
January  S,  1  !»;>:?  July  7,  1936 

Dr.  Davis  was  born  in  Salter.  S.  C.  on  March  16.  189-1,  the 
son  (^\  James  Edward  and  Dora  V.  Chandler  Davis. 

He  occupied  the  pulpit  of  this  church  on  November  20,  1932, 
and  made  such  a  favorable  impression  that  he  received  a  unan- 
imous call  to  become  pastor.  A  committee  composed  of  W.  G. 
Caswell,  A.  R.  Howard,  and  W.  W.  Flowe  was  appointed  to 
prosecute  this  call.  It  was  accepted,  and  Dr.  Davis,  with  his 
wile  and  two  children.  William  and  Louise,  arrived  early  in 
January. 

Dr.  Davis  preached  his  first  sermon  on  January  S,  using  as 
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a  theme  "The  Cross  Through  the  Eyes  of  Jesus.*'  He  was  in- 
stalled on  March  26  by  a  commission  appointed  by  Concord 
Presbytery  which  included  Dr.  VV.  L.  Lingie,  President  of  Dav- 
idson College,  who  presided  and  preached  the  sermon  ;  Hew 
Marshall  Woodson  of  Salisbury,  who  charged  the  congregation; 
and  Mr.  Zeb  Turlington.  Elder,  from  Mooresville,  who  delivered 
the  charge  to  the  pastor. 

At  the  request  of  many  in  the  congregation,  the  evening  ser- 
vices were  resumed  and  during  the  summer  months  were  held  in 
the  open  court  of  the  church. 

Elders  elected  November  1,  1933,  were: 

\V.   X.    Pharr  T.   F.   Morrison 

E.  Sauvain  II.   M.  Winecoff 

Deacons  elected  in   February,   1934  were: 

Leslie  J.   Correll  G.  Pat   Ritchie 

E    P.  Morrison,  Jr.  F.  M.  Youngblood 

A.  Jones  Yorke  E.   Farrell  White 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  at  the  end  of  the  church  year, 
March.  193-i,  the  membership  of  the  church  was  623  with  a  bud- 
get of  $29,li7.00,  and  during  this  year  40  communicants  had 
been  added  to  the  church  roll,  1  I  on  Profession  of  Faith  and  26 
by  Certificate. 

The  \\  oman's  Auxiliary,  now  1  I  years  old,  had  increased  in 
membership   to   260    with   contributions   amounting   to   $5,530.00. 

A  Young  People's  Choir,  embracing  members  of  Senior,  Jun- 
ior, and  Intermediate  Departments  of  the  Sunday  School,  was 
organized  and  directed  by  Miss  Elizabeth  Woodhouse.  4T.ese 
young  singers  participated  in  several  church  programs,  and  for 
the  first  time  wore  vestments  which  were  made  by  Mrs.  E.  C. 
Earnhardt.    |r.  and   Miss   May   White. 

Dr.  Davis  was  interested  in  the  progress  of  the  Sunday 
School  and  organized  a  Council  made  up  of  teachers  and  lead- 
ers from  the  various  departments  which  met  once  a  month  for 
conference  and  discussion.  A  Sunday  School  Librarv  was  start- 
ed with   Miss   Rose  Harris  as  Librarian. 

In  June  1926  the  first  Vacation  Bible  School  was  held  with 
an  enrollment  of  89  pupils  and  more  than  40  teachers  and  assist- 
ants for  the  three  departments  represented. 

In  1934,  at  the  request  of  the  Trustees,  the  Session  appointed 
a  committee  to  restore  and  beautify  the  Old  Negro  Graveyard 
adjoining-  Memorial  Garden,  where  many  slaves,  former  mem- 
bers of  our  church,  were  buried.  The  Ladies'  Benevolent  So- 
ciety undertook  this  work  and  later  placed  a  bronze  plaque  at 
the  entrance  bearing  the  following  inscription: 

Old  Negro  Presbyterian  Cemetery 

Reclaimed  by  the  Ladies'  Benevolent  Society  in  memory  of  the 

faithful  servants  who  were  members  of  this  church, 

1804  -  1866  -  1931 
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In  193.5  a  violent  tornado  blew  down  the  lofty  spire  of  the 
church,  but  fortunately  it  fell  by  the  side  of  the  church  without 
damage  to  the  interior.  After  consultation  and  a  visit  from  Mr. 
Upj"hn.  architect,  the  spire  was  later  rebuilt  at  a  cost  of 
$10,000.00. 

Dr.  Davis  took  an  active  interest  in  all  civic  improvements 
and  projects.  He  was  gifted  as  a  pastor  and  is  remembered 
with  gratitude  by  many  to  whom  he  ministered  when  in  distress 
or  affliction. 

He  resigned  his  pastorate  on  July  8,  1936.  Removing  to  Vir- 
ginia, he  entered  the  business  field.  In  1941  he  became  pastor 
of  the  Wythe  Presbyterian  Church,  Newport  News,  Virginia. 
This  church,  begun  as  a  small  mission  Sunday  School,  grew  to 
a  membership  of  200,  and  under  Dr.  Davis'  leadership,  a  beauti- 
ful sanctuarv  and  educational  building  was  opened  September 
11.    1951. 

Dr.  Davis  died  suddenly  on  December  26,  1951.  The  funeral 
service  was  conducted  in  the  church  which  he  was  instru- 
mental in  building,  and  the  following  tribute  was  paid  him  bv 
Dr.  Paul  K.  Buckles.  Pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church, 
Newport  News:  "While  he  toiled  at  his  work  as  an  executive 
through  the  hours  of  the  day,  he  labored  in  the  evening  hours 
as  a  pastor  in  behalf  of  the  church  and  the  Kingdom,  until  he 
fairly  burned  out  the  candle  of  his  life.  Strong  in  the  strength 
of  full  manhood,  he  was  wholly  consecrated  to  his  God." 

REV.   KENNETH  J.  FOREMAN.   D.  D. 
November  L939  Supply  March  1940 

Dr.  Foreman.  Professor  of  Bible  at  Davidson  College,  has 
twice  served  this  church  as  Supply  Pastor.  He  had  often  preach- 
ed to  this  congregation  and  the}"  were  bound  to  him.  not  only 
1)}"  the  ties  of  friendship,  but  also  by  an  appreciation  of  his  abil- 
ity a,-  an  intellectual  and  deeply  spiritual  leader.  When  the 
pulpit  became  vacant  following  Dr.  Davis'  resignation.  Dr. 
Foreman  was  secured  as  Supply  Pastor  and  served  in  this  ca- 
pacity from  November  1939  to  March  1940.  Although  living  in 
another  town,  the  regular  services  of  the  church  were  continued 
by  Di".  Foreman  and  the  interest  and  attendance  maintained.  At 
the  Midweek  Prayer  Meetings  different  books  of  the  Bible  were 
studied,  and  Dr.  Foreman's  knowledge  of  the  Bible  and  his 
unique  way  of  presenting  its  truths  gave  new  meaning  even  to 
the  difficult  book  of  Leviticus,  and  the  study  of  John  Calvin's 
life  and  writings  reminded  us  anew  of  what  we.  as  Presbyte- 
rian:-, owe  that  great  man. 

Dr.  Foreman,  through  his  ministry  as  pastor  and  preacher. 
well  prepared  us  for  the  coming  of  our  next  pastor,  Dr.  F. 
Crossley  Morgan. 
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REV.  FRANK  CROSSLEY  MORGAN,   I).   I). 
March  20.  1940  .March  26,  194-4 

Dr.  Morgan  was  born  in  England,  June  "34,  1898,  a  son  of 
Dr.  G.  Campbell  Morgan  and  Annie  Morgan.  He  was  one  of  a 
large  family,  three  sons  of  which  became  ministers  of  the  Gospel. 

Dr.  Morgan  was  one  of  the  most  brilliant  preachers  to  occupy 
the  pulpit  of  this  church  which  boasts  a  long  line  of  able  min- 
isters. 

He  occupied  the  pulpit  for  the  first  time  on  Easter  Day, 
March  24,  but  instead  of  sunshine  and  flowers  a  heavy  snow 
fell  all  that  daw  This,  however,  did  not  deter  a  large  congre- 
gation from  hearing  Dr.  Morgan  preach  from  the  text  "Then 
went  in  also  that  other  disciple,  which  came  first  to  the  sepul- 
chre, and  he  saw  and  believed." — John  20:8. 

The  installation  service  was  held  on  Wednesday,  May  15,  at 
7:30  o'clock.  An  unusual  and  interesting  feature  of  the  occasion 
was  the  presence  of  two  of  Dr.  Morgan's  brothers  who  took 
part  in  the  service.  Dr.  Howard  Morgan,  Pastor  of  the  Taber- 
nacle Presbyterian  Church,  Philadelphia,  delivered  the  charge 
to  the  congregation,  and  Dr.  J.  1\.  Morgan  of  Louisville,  Ken- 
tucky, preached  the  sermon.  Dr.  Kenneth  J.  Foreman  presided 
and   delivered  the  charge   to   the   congregation. 

All  of  Dr.  Morgan's  ministry  centered  around  the  study  of 
the  Bible,  and  he  aspired  and  worked  to  make  this  church  a 
center  of  Bible  study.  With  this  end  in  view,  he  began  a  series 
of  "Bird's  Eye  Views  of  the  Bible"  from  Genesis  to  Revelation. 
These  studies,  given  at  the  Midweek  Prayer  Meetings,  attracted 
a  large  attendance  not  only  from  our  own  church  but  also  from 
others  in  the  community.  Dr.  Morgan  used  the  American  Stan- 
dard Revision  with  analvses  by  his  father.  Dr.  G.  Campbell  Mor- 
gan, and  in  line  with  this  stud}',  copies  of  the  A.  S.  V.  were 
placed  in  the  church  pews  by  the  Rowan  Men's  Class. 

The  debt  on  the  church  having  been  paid,  both  the  Sanc- 
tuary  and  the  Educational  Buildings  were  dedicated  on  Septem- 
ber !»,  L940.  On  this  day  of  praise  and  dedication  the  choir  ren- 
dered appropriate  and  beautiful  music  and  this  was  followed  by 
a  challenging  sermon  from  Dr.  Morgan.  The  bulletin  for  the 
day  was  a  folder  illustrated  with  numerous  photographs  of  the 
church  and  a  brief  historical  sketch  from    L810-1940. 

On  September  7,  1941,  Professor  Kenneth  R.  Osborne, 
B.  Mus.,  M.A.,  of  the  Davidson  faculty,  became  organist  and 
Choir  Director,  and  a  little  later  Miss  Eugenia  Brumley  was 
elected  assistant  organist.  Mr.  Osborne  organized  a  well  bal- 
anced chorus  choir  for  adults  and  this  was  followed  by  the  for- 
mation of  a  lunior  Choir  composed  of  bovs  and  girls  between 
the  ages  of  '.>  and  11  known  by  their  own  choice,  as  the  Crossley 
Clu  iristers. 

After  the  dedication  of  the  church,  the  Session  recommended 
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that  steps  be  taken  to  secure  a  Manse,  and  a  large  lot  was  bought 
on  North  Union  Street.  After  plans  were  drawn  and  accepted, 
work  went  rapidly  forward,  and  the  Manse  was  formally  opened 
on   November  T,   1941. 

In  1941)  the  Session  authorized  a  night  service  once  a  month 
in  the  interest  of  missions,  but  owing  to  the  inability  to  secure 
speakers,  these  meetings  were  not  held  until  the  following  year. 
Then,  several  great  missionary  rallies  were  held  with  inspiring- 
speakers  which  rekindled  our  interest  in,  and  loyalty  to,  the 
missionary  enterprise  of  our  church. 

At  Dr.  Morgan's  suggestion  for  increased  opportunities  of 
fellowship,  the  first  family  night  suppers  were  held;  one  in  the 
fall  and  one  in  the  spring.  Dr.  Morgan  also  emphasized  the 
value  of  a  Family  Altar  in  every  home,  and  advocated  the  al- 
most forgotten  custom  of  having  and  using  a  "Family  Tew." 

In  January  1943,  a  significant  change  was  made  in  the  election 
of  Elders  and  Deacons  when  the  Rotary  System  was  adopted  bv 
the  congregation.  Under  this  plan  twelve  elders  were  elected: 
four  to  serve  for  one  year,  two  and  three  years  respectively. 
The  Deacons  were  elected  and  served  on  the  same  basis. 

World  War  11  called  92  men  and  .">  women  into  service.  Five 
of  these  young  men  paid  the  supreme  sacrifice: 

Charles  A.  Cannon,  Jr.  Hinton  McLeod.   |r. 

Joseph  F.  Cannon,  Jr.  Robert  E.  Ridenhour  III 

Roy   C.  Crooks,  Jr. 

A  bronze  plaque  in  their  memory  was  later  placed  in  the  ves- 
tibule of  the  church. 

Frederick  1).  Alexander  Edward    Robinson   Fisher 

Wyatt  J.  Armfield  Julius  Fisher,   (r. 

John  J.  Barnhardt    Jr.  William   \Y.   Flowe.  Jr. 

fohn   L.  Bell,   |r.  [unius  G.   Freeman 

Duncan  G.  Calder.    |r.  Morris  C.  Fulton 

Frank  Miller  Caldwell  Hueh   M.  Grev,   |r. 

Kenneth  E.  Caldwell  William  H.   Flagler 

L.  McCorkle  Caldwell  Harold  E.  Hamilton 

William  Allen  Caldwell  Mack  K.  Harris 

H.  Walter  Calloway,  Jr.  Robert  G.  Haves 

[ay    Lee  Cannon,  Jr.  Adelaide  L.  Kavanauedi 

\\  in.    Franklin   Cannon  Martin  Luther  Laffertv 

Richard  C.  Clarke,   (r.  Parks   M.    Laffertv.    !r. 

Marshall    B.  Cor]  R.  E.  K.  Linker 

Joseph   \  .    Davis,    Jr.  Robert  L.  Linker.  Jr. 

S.  Franklin   Davis  Thomas   Boone   Linker 

Willis  A.   Dorton  Will  Mack  Linker 

Jason  Edwards  Willie    Mae    Linker 

Henry   L.  Eudy  William  A.  Lyon 

Joseph    Murphy   Eudy  Jack  Gwvn  McCachern 

Charles    X.    Field,  Jr.  Alexander  G.   MacFadyen 
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LT.    HIXTOX    MeLEOD.    JR. 

First     o   answer    call    to    the    Colors 
Killed   on   training   flight,    April    2,    1942 


SERVICE  PILOT  JOSEPH  F.  CANNON,  JR. 
U.   S.   Air   Force   Ferry   Command 
Killed    on    flight.   October   2,    1942 


1st  LT.  ROY  C.  CROOKS,  JR. 

Battery  B   193rd  Field  Artillery  Battalion 

Killed  in  Germany,  May  8.  1945 


LT.   CHARLES   A.   CANNON.   JR. 

Pilot  in  Army  Air  Force.  Missing  in  Action, 

March  10,  1945.  Declared  Killed  in  Action 

March  15.   1946 
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P.   R.   MacFadyen,  Jr. 
Ned  L.  Morris 
Stephen  F.  Morris 
Edward  L.  Morrison,  Jr. 
John  Harris  Morrison 
Thomas  F.  Morrison,  Jr. 
Frank  Bergmann  Mund 
Franklin  Xiblock.  Jr. 
Thomas  C.  Xiblock 
Stanton   Xorthrup.  Jr. 
Leo  Xeal  Owen 
George  L.  Patterson,  Jr. 
Erskine  Pharr 
John  Melvin  Pharr 
C.   Alexander  Porter 
Carl   B.  Pounds 
Annie   E.  Sherrill   Pozvck 

(R.  X.) 
Frederick  B.  Price 
Clyde  Propst,  Jr. 
Richard   B.  Rankin,   [r. 
Georsre  H.  Richmond,  Ir 


Ralph  S.  Ridenhour 
Daniel  M.  Ritchie 
Robert  Lee  Ritchie 
John  Lindsay  Ross 
Robert  Foard  Ross 
Edward  Sauvain 
Clyde  A.  Shaw,  Jr. 
Charles   S.   Smart.  Jr. 
Joseph  F.  Smart 
Connor  L.  Smith 
Carl  L.  Spears,  Jr. 
Tracy  Xeal  Spencer,  Jr. 
Eugene  S.  Towery,  Jr. 
James  A.  Towery 
Lewis  Varner 

William   H.  Wadsworth,  Jr. 
.Miriam  Wall  (  R.  X.) 
Paul  Wall 
lane  Allred  Weaver 
Chalmers   L.   White,   jr. 
Howard  H.  Whittle.  Jr. 
Vernon  H.  Youngblood 


The  following  men  are  continuing  in  the  service : 


Commander  E.  C.   Earn- 
hardt  III 
Staff  Sgt.  Byron  K.  Faggart 
1  st  Sgt.   Harry  Hopkins,  Jr. 
Maj.   R.   Morrison    King.   Jr. 


Lt.  Col.  William  Y.  Mc- 

Cachern 
Capt.  Charles  D.  Porter,  Jr. 
Lt.  Col.  Robert  L.  Rowan 


NOTE — The  above  list  includes  only  those  who  were  mem- 
bers of  our  Church  at  the  time  they  entered  service. 

This  church  responded  wholeheartedly  to  the  Lmited  Relig- 
ious  Advance,  proposed  by  the  General  Assembly  with  the  pur- 
pose of  strengthening  and  spiritualizing  the  Home,  the  Church, 
and  the  Community.  Sunday,  June  22,  1941,  was  observed  as 
a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer. 

Miss  Katherine  Keiger  was  secured  in  October  1940  as  the 
first  Director  of  Religious  Education  and  the  course  of  study  in 
four  departments  of  the  Sunday  School  was  changed  in  the  in- 
terest of  more  systematic  and  consecutive  Bible  study.  These 
courses  were  directed  by  Dr.  Morgan. 

This  brief  resume  of  some  of  the  events  of  Dr.  Morgan's  min- 
i-try is  interesting,  but  secondary  to  his  work  of  preaching  and 
teaching  the  Bible.  A  striking  personality,  combined  with  a  force- 
ful delivery,  made  vivid  his  messages  and  the  reading  of  Scrip- 
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LT.    FRED    Y.    McCONNELL 
Killed   in  Action  in   France,  October  1918 


ENSIGN  ROBERT  E.  RIDENHOUR  III 
Died  August  27,  1945 


ture,  and  gave  to  man}-  hearts  for  the  first  time  a  love  of  the  Bi- 
ble and  a  desire  to  know  it  better. 

"Sowing  the  seed  by  the  daylight  fair 
Sowing  the  seed  bv  the  noonday  glare. 
Sowing  the  seed  by  the  fading  light, 
Sowing   the   seed   in   the   solemn   night. 
Gathered  in  time  or  eternity, 
Sure,  oh  sure,  will  the  harvest  be."' 

Dr.  Morgan,  before  coming  to  this  church,  had  spent  a  number 
of  years  holding  preaching  and  teaching  missions  at  various  con- 
ferences and  church  meetings  throughout  the  country.  Feeling 
again  the  urgent  need  of  this  work,  he  resigned  his  pastorate  here 
on  February  13.  1944,  and  entered  once  more  the  field  fur  which 
he  is  so  eminently  fitted  and  in  which  he  has  been  so  richlv 
blessed  bv  God. 
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REV.  KENNETH  J.  FOREMAN,   D.  D. 
April   1944  Supply  January  28,   L945 

When  the  pulpit  became  vacant,  the  congregation  naturally 
turned  to  Dr.  Foreman  who  had  so  ably  served  us  in  the  past.  He 
came  as  Supply  Pastor,  not  reluctantly,  but  with  a  strong  sense 
of  the  need  of  a  permanent  pastor  for  the  church.  Following  his 
guidance  a  congregational  meeting  was  called  and  the  following 
committee  was  elected  on  March  19  to  take  steps  to  secure  a  pas- 
tor : 

L.  T.  Hartsell,  Sr.,  Chairman        Hugh  M.   Grey 
C.   A.   Cannon  Mrs.  John   F.  Reed 

L.  M.  Richmond 

The  members  of  this  committee  felt  that  they  were  sup- 
ported, not  only  by  the  prayers  of  the  congregation,  but  also  by 
a  group  of  women  who,  for  over  a  year,  met  daily  for  prayer 
in  the  Sanctuary  at  10:00  o'clock,  remembering  at  the  Throne 
of  Grace  our  boys  and  girls  in  service,  and  asking  special  guid- 
ance in   securing  a  pastor. 

In  the  late  fall  the  committee  recommended  to  the  congre- 
gation Rev.  John  H.  McKinnon,  Pastor  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  Maxton,  X.  C.  Mr.  McKinnon  accepted  the  unanimous 
call  of  the  congregation  and  was  received  into  Concord  Pres- 
bytery January  16,  1945. 

Dr.  Foreman  continued  his  ministry  through  lanuary.  This 
congregation  will  always  remember  him  with  love  and  affec- 
tion for  his  wise  and  understanding"  leadership  and  for  his  min- 
istry as  pastor  and  preacher. 

REV.  JOHN  IT.  McKINNON,  D.  D. 
February  1.  1945  February  25,  1952 

Dr.  McKinnon  was  born  in  Tampa,  Florida,  on  September 
"iii,  1909,  the  son  of  |ohn  Pi.  and  Margaret  Briggs  McKinnon. 
He  i-.  a  graduate  of  both  Davidson  College  and  Union  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  and  received  his  degree  as  Doctor  of  Divinity 
from  Davidson  College  in  June  1952.  Before  coming  to  Concord 
he  held  pastorates  in  Cairo.  Georgia,  and  Maxton,  N.  C. 

At  his  first  service  on  February  4  he  preached  from  the 
text:  "He  must  increase,  but  I  must  decrease." — John  3:30.  He 
was  installed  on  February  18  by  the  following  committee  ap- 
pointed by  Presbytery:  Dr.  Kenneth  1.  Foreman,  who  presided 
and  offered  the  prayer  of  consecration  for  both  pastor  and  peo- 
ple: Dr.  W  k.  Eingle,  who  charged  the  minister;  Dr.  Ernest 
Beaty  who  charged  the  congregation  ;  and  Dr.  Carl  P.  Pritchett, 
who  ]  (reached  the  sermon. 

The  church  membership  at  this  time  was  635  with  a  Sundav 
School  enrollment  of  353. 
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A  period  of  expansion  began  with  Dr.  McKinnon's  ministry, 
2nd  in  line  with  tins,  the  congregation  adopted  a  systematic 
method  of  benevolences,  according  to  the  scale  recommended  by 
Presbytery. 

Among  the  interesting  church  events  of  this  year  was  the 
celebration  of  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  Benevolent  Society 
on  April  Kith.  1945.  This  Societv,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
years  during  the  War  Between  the  States,  has  been  active  since 
its  organization  in  1845. 
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In  May  of  this  year  the  Rowan  Men's  Class  financed  a 
monthly  publication,  "The  Inspirer,"  which,  together  with 
church  bulletins  and  letters,  was  sent  to  our  nun  and  women 
in  the  armed  forces.  Special  services  of  prayer  and  thanksgiv- 
ing were  held  on  both  VE  and  VJ   Days. 

The  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School  which  had  lapsed  for  sev- 
eral vears.  was  started  again  in  May  1946  under  the  leadership 
of  Miss  Sarah  Xiblock,  Director  of  Religious  Education,  and 
has  since  become  a  regular  feature  of  our  work  with  the  children 
and  young  people. 

Joint  Communion  services  among  all  the  Presbyterian 
Churches  of  the  town  were  inaugurated  in  January  1946.  These 
services  rotate  every  year  and  have  been  the  means,  to  some  ex- 
tent, of  drawing  the  members  of  the  various  churches  into  a 
closer  and  more  sympathetic   relationship. 

A  great  impetus  was  given  to  World  Missions  in  fanuary 
1948  In-  "The  School  of  Missions,"  suggested  and  guided  by  Dr. 
McKinnon.  Throughout  this  month  the  entire  church  member- 
ship met  on  Wednesday  nights  at  6:15  for  supper,  followed  by  a 
period  of  missionary  studv  and  a  film  strip.  The  Visual  Aid 
Equipment,  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs  Roy  C.  Crooks  and  Mrs.  L. 
D.  Coltrane  III  in  memory  of  Lt.  Roy  C.  Crooks.  Jr.  (W.  W.  II) 
was  used  for  the  first  time.  This  beautiful  memorial  will  prove 
for  many  years,  not  only  a  pleasure,  but  a  valuable  aid  in 
church  and  Sunday  School  instruction. 

This  quickened  interest  in  mssions  was  shown  in  a  most 
practical  way  when  the  church  assumed  one-half  the  support 
of  a  missionary  family,  the  |ohn  Boyles,  missionaries  to  Brazil, 
and  the  Foreign   Missions  Offering  totaled  $4,057.00. 

Three  bronze  memorial  plaques  were  unveiled  in  the  vesti- 
bule of  the  church  on  June  5,  1949.  The  first  of  these  was  in 
memory  of  Dr.  J.  C.  Rowan,  under  whose  ministry  the  church 
was  built;  the  second  plaque  in  memory  of  Rt.  Fred  Y.  McCon- 
nell  had  been  removed  from  the  vestibule  of  the  church  on  De- 
pot Street;  and  the  third  plaque  bore  the  names  of  the  voung 
men  from  our  church  who  gave  their  lives  in  World  War  11  : 

Charles  A.  Cannon.  Jr.  Roy  C.  Crooks,  |r. 

Joseph  F.  Cannon,  Jr  Hinton  McEeod,  Jr. 

Robert  E.  Ridenhour  III 

The  light  of  the  candle  shining  abroad  now  began  to  burn 
more  brightly  at  home,  and  when  the  General  Assemble  launch- 
ed the  "Program  of  Progress"  in  fanuary  1948,  several  goals 
to  be  obtained  were  sugggested.  One  of  these  was  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  outpost  chapels  and/or  Sunday  Schools.  In 
years  past  this  church  had  done  an  outstanding  work  in  organ- 
izing mission  Sunday  Schools  all  of  which  with  one  exception, 
have    developed    into    flourishing    and    self-sustaining    churches. 
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The  call  now  came  from  South  Union  Street  where  a  great  door 
for  service  seemed  to  he  opening  for  a  growing  community. 

Our  congregation  from  the  first  was  vitallv  interested  in  this 
new  field,  and  following  the  enthusiastic  leadership  of  Dr.  Mc- 
Kmnon  secured,  through  Rev.  Robert  Turner,  Piesbyterys  Sec- 
retary of  Home  Missions,  Miss  Rosanna  Barnes  to  make  a  survey 
of  the  field.  The  report  was  favorable  and  it  is  a  cause  for  great 
rejoicing  that,  overcoming  obstacles  which  arose,  in  a  little  over 
three  years  a  build  ng  was  erected  and  dedicated.  It  is  now 
Covenant  Church  (a  more  detailed  account  of  which  appears 
elsewhere),  a  well  established  and  growing  church  served  by  a 
fine  pastor  in  a  fine  community. 

Another  successful  form  of  church  work  was  "The  School  of 
Stewardship"  conducted  along  the  same  lines  as  th_j  "School  of 
Missions."  Every  phase  ol  this  important  subject  embracing 
the  stewardship  of  hie.  talents,  and  possessions  was  emphasized, 
and  when  the  General  Assembly  called  for  the  "Tithing  Adven- 
ture," man}'  of  the  elders  and  deacons  responded  by  giving  a 
tenth  of  their  income  to  the  work  ^\  the  church,  and  this  ex- 
ample was  followed  by  many  in   the  congregation. 

Dr.  McKinnon  established  the  work  of  our  church  and  Sun- 
day School  on  a  sound  lr\s:s,  and  kept  the  church's  program  of 
education,  service  and  fellowship  constantly  before  the  congre- 
g  tion. 

In  the  report  to  Pr.-sbyt  :ry  April  1  :  ">  1 ,  we  find  the  foil  w- 
ing  figures  : 

Church  membership  649 

Added  on  (  ertificate  G  i 

Added  <  n  Profession  of  Faith  A.* 

Sunday  Sch   ol  enrollment  AA 

Total  contributions  for  all  causes,  $68,678.53. 

On  January  "id,  1952,  Dr.  McKinnon  reques  ed  the  congre- 
gation to  concur  with  him  in  asking  Concord  Presbyterv  to  dis- 
solve pastoral  relations  that  he  might  accept  a  call  to  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church,  Knoxvillc,  Tennessee.  He  preached  his 
last  sermon  on  February  M,  ending  a  constructive  and  able 
ministry  of  seven  years.  An  expression  of  appreciation  from 
the  Session  carried  in  the  church  calendar  expresses  also  the  feel- 
ing of  the  congregation  : 

-"In  his  leadership  of  the  work  of  the  church,  he 
has  unerringly  tried  to  find  the  way  of  the  Master 
Teacher.  We  feel  stronger  and  better  aide  to  carry  on 
than    when   he   came    to   us,   and   for   this   we   are   truly 

thankful." 

The  flowers  in  the  sanctuary  on  February  "24  were  in  honor 
of   Dr.  McKinnon  and  family,  and  as  a  further  mark  of  love  and 
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INTERIOR  OF  SANCTUARY  LOOKING  TOWARD  CHANCEL 

esteem,  two  handsome  silver  urns  were  presented  to  them,  by 
the  congregation. 

At  a  congregational  meeting  held  on  .March  9,  1952,  the  fol- 
lowing persons  were  elected  to  serve  as  a  committee  to  nominate 
a  past*  ir  : 

Elders:  J.  Archie  Cannon.  Chairman,  Hugh  M.  Grey;  Dea- 
cons: Ralph  Glenn  and  M.  L.  Lafferty;  Congregation:  Mrs.  J. 
Eris  Cassell.  Mrs.  C.  D.  Sides,  and  William  Ritchie. 
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REV.   WILLIAM   HENRY  FRASER,  D.  D. 
April  13,  1952  Supply  September  7,  1952 

During  the  weeks  Following  Dr.  McKinnon's  resignation  the 
pulpit  was  supplied  by  different  visiting  ministers,  but  on  April 
13  the  congregation  was  Fortunate  in  having  Dr.  \Y.  II.  Fraser 
begin  his  ministry  as  Supply  Pastor.  Dr.  Fraser  was  former!}7 
President  of  Queens  College,  Charlotte,  from  1921  until  his  re- 
tirement in  1939.  Since  then  he  had  been  in  almost  continuous 
demand  as  Supply   Minister. 

Dr.  Fraser  served  this  church  most  acceptably  during  the 
summer  months,  preaching  at  the  morning  service  and  teaching 
in  the  Sunday  School,  and  in  addition  he  did  an  unusual  pas- 
toral work,  visiting  not  only  the  sick  and  shut-ins  but  every 
member  of  the  congregation.  He  served  this  church  until  Sep- 
tember when  he  left  to  supply  the  pulpit  of  Hopewell  Church, 
Mecklenburg  G  unity. 

Pater,  he  responded  to  a  call  from  Florida,  where  he  had 
spent  several  winters  and  while  on  a  visit  home  in  June  1953 
he  suffered  serious  injuries  in  an  automobile  accident,  from 
which  he  died  on  June  20.  The  funeral  service  was  conducted 
in  Covenant  Church,  Charlotte,  where  tribute  was  paid  him, 
not  only  as  a  wise  and  progressive  College  President,  but  also 
as  a  man  and  minister  who  "gave  his  best  for  the  advancement 
of  Christ's   Kingdom   upon   earth." 

DR.  ERNEST  A.  BEATY 
September  28,  1952  Supply  December  2s,  1952 

I  )r.  Beaty  came  to  us  as  an  old  friend  who  had  filled  the  pul- 
pit on  numerous  occasions  and  had  taught  the  Rowan  Men's 
CI  iss  for  several  months. 

He  conducted  the  Sunday  Morning  services  and  at  the  Mid- 
week Prayer  Meeting  taught  "The  Hop-  Spirit."  (Dr.  J.  A. 
Jones)  the  intensive  Bible  study  for  the  year  of  the  Women 
of  the  Church.  Pater  he  took  as  a  subject  "The  Hand  of  God 
in  History"  and  presented  this  profound  subject  in  a  most  in- 
teresting manner. 

Our  people  are  indebted  to  him  for  this  ministry  and  he  will 
always  receive  a  warm   welcome  from  this  congregation. 

The  committee  elected  in  March  to  secure  a  pastor  reported 
at  a  congregational  meeting  on  October  12  that  they  unani- 
mously recommended  Dr.  John  Malcolm  Murchison,  Pastor  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Clarksville,  Tennessee.  We  re- 
joice that  in  answer  to  our  prayers  Dr.  Murchison  accepted  the 
call  with  a  view  to  beginning  his  work  here  in   Tanuarv  1953. 
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Dr.  Murcliison  was  born  in  Bunkie,  Louisiana,  on  June  25, 
L908.  His  parents  were  John  Malcolm  and  Celess  May  Dillon 
Murcliison.  He  married  Miss  Clara  Christian  of  Roxbury,  Vir- 
ginia, and  they  have  five  children,  three  daughters  and  two  sons. 

Dr.  Murchison  graduated  from  both  Davidson  College  and 
Union  Theological  Seminary,  later  taking  post-graduate  work 
at  the  same  seminary  for  the  ThM.  degree.  Before  coming  to 
Concord  he  had  held  pastorates  at  Roxbury,  Virginia,  Crowley, 
Louisiana,  and  Clarksville,  Tennessee.  Me  received  an  honor- 
ary Doctor  of  Divinity  degree  from  Southwestern  at  Memphis. 
Tennessee  in  1952. 

His  first  service,  on  the  first  Sunday  of  the  New  Year,  was 
appropriately-  a  Communion  Service,  and  Dr  Murchison  used 
as  a  Communion  Meditation  '"The  Disciples'  Joy"  base.'!  on 
the  text  from  John's  Gospel  (15:11),  "These  things  have  1 
spoken  unto  you,  that  my  joy  might  remain  in  you,  and  that 
your  joy  might  be  full." 

The  install  tion  service  was  held  on  January  "25  at  5  :U0 
o'cl  ck  P.  M.,  conducted  by  the  following  commission  appointed 
bv  Presbytery:  Rev.  Oren  Moore  who  presided,  preached  the 
sermon  and  propounded  the  questions;  Rev.  S.  C.  Farrior  who 
charged  the  pastor;  and  Elder  Ernest  A.  Beaty  who  charged 
the  congregation.  Alternates:  Rev.  David  Blue  and  Elder 
John    F.   Mclnnis. 

Dr.  Murchison  entered  wholeheartedly  into  the  World  Mis- 
sions season,  tentative  plans  for  which  had  been  made  before 
his  arrival.  Presbytery's  Committee  on  World  Missions  had 
ananged  for  a  special  missionary  address  by  Dr.  J.  A.  [ones, 
Pastor  of  Myers  Park  Presbyterian  Church,  Charlotte,  who 
spoke  at  the  evening  service  on  February  22.  Dr.  [ones  gave  a 
report  cm  his  recent  visit  to  our  mission  in  the  Belgian  Congo, 
and  brought  out  the  promising  as  well  as  the  precarious  features 
of  our  work  there.  He  emphasized  the  fact  that  the  Church  at 
home  holds  the  answer  to  the  choice  Africa  is  now  facing: 
Christ  or  Communism. 

On  October  25,  Rev.  Raynard  Arehart,  missionary  for  eigh- 
teen years  to  Brazil,  gave  a  challenging  resume  of  World  Mis- 
sions in  the  countries  in  which  our  Southern  Church  supports 
missions. 

Another  report  from  Brazil  came  from  Rev.  and  Mrs.  John 
Boyle,  our  own  missionaries  in  that  field.  Although  they  stress- 
ed the  privileges  and  not  the  hardships  of  their  work,  some  of 
their  pressing  needs  were  apparent.  Through  the  generosity 
of  groups  and  individuals,  together  with  a  special  appropriation 
by  the  Board  of  World  Missions,  a  much  needed  station  wagon 
was  bought. 
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Dr.  Murchison  was  faced  early  in  his  ministry  with  the  Ne- 
gro Work  Campaign  put  on  by  the  General  Assembly,  and  he 
began  at  once  to  plan  for  our  church  to  meet  this  challenge  and 
opportunity.  With  two  members  of  the  congregation  he  at- 
tended an  .Area  meeting  in  Charlotte  where  the  speakers  brought 
out  our  past  failure,  our  present  opportunity,  recommended 
Campaign  plans,  and  finally  gave  to  each  church  in  the  area 
its  allotment  for  this  important  cause. 

Dr.  William  Crowe,  Synod's  Chairman  for  this  committee, 
spoke  at  the  Midweek  Prayer  Meeting,  and  through  sermons  and 
literature,  the  importance  of  this  Campaign  was  kept  before  the 
congregation.  A  Steering  Committee  from  the  Finance  Commit- 
tees of  both  Session  and  Diaconate  was  appointed  with  Mr.  H. 
M.  Grey,  Chairman.  This  committee  made  personal  contact 
with  all  church  members,  and  it  is  a  source  of  great  gratifica- 
tion that  between  May  lT-June  '31,  without  pressure  or  fanfare, 
the  entire  amount  asked  of  our  church — $7,348 — was  fully  sub- 
scribed. 

Dr.  Murchison  had  been  here  but  a  short  time  before  it  was 
evident  that  he  was  full}"  committed  to  tin-  belief  that  "Evan- 
gelism is  the  task  of  the  Church,"  and  that  "the  sum  and  sub- 
stance  of  the  Gospel  is  to  proclaim  Jesus  Christ  and  Him  Cruci- 
fied, as  the  Saviour  and  Lord  of  our  lives."  A  \  isitation  Cam- 
paign was  put  on  in  September  through  which  every  family  in  the 
church  was  visited  and  urged  to  become  active  participants  in 
the  services  of  the  church.  This  was  followed  by  a  visit  from 
Rev.  Milton  B.  Faust,  Synod's  Director  of  Evangelism.  Early 
in  January  the  announcement  was  made  that  Dr.  A.  L.  Currie 
of  Nashville,  Tennessee,  would  hold  a  weeks'  preaching  mission 
March  Lo-21,  a  fitting  culmination  of  Spiritual  Emphasis  Week. 
Our  people  were  urged  to  prav  tor  these  services,  to  attend  and 
bring  others,  and  during  the  week  preceding  Dr.  Currie' s  com- 
ing, cottage  prayer  meetings  led  by  the  Elders,  were  held  in 
various  parts  of  town.  Dr.  Currie's  messages  were  deeply 
spiritual   and   were  a  great  blessing  to  all   who  heard  them. 

Dr.  Murchison  held  two  Communicants'  Classes,  one  in  the 
spring  and  the  other  during  the  Advent  Season  for  the  Junior 
and  Pioneer  boys  and  girls.  Main'  of  these  were  among  the  forty 
members  received  during  the  full  calendar  vear  of  1  !•■">:■>;  "20  on 
profession  of  faith,  and  20  by  certificate. 

It  has  long  been  a  matter  of  dee])  concern  that  our  church 
during  its  long  history  has  had  so  few  of  its  young  people  to  give 
themselves  to  all  time  Christian  work,  but  surely  our  prayers 
were  answered  when  within  one  year  two  fine  young  men  de- 
cided to  enter  the  ministry.  Elmer  Lee  Chaney,  Jr.,  met  with 
the  Session  on  March  29  as  a  candidate  for  the  ministry,  and  be- 
ing recommended  to  Concord  Presbytery,  was  received  by  that 
bodv  on  Tuesdav.   lulv  14,  at  Statesville,  X.  C. 
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William  Creighton  Peden  111  also  was  officially  recognized 
by  the  Session  as  a  ministerial  candidate  on  January  31,  1954, 
and  was  received  by  Presbytery  on  April  20,  1954. 

Xet   Communicants  at  end  of  year  663 

S.  S.  Enrollment  including  Cradle  Roll  and 

Home    Department  509 

THE  SESSION 

John  Malcolm  Murchison  F.  C.  Xiblock 

Moderator  Clerk 

1954  1955  1956 

A.  W.  Brumlev  J.  A.  Cannon  J.    Rov   Davis 

\\  .   C.  Cannon  \Y.  C.  Peden  R.  A.  Glenn 

H.   M.   Grev  Ernest   Porter  F.  C.  Niblock 

L.  M.  Richmond  G.  Pat   Ritchie  Dr.   R.    B.   Rankin 

Reserve  Elders 
I.    I.  Barnhardt  VV.  G.  Caswell  B.    B.   Horton 

S.  L.   Black  J.  S.  Foster  T.  F.  Morrison 

C.  A.  Cannon  B.   E.  Harris  E    Sauvain 

Roy  C.  Crooks  L.  T.  Hartsell,  Sr. 

The  following  have  also  served  as  Elders: 
*H.  M.  Winecoff       \Y.   Xeal  Pharr 
*Dr.  R.  M.  King  (Now  of  Belmont,  N.  C.) 

BOARD  OF  DEACONS 
Dr.  Joe  V.  Davis,  Jr.,  Chairman         A.  J.  Yorke,  Yice-Chairman 
E.   D.  Coltrane  III,  Secretarv 
1954  1955  lit.')  6 

L.  D.  Coltrane  111  Leslie    1.   Correll         T.  M.  Alexander,  Ir. 

Dr.  loe  Y.  Davis.  Jr.      Carl   A.   Furr  L.   McC.   Caldwell 

M.  B.  Foil  R.   P.  Hauler  R.  G.  Hayes 

T.  F.  Morrison,   lr.        Howard  R.   Loven       I.   K.   Hillman 
I.  A.  Porter  G.  B    McClellan  H.  E.  Hollingsworth 

I.  P.  Reeder  \Y.    David    Ratch-       Z.  A.  Morris,  Ir. 

\Y.  J.  Richards  ford  C.  I).  Porter 

G.  H.  Richmond.  Jr.      Thomas  L.  Ross         E.  S.  Towery 
A.   Jones   Yorke 

Reserve  Deacons 
\Y.    B.  Cothran  M.  L.  Laffertv  T.  X.  Spencer 

L.  T.  Hartsell.  Ir.         ).  G.  McCachern  E.  Farrell  White 

W.  I.  Holding  E-   L.  Morrison  H.  H.  Whittle 

A.  R.  Howard  R.  E.  Ridenhour,  Jr.     Hugh  M.  Grey,  Jr. 

G.  L.  Lang,  Jr. 

The  following  also  served  as  deacons: 

Julius  Fisher  (now  of  Asheville),  J.  Eris  Cassell*.  F.  M. 
Youngblood*.  George  F.  Corl*.  J.  G.  Lowe*,  P.  B.  Fetzer.* 

*    Deceased. 
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ELDERS    (1954)- Front  row:    R.  A.  Glenn,   W.   C.   Cannon,  J.  Roy   Davis,  F.   C.  Niblock 
Back  Row:  G.  Pat  Ritchie,  W.  C.  Peden,  H.  M.  Grey,  B.  B.  Horton 


ELDERS  (1954)— Front  Row:  Dr.  R.  B.  Rankin,  S.  L.  Black.  \V.  G.  Caswell,  J.  A.  Cannon, 
B.  E.  Harris,  Jr. 

Back   Row:     E.   Sauvain,  A.   W.   Brumley,   L.   T.   Hartsell,   J.   J.   Barn- 
hardt,  John  S.  Foster,  Roy  C.  Crooks 
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T.    F.    Morrison,    Si\.    Elder 


L.   M.  Richmond,   Elder 


Alex  R.   Howard 


THE  TRUSTEES 
L.  T.  Hartsell,  Sr. 


E.  L.   Morrison 


Treasurer — E.  S.  Towery 

Assistant  Treasurer — Mrs.  E.  S.  Towery,  Jr. 

Choir   Director — Professor   Kenneth   Moore 

Organist — Miss  Eugenia   Brumley 

Director  of  Junior  and  Cherub  Choirs — Mrs.  Carl  Spears,  Jr. 

Church  Secretary — Mrs.  William  A.  Burris 

Director  of   Christian   Education — Mrs.   C.    D.   Sides 

THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

Director  of  Christian  Education — Mrs.  C.  D.  Sides 

Superintendent — W.    David   Ratchford 

Assistant  Superintent — Dr.  G.  L.   Lang" 

Secretary  and  Treasurer — E.  L.  Morrison 

Director  of  Junior-Pioneer  Choirs — Mrs.  Carl  L.  Spears,  Jr. 

Librarian — Mrs.   Anna   Walker 

Children's  Work  Counselor — Mrs.  John  K.  Hillman 
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DEACONS  (1954).     Front  row:  L.  M.  Caldwell,  C.  A.  Furr,  C.  D.  Porter,  M.  L.  Lafferty. 
Back  Row:     L.  T.  Hartsell,  Jr.,  J.  A.  Porter,  H.  H.  Whittle. 


OTHER  OFFICERS   (1954)— J.  K.  Hillman,  W.  J.  Holding,  W 
Ernest  Porter.  Elder. 


.  Cothran    Deacons;  and 
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ORGANIZED    ADULT    CLASSES 

The   Grier   Bible   Class 
Rowan  Men's  Bible  Class 

Fellowship  Class 

McKinnon  Class 

DEPARTMENTS 
Senior  Department 

Superintendent — Miss   Caroline   White 

Adult  Advisors — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Spears.  Jr. 

Teacher — Hugh  Grey.    ]r. 

Pioneer    Department 

Superintendent — Mrs.    G.    Pat    Ritchie 

Adult  Advisors — Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  P.   Keeder 

Teachers — Mrs.  M.   B.  Corriher,  Miss  Mary  Niblock,  George 

H.  Richmond.  Jr.,  \Y.   1!.  Cothran 
Substitute — Frank  .Austin 

Junior    Department 

Superintendent — Mrs.  C.   1).  Sides 

Teachers — Mrs.  Stokes  White,  Mrs.  John  Morrison.  Mrs.  W. 
A.  Ritchie,  Mrs.  John   Foster,  John   K.   llillman 

Primary   Department 

Superintendent — Mrs.  Paul   Lentz 

Teachers — Mrs.  Robert  Glover,  Mrs.  R.  C.  Williams,  Miss  El- 
len    Niblock,    Mrs.    <  )ren    Cssery,    Miss    Laura    Gillon, 
Miss  Margaret   Ritchie,  Mrs.  Doyle  Stewart 

Kindergarten    Department 

Superintendent — Mrs.   C.  F.   Ritchie,  Jr. 

Teachers — Mrs.   Harry  G.   Brown.   Mrs.  George  Slaton,  Miss 

Elizabeth    Plexico,   Mrs.   E.   E.   Caldwell.   Miss   Mildred 

Pinker 

Nursery    Department 

Superintendent — Mrs.  L.  D.  Coltrane  III 

Teachers — Mrs.    James   Adams,    Mrs.    Fred   Alexander,    Mrs. 
Hal  Allen,  Mrs.  E.  S.  Towery,   |r. 
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Cradle   Roll   Class 

Superintendent — Mrs.   David  Ratchford 

Assistants — Mrs.  James  Wicker.   Mrs.   Barry   Hawkins,   Mrs. 
Sam    Colerider. 

Cradle    Roll   At   Home 

Superintendent — Mrs.   Tom    Alexander.   Jr. 
Home   Department 

Superintendent — Miss  Addie   White 

Chairmen — Children's  Choir   Mothers — Mrs.  G.  L.   Lane",    lr., 
Mrs.  E.  M.  Barrier 

Senior  Fellowship 

President — Morrison    Brown  Treasurer — Isabel   Litaker 

Vice-President — lane    Kinard         Secretary — Sarah  Ann  Pat- 
ter " 
Pioneer  Fellowship 
President — Knox  Hillman,  Jr.         Secretary — Judy    Black 
Vice-President — David    Coats         Treasurer — Gladys  Smith 

Til  E  MEN  OF  THE  CHURCH 
President — W.  B.  Cothran 
Vice-President — I  iarry  Hollingsworth 
Secretary — E.  M.  Barrier 

Treasurer — James   A.   Towery 

THE  WOMEN  OF  THE  CHURCH 

President — Mrs.   W.   B.  Thomson 
Vice-President — Mrs.  M.   B.  Foil 
Recording  Secretary — 'Miss  Elizabeth    Ross 
Corresponding  Secretary — Miss  Addie   White 
Treasurer — Aliss  Helen  Marsh 
Historian — Mrs.  John  F.  Reed 
Secretary  of   Literature — Mrs.   R.   C.   Williams 
Pastor's  Aid — Mrs.  R.  E.  Ridenhour,   |r. 
Pianist— Mrs.   Leslie  J.  Correll 

Committee   Chairmen 
Spiritual    Growth — Mrs.    J.    A.    Cannon 
World   Missions— Mrs.  D.   G.   Calder.  Jr. 
Church   Extension — Mrs.    E.   Farrell   White 
Annuities  and  Relief — Miss  Clara  Harris 
Stewardship — Mrs.   Clyde  Pounds 
General   Fund   Agencies — Mrs.   W.    B.    Cothran 
Chancel    Appointments — Airs.    Bernard    Fetzer.    Mrs.    E.    C. 

Barnhardt,  Jr.,  Mrs.  R.  S.  Young 
Social   Activities— Mrs.   Ralph   Boyd,   Mrs.    ].   V.   Davis,  Jr., 

Mrs.   J.   P.    Reeder,    Mrs.   A.   R.    Hoover;   Jr..   Mrs.   J.    C. 

Wadsworth,  Mrs.  A.  Jones  Yorke 
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Circle   Chairmen 


1 — Mrs.   Chailes   Porter 
2— Mrs.  John  Porter 
3 — Airs.  Lrnrles  Wadsworth 
4 — Mrs.   C.    F.   Ritchie.    Ir. 
'—Mrs    E.  M.  Barrier 
(i — Mrs.    Robert   Glover 


'—Mrs.  A.  R.  Howard 
3— -Mrs.  T.  F.  Morrison,  Jr 
.    i  s.  Irhn  L.  Brown,  Jr 
10 — Mrs    \V.  C.  Cannon 
-Mrs.  G    H    Rich- 
mond, Sr. 


BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY 

President — Mrs     1.    E.   Good:  i  n 
Secretary-Treasurer — Mrs.  C.  F.  Ritchie 

B(  )Y  SCOUT  TROOP  NO.  44 
Scoutmaster — Lewis   B.    Morton 


Sexton — William   Young   (25  years) 
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II-The  History  of  hie  Sunday  School  1873-1954 

The  Sunday  School  has  always  been  a  vital  part  of  the 
church's  program,  and  while  the  records  are  incomplete,  the 
minutes  of  the  Session  in  1873-78-79-50  reported  to  Presbytery 
the  fi  blowing  facts  : 

"We  have  a  Sabbath  School  for  whites  only,  conducted  by 
Elder  1).  F.  Cannon.  We  have  three  Bible  classes  in  the  Sab- 
bath School.  We  will  further  state  that  there  has  been  a  Mission 
Sabbath  School  and  preaching-  station  established  about  two 
miles  from  town  with  a  fair  prospect  of  doing  good.  A.  J.  Yorke, 
Clerk." 

In  1882  another  mention  is  made  of  "two  Sabbath  Schools.-' 
and  conforming  to  Presbyterian  standards  "these  are  under  the 
direction  of  the  Session,"  and  as  far  back  as  1884,  the  Catechism 
was  taught  in  both  mission  and  home  Sunday  Schools. 

It  is  interesting  to  look  back  through  the  years  and  note  the 
growth  and  development  of  the  Sunday  Schools  when  the  work 
was  carried  on  almost  entirely  by  the  Elders  of  the  church,  to 
the  present  time,  when  it  is  highly  organized  under  the  guidance 
of  a  Director  of  Christian  Education,  ('.one  are  the  days  when 
classes  were  held  in  the  sanctuary  or  the  basement  of  the  church, 
often  dominated  by  the  loud  voice  of  the  teacher  or  the  antics 
of  a  lively  set  of  bovs.  Graded  lessons  had  not  come  into  exist- 
ence, and  supplemental  and  illustrative  material  was  meagre. 

Hut  the  office  at  Richmond  was  aware  of  the  needs  of  these 
boys  and  girls,  and  graded  lesson  materials  were  developed  and 
suggestions  given  for  an  effective  re-organization  oi  the  Sunday 
School  and  an  educational  building  equipped  for  better  work. 

Our  own  church  was  alive  to  these  suggestion'-  and  when  a 
new  church  was  built  during  the  pastorate  of  Dr.  George  H. 
Cornelson,  provision  was  made  for  a  Departmental  Sunday 
School,  and  in  190?  there  were  IS  teachers  and  officers  with  an 
enrollment  of  'I  IS.  During  the  succeeding  pastorate  of  Dr.  |.  M . 
Grier  additional  rooms  and  equipment  were  added  in  the  base- 
ment of  the  church,  and  by  1918  the  enrollment  had  grown  to  325. 

When  the  present  church  was  built  in  192?  the  Educational 
Building  was  not  completed  until  September  of  that  year,  and 
regular  Sunday  School  classes  were  necessarily  discontinued  for 
a  short  time  but  systematic  planning  was  being  done,  and  when 
the  building  was  opened,  the  following  officers  and  depart- 
ments were  functioning: 

Superintendent — C.  F.  Ritchie 
Assistant  Superintendent — F.  C.  Niblock 
Secretary-Treasurer — T.  T.  Smith 
Assistant-Secretary — George  C.   Fisher 
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Seniors:     Superintendent — Miss  May  White 

Teachers— F.  C.  Niblock,  Mrs.  \Y.  J.  Hill 

Juniors:     Superintendent — Miss  Lena  Leslie 

Teachers — Mrs.   C.   F.  Ritchie.   Mrs.  J.   F.   Harris. 
Misses   Laura  Gillon,  Addie  White,   Rosa   Cald- 
well. Margaret  Ritchie,  Mrs.  L.  T.  Hartsell,  Jr.. 
E.  S.  Towery 
Intermediates:     Superintendent — Miss  Elizabeth  Woodhouse 
Teachers— Mrs.  W.  W.  Morris,  Mrs.  I).  G.  Caldwell. 
Sr.,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Rowan,  Miss  Rose  Harris,   [ones 
Y.  Pharr,  William  Ritchie 
Primary:     Superintendent — Mrs.  G.  L.  Patterson 

Teachers — Misses     Elizabeth     Black.     Mary    Fisher, 
Fannie    Morrison.    Mesdames    George    H.    Rich- 
mond, Xeal  Pharr.  Ed  Sherrill  and  A.  J.  Yorke 
Beginners:     Superintendent — Miss    Eugenia   Lore 

Teachers — Miss  Mar}'  Morrison.  Mrs.  W  .  E.  Woody 
Cradle  Roll:     Superintendent — Mrs.  C.  L.  Propst 

Teacher — Mis>    Irene    McConnell 
There  were  also  at  this  time  three  adult  Bible  classes: 
The  Grier  Bible  Class 
The  Rowan   Men's  Class 
The  Senior   Ladies'   Bible  Class 

In  Ma}"  1937,  Clarence  K.  Ale,  senior  at  Union  Theological 
Seminar}",  was  secured  to  serve  as  assistant  pastor  and  Director 
of  Young  People's  work  during  the  summer  months,  and  again 
in  l!).".!*  Mr.  Alex  McCutcheon  did  the  same  work.  The  Inter- 
mediate Department  was  re-organized  and  all  young  people 
above  the  Seniors,  age  1T-24  were  enrolled  in  a  Young  People's 
Department. 

Miss  Sarah  Niblock  served  as  Director  of  Religious  Educa- 
tion  during  the  summer  of   1938. 

The  service  rendered  by  these  young  people  was  fine,  but  be- 
ing temporary,  emphasized  the  need  for  a  permanent  D.  C.  E. 
to  meet  the  growing  needs  (if  our  boys  and  girls.  The  Session 
recognized  this  and  the  following  have  since  filled  the  office 
of  D.  C.  E.: 

Miss  Katherine  Keiger — September  1940-June  1942 
Miss  Olivia  Ledbetter — June  TM'2-September  1943 
Miss  Anne  Jones — September  1943-March   1944 
Miss   Sarah/ Niblock — Februarv   1946-June  1948 
Miss  Kate   McChesney— October  1948-July   1949 
Miss   Dorothv  Downey— July  1951-April  1952 
Mr-.  C.  D.  Sides— May  1952-October  1952 
Mr-.    Bruce   Touchton — October   1952-Tanuary   1953 
Mrs.  C.  D.  Sides —  January  1953  - 


From  the  records  we  find  the  following  have  served  as  offi- 
cers in  the  Sunday  School: 
Superintendents 

1.  David  F.  Cannon,  1873-189-J 

Asst.   Supts.   M.   H.   Caldwell.   L8S6 ;   1.   A.   Sims,  1890-9:3; 
11.  1.  Woodhouse,  1893 

2.  II.   1.  Woodhouse,  1895-1898 

Assistant  Superintendent:     J.  W.  Burkhead,  1S93 
Secretary :     A.  M.   Faggart 

3.  Brevard    K.  Harris,  1899-1909 

1.      la_\    D.   Lent/..   1909-1910 

Assistant  Superintendent:     H.  1.  Woodhouse 

5.  H.  1.  Woodhouse,   1910-1919 
Assistant  Superintendent:     J.   F.   Hurley 

6.  C.  F.  Ritchie.  1919-1939 

Assistant  Superintendents:  T.  T.  Smith,  F.  C.  Niblock, 
I.  Eris  Cassell 

Secretary-Treasurer:  George  C.  Fisher,  Thomas  Alexan- 
der.'Jr. 

7.  1.  Eris  Cassell.  1939-1941 

Assistant   Superintendent:      Ralph   Glenn 

8.  Ralph  Glenn,   1941-1943 

9.  E.  Farrell  White,  1943-1946 

Assistant  Superintendent:     E.  S.  Towery 
Secretary-Treasurer:      Harry    Lee   Johnston 

10.  W.  C.  Peden,  1946-1950 

Assistant   Superintendent:      E.    Farrell    White 

1  1.     John    K.   Hillmna,   1950-1953 

Assistant   Superintendent:      E.   Farrell  White 

12.     David  Ratchford,   1953 

Assistant  Superintendent:      Leon   Lang- 
Secretary-Treasurer — E.  L.  Morrison 

These  men  were  busy  during  the  week,  but  gave  untiringly 
of  their  time  and  devotion  to  this  work,  and  who  can  measure 
the  influence  for  good  which  they  exerted  through  the  years? 

Note  the  long  tenure  of  office  of  the  following: 

David  F.  Cannon  1878-91  (21  years) 

H.    1.   Woodhouse    (different  periods)    Approx.   15  years 

C.  F.  Ritchie  1919-1939   (20  years) 

B.  E.  Harris  1899-1909  (10  years) 
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Children  who  have  memorized  the  Child's  Catechism  during 
the  past  two  years: 

Judy  Kinard  Mike  Coltrane  Mack  Earnhardt 
James  Babb,  Jr.  Betsy  Whitley  Marilyn  Lang- 
Jimmy  Murchison  Martha  Murchison  Ricky  Carlough 
Chalmers  Faggart  Ann  Adams  Danny  Coltrane 
Margaret  Cannon  Melanie  Howell  Louise  Lang 
Jennie  Bethune  Paul  Lentz.  Jr.  Mary  Lancaster 
Ed  Stewart  Lentz 

The  Shorter  Catechism — Joiin  Porter 

ORGANIZED  ADULT  CLASSES 

THE    GRIER    BIBLE    CLASS 

1910-11-14 

The  Grier  Bible  Class  was  begun  about  1910-11  by  Dr.  J.  M. 
Grier  who  also  taught  it  every  Sunday  afternoon  for  several 
vears.  Previously  a  class  of  women  had  been  taught  by  Mrs. 
R.  S.  Harris,  and  one  for  young  men  by  Mrs.  Laura  Leslie  Ross, 
but  both  of  these  had  been  discontinued  and  this  new  class  filled 
a  vital  need  for  the  adult  women  of  our  church.  In  the  spring 
of  1014.  Mrs,.  Earl  H.  Brown  came  into  the  church,  and  Dr.  Grier 
asked  her  to  organize  and  teach  a  Woman's  Bible  Class.  Notice 
of  this  was  given  from  the  pulpit,  and  with  21  members  pres- 
ent the  class,  named  the  Grier  Bible  Class,  was  formally  or- 
ganized and  the  following  officers  elected: 

President — Mrs.  J.  F.   Cannon 

First  Vice-President — Mrs.   I.  W.  Cannon,  Jr. 

Second  Vice-President — Mrs.  J.  B.  Womble 

Secretary — Mrs.  W.  W.  Flowe 

Treasurer — Mrs.  A.  J.  Yorke,  Sr. 

Teacher — Mrs.   Earl   H.   Brown 

Mrs.  Brown  was  a  trained  Bible  teacher,  and  this  fact,  com- 
bined with  an  attractive  personality  and  a  talent  for  leadership, 
drew  most  of  the  women  of  the  church  into  the  class.  She 
taught,  with  the  exception  of  a  year  and  a  half,  from  1914-1925, 
when  she  moved  to  Dillon,  S.  C.  She  was  succeeded  by  Mrs. 
J.  F.  Cannon  who  had  been  teaching  a  class  of  girls.  Mrs.  Can- 
non taught  for  five  years  and  the  class  during  these  two  periods 
probably  had  its  largest  enrollment. 

Some   succeeding  teachers,   have  been: 
Mrs.  W.  E.  Davis  Mrs.  Nan  Pickard 

Mrs.  D.  G.  Caldwell.  Sr.  Mrs.  W  C.  Cannon 

Miss  Marv  King  Mrs.    1.  A.  Cannon 

Mrs.  R.  G.  Riser  Mrs.   H.   1.  Woodhouse 

Mrs..  J.  Roy  Davis  Mrs.  B.  B.  Horton 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Barnhardt 

Pianist- — Mrs.  Leslie  L  Correll 
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This  class,  begun  primarily  for  Bible  study,  has  been  keenly 
aware  from  its  beginning'  of  the  duty  and  privilege  of  the  Stew- 
ardship of  possessions  and  talents.  It  has  furnished  many  lead- 
ers in  the  Sunday  School  and  supported  many  worthwhile 
causes.     From  an  old  record  we  quote: 

"The  first  work  undertaken  was  the  support  of  Flossie  Wal- 
ters (a  Concord  child)  at  Grandfather's  Orphanage,  which  cost 
$7.."><>  per  month." 

In  February  1916  the  class  purchased  an  acre  of  ground 
for  the  school  at  Banner  Elk  and  with  the  help  of  the  Men's 
Class  raised  $1,000.00  for  the  erection  of  a  dormitory  at  the  Or- 
phanage. More  money  being  needed,  an  additional  $750.00  was 
given.  This  building,  known  as  the  drier  Home,  was  later  re- 
placed by  one  of  stone,  and  is  now  the  Joseph  F.  Cannon  Cot- 
tage. (  )ther  contributions  of  these  early  years  were  given  to 
Ministerial  Relief.  Red  Cross,  Salvation  Army,  and  Christmas 
gifts  to  orphans  totaling  $1,841.76.  Girl  Scout  Troop  No.  32 
(Brownie)  is  sponsored  by  this  class. 

These  and  other  local  calls  are  still  answered.  Over  $1,500.00 
was  given  to  the  Covenant  Sunday  School  campaign,  and  Camp 
Grier  and  the  Negro  Work  Campaign  were  liberally  supported. 
The  offering  on  the  first  Sundav  of  each  month  is  set  apart  for 
Barium  Springs  (  trphanage.  and  that  on  the  fourth  Sundav  to 
the  Covenant  Church  Building  fund. 

As  has  been  stated,  the  primary  interest  of  this  class  is  the 
study  of  tlie  Bible,  but  coupled  with  this  is  a  belief  in  the  privi- 
lege and  duty  of  prayer.  For  many  years  the  members  of  this 
class  have  held  a  prayer  meeting  between  the  Sunday  School 
and  morning  service,  which  has  been  a  blessing",  not  only  to 
those  present  but  also,  we  trust,  to  our  church  and  the  cause 
of  Christ  upon  earth. 

Man_\-   years   ago   the   class   adopted   the   following  motto 
Study— The  Word 
Serve — The    Lord 
Save — (  Hhers 

May  this  indeed  and  truth  be  the  purpose  for  which  it  will 
always  exist. 

Officers  of  the  Grier  Bible  Class  1954  : 

President— Mrs.   R.    B.   Rankin 

Vice-Presidents— Mrs.   P.   Farrell   White,   Mrs.   R.   P.    Flagler 

Secretary — Mrs.  George  Fisher 

Assistant  Secretary — Miss  Irene  McConnell 

Treasurer — Miss   Addie   White 

Asisstant  Treasurer — Mrs.   M.  R.   Pounds 

Pianist — Mrs.   Leslie  J.   Correll 

Assistant  Pianists — Mrs.  J.  G.   Lowe  and   Miss  Laura   Gillon 

Teachers — Mrs.   J.  Fris  Cassell,  Mrs.  Charles  Brandon,  Mrs. 
W.  C.  Peden/Mrs.  John  F.  Reed 
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Past  Presidents  include : 

Mrs.  R.  S.  Young  Mrs.  E.  Farrell  White 

Mrs.  J.  V.  Davis  Mrs.  Robert  Dick 

Mrs.  John  Porter  Mrs.  A.  J.  Yorke,  Jr.  (2) 

Mrs.  ~E.  Sauvain  Mrs.   B.  B.  Horton 

Mrs.   L.  T.   Hartsell.  Sr.  Mrs.  J.  E.  Cassell 

Miss  Bettie  Leslie  Miss  Willie  Richmond  (2) 

Mrs.  R.  O.  Caldwell  Mrs.  C.  F.  Ritchie 

Mrs.   Roy  C.  Crooks  (2)  Mrs.  Gales  Pickard 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Litaker 

THE   ROWAN    MEN'S  CLASS 

—1914— 

This  class  was  organized  in  February  191-4  vvith  less  than  a 
dozen  men  as  active  members,  but  these  few  were  determined 
to  make  this  class  a  worthwhile  force  in  our  church  and  shortly 
the  active  membership  reached   110   men. 

This  goal  was  achieved  through  the  zeal  of  the  first  Presi- 
dent, F.  C.  Xiblock,  and  the  aggressive  work  of  his  successor. 
J.  J.  Barnhardt. 

Mr.  W.  G.  Caswell.  Elder,  the  first  teacher,  taught  for  23 
years  and  was  succeeded  in  turn  by  Mr.  L.  T.  Hartsell.  Sr.,  and 
Dr.  Ernest  Beaty  of  the  Davidson  College  faculty.  In  July 
1943  Dr.  Frontis  Johnston,  also  of  Davidson,  was  secured  as 
teacher  and  is  continuing  to  the  present  time. 

All  of  these  men  have  given  faithful  and  consecrated  service 
to  the  class,  and  with  its  officers  and  members  have  made  it  a 
.strong  force  in  the  church  and  community. 

One  of  their  earliest  interests  was  the  support  of  Miss  Esther 
Matthews,  missionary  to  Korea,  and  upon  her  retirement  the 
class  turned  their  attention  to  other  worthwhile  causes  and  proj- 
ects.    Among  these  may  be  noted : 

Monthlv  contributions  to  Barium  Springs  Orphanage 

Organization  and  support  of  Boy  Scout  Troop  Xo.  44 

Contributions  to: 

Salvation   Army  Work 

Ministerial   students 

Camp  Grier  project 

Covenant  Sunday  School  and  Church 

Negro  Work   Campaign 

Broad-Lincoln  Street  Mission 

Sending  students  to  various  conferences 

Assistance  in  furnishing  needed  equipment  for  the  church, 

and  various  other  causes  from  time  to  time. 

The  liberality  of  this  class  is  recognized,  but  more  often 
than  not,  they  obey  the  Scriptural  injunction — "when  thou  doest 
thine   alms,    let   not   thy    left   hand    know    what   thv    rioht   hand 
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doeth."  Surely  one  day  they  will  have  fulfilled  to  them  the 
promise:  "Thy  Father,  which  seeth  in  secret,  Himself  shall  re- 
ward thee  openly." 

Looking  back  at  the  forty  years  since  this  class  was  organ- 
ized, we  find  that  a  large  number  who  were  among  the  109  men 
present  at  the  big  Supper-Banquet  have  passed  to  their  reward, 
but  there  are  still  many  fine  men  in  the  church  who  have  never 
affiliated  with  any  Sunday  School  class.  The  call  is  coming  to 
them  today  to  unite  forces  and  go  forward  in  the  King's  business. 

Present  officers  of  the  class  are : 

President — Z.  A.  Morris,  jr. 

Vice-Presidents — A.   W.    Brumley,  J.   F.   Fisher 

Secretary — W.  A.  Caldwell 

Treasurer — C.  H.  Craven 

Teacher — Dr.   Frontis  Johnston 

Pianist — Mrs.  Ed  Sherrill 

Past  Presidents  have  been  : 

F.   C.  Niblock  H.  M.  Grey 

1.    I.   Barnhardt    (2)  C.  A.  Furr 

J.  A.   Cannon   (3)  G.  Pat  Ritchie 

L.  T.  Hartsell,  Jr.  Ralph   Glenn 

H.   I.  W'oodhouse  \V.  C.  Cannon 

VV.  X.  Pharr  S.  L.  Black 

E.  Sauvain  B.  E.  Harris 

L.  K.   Lee  11.  W.  Calloway,  Jr. 

E.   Farrell    White  George  B.  McClellan 

J.  P.   Reeder  Robert  G.  Hayes 

A.  \Y.  Brumley 


THE    FELLOWSHIP    CLASS 

—1941  — 

The  history  of  this  class  really  goes  back  to  a  period  in  1933 
when  a  class  called  "The  Young  People's  Bible  Class"  was  or- 
ganized by  Miss  Elizabeth  Woodhouse  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
young  adults  in  the  church,  and  Mr.  H.  M.  Grey  and  Miss  Wood- 
house  were  the  teachers.  By  January  1946  the  class  had  grown 
and  was  divided  into  two  sections:  the  boys  taught  by  J.  Eris 
Cassell,  and  the  girls  by  Miss  Wroodhouse  and  Mrs.  R.  E.  Riden- 
hour,  Jr.  In  June  193?  the  name  was  changed  to  "Young  Peo- 
ple's Department"  and  the  class,  formally  organized,  occupied 
the  Ladies'  Parlor  fitted  up  especially  for  them.  Again  in  Oc- 
tober the  name  was  changed  to  the  "Young  Woman's  Bible 
Class"  with  Mrs.  J.  J.  Barnhardt  as  teacher.  Later  when 
young  men  entered  the  class  it  was  "The  Bible  Class"  with  Miss 
Elizabeth  Ross  president. 
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This  shifting  of  names  and  classes  was  largely  due,  not  to 
indifference,  hut  to  the  business  of  getting  a  college  education 
which  disrupted  the  membership.  But  the  definite  need  for 
such  a  class  developed  into  what  is  now  "The  Fellowship  Class," 
the  name  adopted  in  June  1941.  The  membership  embraces  many 
of  the  young  adults  in  the  church. 

Dr.  Frontis  Johnston  taught  for  a  short  time  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Miss  Lillian  Quinn  of  the  High  School  faculty  who, 
with  Mrs.  Roy  Davis  as  co-teacher,  taught  the  class  for  many 
years. 

The  war  years  took  their  toll  of  the  members  and  the  class 
was  discontinued  for  a  short  while  during  World  War  11.  but  in 
the  spring  of  L946  it  was  re-organized  under  the  leadership  of 
Miss  Sarah  Niblock  and  Mr.  McKinnon,  with  Mrs.  R.  M.  King 
as  Adult  Advisor. 

President — Martin   L.  Lafferty 

Executive  First  Vice-President — Mrs.  John   K.   Ilillman 

Second  Vice-President — Dr.  Joe  V.  Davis,  Jr. 

Secretary — Mrs.    Hubert    Halm 

Treasurer — Mrs.  Tom   Alexander,  Jr. 

Adult   Advisor — Mrs.    R.    M.   King' 

Teacher — Miss   Blanche  Stewart 

Pianist— Mrs.  Z.  A.  Morris,  Jr. 

The  Constitution  of  this  class  declares  that  the  purpose  of 
this  organization  "shall  be  to  lead  the  young  adults  of  the  church 
and  congregation  to  grow  in  effective  Christian  living  by  know- 
ing Jesus,  accepting  Him  as  Lord  and  Saviour,  following  His 
principles  in  daily  life,  leading  others  to  know  and  follow  Him, 
and  giving  them  opportunities  for  Christian  service  both  at 
home   and   abroad." 

As  its  name  implies,  a  spirit  of  fellowship  is  emphasized  and 
developed  by  social  groups  and  personal  contacts.  The  class 
sponsors  Girl  Scout  Troop  No.  41  (Brownies)  and  has  shared  in 
many  projects,  principally  in  the  local  and  Home  Missions  field, 
and  many  of  its  members  have  become  either  regular  or  substi- 
tute teachers  in   the  Sunday  School. 

Present  officers  of  the  class  are  : 
President — Jim  Towery 
First  Vice  President — Bob  Skerry 
Second  Vice-President — Jim  McCachern 
Secretary — Mrs.  Herbert  Craven 
Assistant   Secretary — Mrs.   Barrv   Hawkins 
Treasurer — L.  D.  Coltrane  III 
Assistant  Treasurer — ferry   Barrier 
Pianist— Mrs.    Bill    Howard 
Social  Secretary — Mrs.   Robert  Hayes 
Teacher — Miss  Blanche  Stewart 
Assistant  Teacher — Mrs.  Charles  Brandon 
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-'i  he  following  have   served  as  presidents: 

George  11.   Richmond,  Jr.  L.  D.  Coltrane  III 

Airs.  Stuart  Morrison  Leon    Lang 

Martin  L.  Lafferty  Preston  White,  Jr. 

Tommv    Morrison  M.   B.  Corriher 

Thomas  Alexander,  Jr.  W.   B.  Thomson 

Bill    Barber  lames  R.  McCachern 


THE   McKINNON   CLASS 
— June  L952 — 

This  Class  had  its  beginning  in  the  early  summer  of  1952. 
A  group  of  college  students  met  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
C.  D.  Sides,  and  after  discussing  the  need  for  just  such  a  class, 
decided  to  organize  one  that  would  include  not  only  the  col- 
lege group,  but  other  young  people  between  the  Senior  Depart- 
ment and  the  Fellowship  Class.  Mr.  C.  i).  Sides  was  elected 
teacher,  and  no  room  being  available,  they  met  at  the  Sides' 
home  during  the  summer  months.  School  called  many  of  its 
members  away  in  the  fall.  Miss  Sarah  Niblock  met  with  the  re- 
maining members  and  a  number  of  young  adults  who  were  not 
affiliated  with  any  other  class  and  organized  the  group.  The 
class  grew  rapidly  in  enthusiasm  and  members.  The  Session 
Room,  where  they  met  for  several  months,  proving  too  small, 
they  now  meet  in  the  homes  of  members. 

The  name  "McKinnon  Class"'  was  adopted  in  honor  of  a  for- 
mer pastor,   Dr.   fohn   H.  McKinnon. 

The  membership  now  numbers  30,  with  an  average  attend- 
ance of  1  5-1  s. 

These  young  people  are  interested  in  local  Home  Missions 
work,  and  often  minister  to  patients  in  a  local  Nursing  Home. 
Recently  they  purchased  an  R.  C.  A.  three-speed  record  player, 
a  welcome  and  much  needed  equipment  for  use  in  Sunday  School 
and  educational  programs.  Curl  Scout  Troop  No.  30  (Brownies) 
is  sponsored  by  this  class. 

The  first  officers  of  the  cla.^s  were: 

Temporary  Chairmen — Aubrev  Hoover  III  and  David  Cros- 

land 
Fellowship  Chairman — Mrs.    Earl   Kelley 
Present   officers  are: 

President — T.  F.  Morrison,  Jr. 

Vice-President — A.   R.    Hoover   111 

Secretary-Treasurer — Mrs.  William  A.  Burris 

Teacher — C.  D.  Sides 

\ssistant   Teacher — Dr.    Vernon   Yommblood 


Ill-Women's  Work 

THE    LADIES'   BENEVOLENT   SOCIETY 
18-45  195-1 

This  Society,  the  oldest  in  point  of  organization,  was  formed 
in  1845  during  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  James  Elijah  Morrison,  with 
"the  desire  to  promote  the  cause  of  Christ  upon  earth,  to  con- 
tribute to  t lie  Benevolent  institutions  of  the  day,  and  therehy  se- 
cure the  blessings  which  flow  from  a  combined  effort  to  do 
good." 

Between  1872-79  there  were  about  sixty  names  on  the  roll 
with  yearly  dues  of  fifty  cents  suggested.  Today  the  dues  are 
$1.00  but  no  one  is  eyer  asked  or  urged  to  pay. 

The  Society  has  had  a  continuous  existence  except  for  a 
short  time  during  the  War  Between  the  States,  but  in  1ST!  it 
was  re-organized  by  Dr.  Luther  McKinnon  and  the  name  chang- 
ed from  "Female  Benevolent  Society"  to  "The  Ladies'  Benev- 
olent Society  of  the   Presbyterian  Church." 

1  Hiring  the  years  since  its  existence  man)-  causes  have  made 
their  appeal  to  the  members  of  this  Society ;  among  them  per- 
sona] calls  for  help  from  the  poor  and  needy  at  home;  food  and 
equipment  for  our  Orphanages  at  Grandfather  and  Barium: 
furnishings  for  the  Church  and  Manse;  Sunday  School  equip- 
ment for  our  mission  work;  and  assistance  given  to  students  for 
the  ministry.  Gifts  were  also  sent  to  famine  sufferers  in  China 
and  Armenia  and  to  a   Leper  Hospital   in    Korea. 

The  Society  never  keeps  its  money,  and  today  receives  great 
happiness  in  dividing  its  gifts  among  the  American  Bible  So- 
ciety, the  Moody  Institute,  the  orphanages  at  Black  Mountain. 
Banner  Elk,  Barium  Springs,  The  American  Leprosy  Mission, 
and  other  causes. 

The  Society  has  celebrated  two  birthdays:  the  first  on  April 
26,  1900,  its  55th  anniversary,  was  held  in  the  old  church  on 
West  Depot  Street  during  the  pastorate  of  Dr.  C.  M.  Pavne. 
There  were  then  fifty-six  members. 

In  April  1945  the  100th  anniversary  was  celebrated  at  the 
home  of  Mrs.  E.  Sauyain  when  the  history  of  the  Society  was 
read  by  Mrs.  John  P.  Reed.  Tribute  was  paid  to  the  members 
of  this  Society  at  the  Sunday  morning  seryice  April   L 


I  •>. 


The  Society  in  recent  years  has  established  a  number  of 
memorials  to  its  members  at  the  Historical  Foundation,  Mon- 
treal X.  C.  Each  memorial  represents  a  gift  of  $100.00  and  the 
following  members  have  been  remembered  : 

Mrs.  R.  S.   Harris,  President  1892 
Mrs.  M.  M.  Ervin,  President  1903-1921 
Mrs.  D.  B.  Morrison,  Secretary  1902-1924 
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Officers  of  Benevolent  Society-Mrs.  C.  F.  Ritchie,  Sec.-Treas;   Mrs.  J.  F.  Goodson,  Pres. 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Barnhardt  (given  by  her  son.  William  Barnhardt, 

through  the  Myers  Park  Church,  Charlotte) 
Also  honored  have  been   the   following  members  long  a:live 
in  the  Society: 

Mrs.    1.    F.   Goodson,    President    1921-1954 
Mrs.  C.   P.   Ritchie,  Secretary-Treasurer   1924-195-1 
The   following   have    served   a>    Presidents: 
Mrs    K    W     Allison        Mrs.  A.  C.  Scott      Mrs.  John  Woodhous* 
Mic«    \nn  Young  Mrs.  G.  M.   Pore       Mrs.  G.   M.   Brown 

Mrs    M     I.  Scott  M-s.   K.  S.   Harris     Mrs    M.  M.  Ervin 

Mrs.   Virgirra  Erwin    Mrs.  C.  M.  Payne    Mrs.  J.   F.  Goodson 
Mrs.   Eliza  Gannon 
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The  Society  has  no  motto,  but  its  work  may  well  be  ex- 
pressed in  the  words  of  the  hymn  : 

"To   comfort   and   to    bless. 
To  find  a  balm  for  woe, 
To   tend   the   lone   and   fatherless. 
Is   angels'   work  below." 

THE  WOMAN'S   MISSIONARY   SOCIETY 

— "And  ye  shall  be  witnesses  unto  me — unto  the  uttermost  part  of  the  earth." 

October  10,  188?  October   1920 

From  "Notes  on  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society, 
First  Presbyterian  Church,  Concord,  X.  C.,"  written  by  Mrs.  R. 
S.  Harris  and  read  before  the  Society  on  February  3,  1903,  we 
find  that  in  response  to  an  invitation  "extended  from  the  pulpit 
by  the  pastor,  Dr.  C.  M.  Payne,  a  number  of  women  met  in  the 
pastor's  study  on  Monday,  (  >ctober  10,  1887,  and  after  prayer  for 
guidance  the  organization  of  a  Foreign  Missionary  Society  was 
completed  and  officers  elected."  At  the  second  meeting  in  No- 
vember a  Constitution  was  adopted,  time  and  place  of  meeting 
decided  upon,  and  twenty-two  charter  members  enrolled.  A 
standing  invitation  was  given  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Payne  to  meet  at 
the  Manse.  At  the  close  of  Dr.  Payne's  ministry  the  Society  met 
at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Annie  Herring  for  several  months,  and  for 
more  than  two  years  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  G.  M.  Lore. 
Those  who  held  office  as  President  were: 
Mrs.   Joel  Reed  Mrs.   X.   1).   Fetzer 

Mrs.  M.  M.  Gillon  Mrs.   R.  S.  Harris 

Mrs.  D.  B.  Morrison 

Beginning  with  a  membership  of  twenty-two  in  1887,  by 
1903  the  roll  had  increased  to  seventy  and  included  the  name 
of  Rev.  A.  K.  Pool,  the  only  minister  who  ever  joined  the  So- 
ciety. 

Foreign  Missions  was  a  vital  factor  in  the  life  of  these  wo- 
men, and  the  greater  part  of  their  offerings  went  to  this  cause, 
although  the  Home  Missions  field  not  not  neglected.  All  money, 
much  or  little,  was  given  as  a  free  will  offfering-,  and  although 
the  Constitution  named  ten  cents  as  a  monthly  contribution,  no 
amount  was  obligatory.  From  188?  to  1903  the  Society  had 
raised  $1300.00. 

Annual  canvasses  were  made  for  subscriptions  to  The  Mis- 
sionary, The  Children's  Missionary,  and  the  Calendar  of  Prayer. 

The  presence  of  the  pastor,  Dr.  George  H.  Cornelson,  at  the 
meetings  of  the  Society  was  always  a  benediction,  and  under 
his  fostering  care  it  increased  in  membership,  gifts,  and  at- 
tendance. 
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This  Society,  together  with  the  Young  Ladies'  Missionary 
Society,  supported  a  worker  in  the  foreign  field. 

This  was  before  the  day  of  Budget  and  Stewardship  commit- 
tees, but  these  women  by  their  attendance  at  meetings  which, 
according  to  the  record,  "brought  rest  and  refreshment  to  body 
and  soul";  by  their  personal  interest  in  the  missionaries,  and 
by  their  gifts,  are  great  examples  of  what  it  means  to  dedicate 
time,  talents,  and  possessions  to  the  cause  of  Christ. 

THE   YOUNG    LADIES'    MISSIONARY    SOCIETY 

1898  (  >ctober  L920 

This   Society   was   organized   on    Monday,    March   4,    1898    at 
the  home  of  Mrs.  Elam  King.     The  meeting  was  called  to  order 
by   Mrs.    R.   S.   Harris   who   had  been  requested  to  assist  in  the 
organization.      After   the   reading   of   Scripture  by   Miss   Nannie 
Cannon  and  praying  the  Lord's  Prayer,   Mrs.   Harris  stated  the 
object  of  the   meeting,  and  nominations   for  officers  were  made 
by    Mrs.    King  with   the   following  elected: 
President — Miss  Sallie   B.   Erwin 
Vice-President — Miss   Yallie    Brown 
Treasurer — Miss   Willie    Richmond 
Recording  Secretary- — Miss   Rose   Harris 
Corresponding   Secretary — Miss    Nannie   Cannon 
Executive      Committee — Mrs.     Elam    King,       Mrs.      Charles 
Ritchie,   Mrs.   Brevard    Harris. 
Members  present  were : 

Miss  Yallie  Brown  Miss  Agnes  Moss 

Miss   Lottie   Boyd  M'ss  Mamie  Pharr 

Miss  Nora  Boyd  Miss  Helen  Johnston 

Mis>  Nannie  Cannon  Miss  Maude  Brown 

Miss  Sallie  Erwin  Mrs.  Arthur  Faggart 

Miss    lanie   Ervin  Mrs.    Mm   Hurley 

Mirs  Kate  Gibson  Mrs.   Black 

Miss   Sarah    Harris  Miss   Cassie   Watson 

Miss   M  M-y   Lewis   Harris  Miss  Julia   McConnell 

Mrs.   Elam   King  Miss   Maggie   Cannon 

Miss  Alice  Sims  Miss   Isabelle   Richmond 

Miss   Kate  Archibald  Miss  Cora   Lentz 

Miss    Nannie   Archibald  Miss   Mary   Skinner 

Miss  Lucy  Lore  Miss  May  Pitts 

Miss   Mary  Lore  Miss  Kate  Nicholson 

Miss    Kate    Morrison  Misses    Harvey,  Stoner, 

Mis^  Rosa  Mund  Gasa,  Crump,  and  Mont- 

Miss    Willie   Richmond  gomery  from  Sunderland 

Miss    lanie    Richmond  Hall  School 

After  the  reading  and  adoption  of  a  Constitution,  the  pro- 
gram, place,  time  and  date  of  meetings  was  decided  upon,  to- 
gether with  the  monthly  dues.     Miss  Lottie   Boyd  was  appoint- 
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cd  to  read  the  Scripture  at  the  April  meeting,  and  Miss  Kate 
Gibson  a  selection  of  missionary  interest,  with  India  a  subject 
for  free  conversation.  This  meeting  was  also  to  be  with  Airs. 
King. 

From  its  organization  in  March  1898,  to  July  1900,  the  rec- 
ords show  that  at  ever}-  meeting  new  members  were  added  to 
tlw  roll  until  it  embraced  practically  all  of  the  younger  mem- 
bers of  the  congregation.  The  Society  continued  to  make  a 
vigorous  growth  in  the  next  twenty  years  and  kept  abreast  of 
the  church's  missionary  program.  In  October  1920,  by  rec- 
ommendation of  the  General  Assembly,  it  merged  with  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society  to  form  the  first  Woman's  \ux- 
iliiry. 

1323— THE    WOMAN'S    AUXILIARY 
1943— THE   WOMEN    OF  THE   CHURCH 

As  has  been  noted,  the  work  of  the  church  in  both  home  and 
foreign  fields  was  carried  on  principally  by  the  two  Foreign 
Missionary  Societies  and  the  Ladies'  Benevolent  Society,  but  in 
October  1920  a  significant  change  was  made  in  these  organiza- 
tions with  the  exception  of  the  Benevolent  Society,  which  was 
a  local  organization. 

This  change,  recommended  by  the  General  Assembly,  was 
effected  at  a  meeting  held  in  the  church  on  Depot  Street  in  *  )c- 
tober   1920  with   the  pastor,   Dr.  J.   M.   Grier,  presiding. 

After  prayer  for  God's  blessing  and  guidance,  the  purpose 
of  the  meeting  was  stated.  This  was  to  unite  all  the  women  of 
the  church  into  one  organization,  and  by  a  combined  member- 
ship of  persons  and  possessions,  to  forward  more  effectively 
the  cause  of  Christ's  Kingdom  upon  earth.  This  new  organiza- 
tion wis  to  be  known  as  the  "Woman's  Auxiliary,"  with  "every 
woman  enlisted  for  Christ." 

The  following  officers  were  elected: 

President — Miss   May   White 

Vice-President— Mrs.    I.  F.  Cannon 

Secretary — Mrs.  G.  L.  Patterson 

Treasurer — Mrs.  L.  T.  Hartsell 

All  the  women  of  the  church  were  enrolled  and  divided  into 
ten  circles  with  chairmen  and  Cause  Secretaries  appointed.  The 
wisdom  of  this  change  has  been  evidenced  in  many  ways,  and 
in  a  resume  written  by  Miss  May  White  published  in  "The 
Christian  Observer"  we  find  that  at  the  end  of  ten  years  "the 
membership  had  doubled  and  the  gifts  tripled." 

In  1948  the  General  Assembly  directed  that  the  name  "Wo- 
man's Auxiliary"  be  changed  to  "Women  of  the  Church."  and 
in  the  following  year  a  plan  of  re-organization  was  adopted  and 
its  recommendations  were  carried  out  by  our  local  Women  of  the 
Church.     This  re-organization  plan  did  not  propose  any  change 
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MISS    MAY    WHITE 
Oct.  1920  -  1923.         Died  September  22,  1945 


MRS.   JOHN   F.   REED 
1923  •  24 


MRS.  GEORGE  L.  PATTERSON 
1924   -    1926   —  November   1937  -  38 


MISS   CLARA  GILLON 

1926  -  1928 
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MRS.    \V.    R.   ARCHIBALD 

192S  -  1930.     Died  February  6,  1942 


-MRS.  THOMAS  L.  ROSS 
1930  -  1932.       Died  August  26,  1948 


MRS.   S.  J.  ERVIN 
1932  -  1934 


MISS    MAGGIE  EARNHARDT 
1934-   1936 
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MRS.    .MARTIN    B.    FOIL 
1930  -  October  1937 
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MRS.   R.  B.  RANKIN 

1938  -   1940 


MRS.  J.  ROY  DAVIS 

1940  -  1942 


MRS.    WILLIAM    C.    CANNON 
1942-  1944 


92 


V1RS.  R.  MORRISON  KING 
1944  -  194G 


URS.    BOYD    B.    HORTON 
1946-  194S 
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MRS.   ALEX    R.   HOWARD 

194S  -  1950 


MRS.   ROBERT   E.  RIDENHOUR,  JR 

1950  -  1952 
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MISS   EUGENIA    \V.    LORE 
1952-1954 


AIRS.   W.  B.  THOMSON 

1954    - 


in   the   functions   oJ    the   Assembly,   but    was   made    to   simplify 
and  coordinate  the  work  of  the  church. 

Those  who  have  served  as  Presidents  of  the  Woman's  Aux- 
iliary and  Women  of  the  Church  are: 

"Miss  May  White October   1920-1933 

Mrs.   fohn  E\  Reed 1923-1924 

Mrs.  George   L.   Patterson  1924-1926 

Miss  Clara  Gillon  1926-1928 

Mrs.   \Y.   R.   Archibald 1928-1930 

Mrs.  T.  L.  Ross  _ 1930-1932 

Mrs.  S.  I.  Ervin _ 1932-1934 

Miss  Maggie  Barnhardt  - 1934-1936 

Mrs.  M.  B.  Foil 1936-Oct    1937 

Mrs.  G.  L.  Patterson  November  1937-1938 

Mrs.  R.  R.  Rankin  __ 1938-1940 

Mrs.   |.   Roy  Davis 1940-1942 

Mrs.  \V.  C.  Cannon 1942-1944 

Mrs.   R.   M.   King 1944-1946 

Mrs.   R.   B.  Norton  1946-1948 
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Mrs.  A.  R.  Howard  .__ 1948-1950 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Ridenhour,   jr.  ....__ 1950-1952 

Miss  Eugenia  Lore 1952-1954 

Mrs.  W.  B.  Thomson  January  1954 

Since  its  organization  the  Women  of  the  Church  have  been 
awarded  a  number  of  Life  Memberships.  These  are  given  in 
recognition  of  these  women  who  have  rendered  significant  ser- 
vice to  the  church.  Each  membership  represents  a  gift  of  $25.00 
and  this  amount  is  sent  to  the  Atlanta  office  to  help  defray  ex- 
penses of  the  Eield  Workers  in  our  Southern  Church.  Those 
who  have  received  Membership  pins  together  with  the  citation 
of  reward  are : 

Life  Memberships 
Mrs.  S.  E.  Earnhardt  Mrs.   1.  E.  Goodson 

Miss   May   White  Mrs.  N.  A.  Archibald 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Ritchie  Mrs.  John    F.    Reed 

Mrs.  B.  E.  Harris  Miss  Willie  Richmond 

Miss   Maggie    Barnhardt  Mrs.  J.  E.  Elowe 

Mis.   R.  S.  Young  Mrs.    foseph  F.  Cannon 

Mrs.   E.  T.   Hart-ell  Mrs.  Leslie  J.  Correll 

Mrs.  William  C.  Cannon  Mrs.  J.   Eov   Lavis 

Mrs.  Charles  A.  Cannon  (2) 

Memorial   Memberships 
Mrs.  M.  J.  Corl  (By  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  E.  Corl) 
Mrs.   Laura   Eeslie   Ross  (By  Miss  Lena  Leslie) 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Wadsworth,  Sr.  (By  Mrs.  C.   H.  Wadsworth) 
Miss  Betty  Leslie  (By  Mrs.  Ross  and  Miss  Lena  Leslie) 
Mrs.  W.  W.  Morris  (By  Mrs.  J.  E.  Burns) 
Budget  for  the  year  1954— $3,957.00. 


IV-Men  of  the  Church 


-November  1951  — 


Organizing  the  men  of  the  church  into  an  active  Christian 
fellowship  group  had  often  been  discussed,  and  finally  on  No- 
vember 5,  1951,  the  first  steps  were  taken  to  effect  a  permanent 
organization  under  the  leadership  of  Dr.  McKinnon.  All  the 
men  of  the  church  were  invited,  even  urged,  to  be  present  at  a 
meeting  (the  supper,  incidentally,  provided  by  the  Rowan  Class) 
where  plans  for  a  permanent  organization  were  presented.  The 
attendance  was  good.  Dr.  Iain  Wilson  of  Davidson  proved  a 
delightful  speaker,  and  at  the  next  meeting,  January  T,  1952,  the 
organization  was  effected  and  the  following  officers  elected  for 
one  year : 

President — M.   L.   Laffertv 

Yice-President — H.  W.  Calloway,  Jr. 
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Secretary — Ernest  McConnell 

Treasurer — Conrad  Hill 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  months,  regular  supper  meet- 
ing's were  held,  at  which  time  a  message  was  brought  l>v  a  .yuest 
speaker. 

This  organization  is  young  but  it  has  already  been  a  means 
of  stimulating  a  spirit  of  Christian  fellowship,  something  long- 
needed  among  the  men  of  our  church.  These  men  are  also  be- 
coming increasingl}'  aware  of  some  church  needs,  and  at  pres- 
ent are  financing  a  refrigerator  for  the  Manse  of  Presbytery's 
Executive  Secretary. 

Since   its   organization,   the   following   men   have    held   office: 

President — Harry   Hollingsworth,  William    B.  Cothran 

Vice-President — T.  M.  Wells,  Harry  Hollingsworth 

Secretary — James  Towery,  E.   M.   Barrier 

Treasurer — 1.  E.  Harris,    ]r..   lames  Towerv 


V— Senior  -  Pioneer  Fellowship 

In  l'HE  the  members  of  the  Senior  and  Pioneer  Departments 
were  designated  Senior  Fellowship  and  Pioneer  Fellowship,  a 
name  indicative  of  the  closer  fellowship  brought  about  by  in- 
creased activities  and  wider  spheres  of  service. 

Several  members  of  the  group  have  held  important  District 
offices.  In  October  1947,  Laura  V.  McClellan  was  elected  Dis- 
trict Chairman;  Roy  Davis  was  Vice  President  tit  Concord 
Presbytery's  Council;  and  Creighton  Peden  111  served  for  one 
vear  as  Treasurer  of  Presbytery's  Youth  Council,  being  suc- 
ceeded by  [immy  Richards.  Members  of  the  two  groups  en- 
tered the  Stewardship  Essay  Contest  in  1951,  Two  prizes  of 
$10.00  were  offered  by  individuals  in  our  church  for  the  best 
essav  from  each  Department:  the  winning  essay  to  be  sent  to 
Synod's  Contest  Chairman.  Miss  Flora  Purr  won  the  Senior 
Fellowship   Prize. 

District  and  Presbytery  Rallies  have  been  well  attended  at 
Morganton,  Kannapolis,  Lenoir,  Statesville,  Barium,  Salisbury, 
Rocky  River,  Davidson  and  Concord.  The  Quadrennial  Assem- 
bly's Youth  Conferences  at  Auburn,  Ala.,  have  been  attended  by 
Flora  Furr,  Joan  llagler.  Roy  Davis,  C.  1).  Sides,  Jr.,  Deane 
Coats.  Charlotte  Ridinger,  Joan  Morris,  Creighton  Peden  III. 
Mary  Ann  Hoover,  and  Martin  Foil,  Jr.  Creighton  Peden  111 
represented  the  Seniors  at  the  Christian  Youth  Conference,  Pur- 
due University,  Pafavette,  Indiana,  August,  1952.  Since  the 
opening  of  Camp  Crier  in  L952,  both  the  Pioneer  and  Senior 
Fellowship  groups  have  been  represented  at  every  conference. 

An  inspiring  service  has  been  held  for  the  past  three  years  on 
Youth    Sunday   when   the   Senior   Fellowship   conducted   the   en- 
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tire  worship  service  at  11:00  o'clock.  These  boys  and  girls 
have  demonstrated  their  faith  by  their  works  in  many  ways.  The 
Seniors  have  given  $105.30  toward  the  building"  of  a  hospital  in 
Kashing".  China,  and  the  Pioneers  contributed  $25.00  for  relief 
among  Korean  children.  Annual  offerings  have  been  made  for 
the  designated  Youth  Projects  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  services  of  song  have  been  giv- 
en at  a  local  Nursing  Home,  and  recently  the  rooms  of  a  negro 
Sunday  School  building  have  been  painted  and  assistance  given 
to  the  Vacation  Bible  School  at  Broad-Lincoln  Mission. 

Great  challenge  have  been  presented  to  these  young  peo- 
ple by  visiting  teams  from  Union  Theological  Seminary,  David- 
son students,  and  missionary  volunteers.  Or.  W.  T.  Thompson 
of  Union  Theological  Seminary  also  met  with  them  for  a  season 
of  advice  and  counseling. 
Senior  Fellowship  : 

President — Morrison  Brown 

Vice  President — Jane   Kinard 

Secretary — Sarah  Ann  Patterson 

Treasurer — Isabel    Litaker 
Chairmen  of  Commissions: 

Faith  and  Witness — Jimmy   Richards 

Citizenship  and  (Outreach — Henry  Sides 

Fellowship — Gay  Mothershed 

Music — John  Porter 

Art — Samniv  Young,  Jr.  and  Bobbv  Williams 
Pioneer  Fellowship  : 

President — Knox  Hillman,  Jr. 

Vice  President — David  Coats 

Secretary — [udy  Black 

Treasurer — Gladys  Smith 

Mrs.  C.  D.  Sides.  Director  of  Christian  Education,  ably  sup- 
ervises the  total  Youth  program  of  the  church  and  she  has  had 
most  capable  assistants  in  the  couples  who  have  served  as 
adult  advisors  to  the  youth  groups.  Those  who  are  now  serv- 
ing are:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Spears,  Jr..  with  the  Seniors,  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  ].  P.  Reeder  with  the  Pioneers. 


VI — Different  Organizations  That  Have  Existed 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  various  organizations  that  have 
existed  through  the  years,  each  giving  emphasis  to  some  phase 
of  church  work  which  at  the  time  served  the  needs  of  children, 
teenage  boys  and  girls,  or  adult  life. 

The  "Busy  Bees"  were  organized  by  Mrs.  C.  M.  Payne  and 
in  1899  had  twenty-nine  members  among  the  children  of  the 
church.     Each  child  was  given  a  wooden  bee  hive  and  at  a  spec- 


lfied  time  these  were  opened  and  "the  honey"  taken  out  and  giv- 
en to  missions. 

At  the  same  time  there  also  existed: 
The    Home    Missionary    Society — 101    members 
The   Young    Ladies*    Foreign    Missionary    Society — 37    mem- 
bers 
The  Woman's   Foreign    Missionary   Society — 65  members 
A  Company  of  Covenanters — 27  members 
The  Ladies'   Benevolent  Society — tti  members 

1921— 

"The  Little  Lights"  composed  of  young  children,  boys  and 
girls,  was  organized  and  taught  for  main-  years  by  Miss  Jennie 
Smith.  This  group  came  in  a  body  and  had  a  prominent  part 
in  the  exercises  when  the  cornerstone  of  the  church  on  Depot 
Street   was  laid  on   June    14,   1904. 

1927— 

A  Bible  Class  for  older  women  was  begun  in  1927  and  called 
"Mrs.  McConnell's  Class"  with  Mrs.  John  A.  Banihardt,  teacher. 
This  class  existed  until  1933  when  it  was  discontinued  and  prob- 
bly  merged  with  the  drier   Bible  Class. 

In  December  of  this  year  the  Camp  Fire  Girls  were  organ- 
ized. This  was  a  group  composed  of  members  of  the  Senior 
and  Intermediate  Departments  of  the  Sunday  School  with  Miss 
Naomi  Moore,  Guardian,  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Pope,  Assistant  Guar- 
dian.     It  functioned  until    1930-31. 

Another  interesting  class  was  organized  and  taught  by  Mrs. 
Fred  McConnell.  Mrs.  McConnell  noticed  the  colored  nurses 
sitting  around  and  waiting  to  take  their  young  charges  home  af- 
ter Sunday  School,  and  took  advantage  of  the  opportunity  by 
grouping  the  nurses  around  her  on  the  rostrum  of  Fellowship 
Hall  and  teaching  them.     She  did  this  over  a  long  period  of  time. 

These  various  organizations  and  classes,  while  not  perma- 
nent, met  a  definite  need  at  the  time  and  were  a  labor  of  love  on 
the  part  of  those  who  taught. 


VII — Home  Missions 

"Beginning    at   Jerusalem" 

—1878 — 

Any  history  of  our  church  would  be  incomplete  if  mention 
were  not  made  of  its  determined  outreach  in  establishing  outpost 
Sunday  Schools  which  later,  with  one  exception,  developed  into 
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vigorous  self-sustaining  churches.  These  Sunday  Schools  were 
started  in  different  parts  of  the  town,  in  the  county,  and  in  one 
instance  in  an  adjoining  county. 

FOREST   HILL   SUNDAY   SCHOOL   1878 
McKINNON  CHURCH,  ORGANIZED  OCTOBER   13,   1900 

The  first  of  these  Sunday  Schools  was  begun  at  Forest  Hill 
about  1878  in  an  old  blacksmith  shop  which  had  been  partly  fit- 
ted up  as  a  schoolhouse.  It  was  started  during  the  pastorate 
of  Dr.  Luther  McKinnon  and  carried  on  through  the  succeed- 
ing pastorates  of  Dr.  C.  M.  Payne.  Dr.  \Y.  C.  Alexander,  and 
Dr.  George  H.  Cornelson,  when  the  church  organization  was 
effected. 

This  Sunday  School  will  always  be  associated  with  the  zeal 
and  consecration  of  Elder  A.  X.  McNinch,  who  was  Superin- 
tendent for  many  years,  with  Klder  C.  R.  White  and  Milas 
Johnston,  Assistant  Superintendents.  Mr.  McNinch  reported 
that  the  Sunday  School  was  begun  with  five  teachers  and  eight 
scholars,  which  number  soon  increased  to  forty.  When  Mr.  Mc- 
Ninch was  asked  to  assist  in  the  organization  of  Cannonville 
Sunday  School,  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  M.  H.  Caldwell  who 
twice  served  as  Superintendent  of  this  Sunday  School.  <  )ther 
Superintendents  were  X.  A.  Morris,  A.  E.  Lentz,  and  H.  I. 
Woodhouse. 

The  first  permanent  location  of  this  Sunday  School  was  on 
a  lot  at  the  corner  of  Ash  and  Buffalo  Streets,  where  a  neat 
chapel  was  built.  Among  the  members  from  the  First  Church 
who  taught  there  were  Misses  Lou  Stewart.  Willie  Richmond, 
Maggie  Johnston.  Rose  Harris.  Margaret  Cannon,  Bettie  Leslie, 
who  also  played  the  organ,  11.1.  Woodhouse  and  M.  H.  Caldwell. 

Rev.  A.  K.  Pool  took  charge  of  the  work  at  Forest  Hill  and 
other  missions  in  189,'),  and  after  two  years  was  succeeded  by 
Rev.  C.  F.  Rankin.  Rev.  Cochran  Preston,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Dun- 
can, S.  S.,  also   served  this  mission. 

The  Sunday  School  outgrew  the  chapel  on  Buffalo  Street  and 
a  lot  was  bought  on  North  Church  Street  where  a  commodious 
frame  building  was  erected.  In  May  1900.  a  petition  was  sent 
to  Concord  Presbytery  asking  that  the  church  be  organized, 
and  a  commission  having  been  appointed  by  Presbvterv.  this 
was  done  on  May  13,  1 !)()()  with  fifty-two  charter  members.  The 
name  "McKinnon  Church"  was  adopted  in  honor  of  Dr.  Luther 
McKinnon  under  whose  ministry  the  Sunday  School  was  started. 

The  first  pastor  of  the  newly  organized  church  was  Rev.  Al- 
bert Gillon  (son  of  the  first  Church  to  enter  the  ministry)  who 
became  pastor  in  January  1900.  In  June  1901  the  Trustees  of 
the  First  Church  transferred  the  property  to  the  Trustees  of 
the  McKinnon  Church. 
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The  present  handsome  brick  church  was  built  in  1934.  It 
has  a  well-equipped  Educational  Building,  and  adjoining  it  is 
a  modern,  comfortable  Manse  built  in   L952. 

Pastor — Rev.  Alfred  K.   Dudley 

Communicants  256 

Sunday  School  Enrlolment   191 

PATTERSON    MILL 

Sunday  School   1895  Church  organized  October  3,  1896 

In  the  fall  of  1895,  after  the  building  of  Patterson  Mill,  a 
Sunday  School  was  started  by  Professor  F.  Green,  teacher  at 
Sunderland  11  all,  a  school  for  girls  supported  by  the  Northern 
Church.  Mr.  Green  asked  Dr.  \Y.  C.  Alexander,  pastor  of  the 
First  Church,  to  cooperate  in  securing  a  church  for  the  mill  dis- 
trict, and  in  the  following  spring,  with  the  help  of  officers  and 
members,  active  steps  were  taken  to  solicit  funds  for  the  build- 
ing. The  response  was  generous  and  a  building  committee  con- 
sisting of  G.  \\  .  Patterson,  G.  M.  Lore,  and  P.  B.  Fetzer  was 
appointed.  Mr.  G.  \Y.  Patterson  donated  the  lot.  Work 
went  forward  rapidly  and  the  building  was  soon  completed 
and  partly  furnished,  and  in  the  fall  of  lS!Mi,  just  a  year  from  its 
beginning",  a  petition  was  sent  to  Presbytery  asking  that  the 
church  be  organized.  This  was  done  on  October  3,  1896  with 
twenty  charter  members,  one  Elder,  P.  P.  Townsend,  and  one 
deacon,  K.  C.   Benfield. 

Rev.  A.  K.  Pool  conducted  worship  services  in  the  newly 
organized  church.,  and  among  later  ministers  and  supplies  were 
Rev.  Cochran  Preston,  Rev.  C.  F.  Rankin,  and  Rev.  John 
Wakefield,  all   of  the  Cannonville  Church. 

The  teachers  of  Sunderland  School  furnished  most  of  the 
teachers  for  the  Sunday   School. 

In  June  1901  the  dTustees  of  the  First  Church  transferred 
the  property  to  the  Patterson   Mill  Church  Trustees. 

At  present.  Rev.  \\  .  C.  Wauchope,  retired,  is  supplying  the 
pulpit,  and  in  1953  Mrs.  Wauchope  assisted  in  organizing  the 
"Women  i>i  the  Church."  thus  completing  the  organization  for 
every  church  in  the  Presbytery. 

This  church,  begun  under  such  favorable  circumstances  and 
with  a  bright  prospect  of  usefulness  in  the  Kingdom,  is  an  ex- 
ception to  all  other  missions  established  by  the  First  Church  in 
that  its  membership  instead  of  increasing  has  decreased,  and 
now  numbers  only  eighteen. 

LOCUST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 
(BEULAH  CHURCH) 

1909  Organized  October  17,  1SS3 

This  church  was  begun  as  a  mission  by  a  minister  of  Con- 
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cord  Presbyter}',  but  ministers  from  the  First  Church  preached 
there  and  through  its  officers  presented  its  needs  to  Concord 
Presbytery,  and  contributed  financial  aid  to  its  support. 

In  1882  Rev.  \Y.  B.  Arrowood  of  Concord  Presbytery,  held 
service  in  a  building  known  as  Bratton's  schoolhouse,  about  two 
miles  east  of  the  village  of  Locust  Level.  Then  in  June  188*2 
he  held  services  on  Sunday  evening  once  a  month.  In  October 
of  that  year,  .Mrs.  Mary  Barber  presented  herself  as  the  first 
candidate  for  membership  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  thus 
became  the-  nucleus  around  which  Beulah,  now  called  Locust 
Church,  was  built.  But  it  was  not  until  October  17,  L883  after 
the  preaching  of  Rev.  J.  M.  Wharey  and  Lew  \Y.  B.  Arrowood, 
that  the  church  was  organized  with  a  charter  membership  of 
eighteen.  The  record  says  that  "the  election  of  officers  was  de- 
ferred until  their  Christian  development  should  indicate  who 
ought  to  be  invested  with  special  powers." 

The  erection  of  a  church  budding  was  made  possible  by  local 
contributions  of  money,  labor,  and  material,  together  with  gifts 
from  churches  in  Concord  Presbytery.  Our  own  Session  rec- 
ords state  that  $200.00  was  given  to  this  cause  by  Concord  Pres- 
bytery. Rev.  \\  .  B.  Arrowood  continued  to  hold  services  until 
November,  1887,  and  was  followed  by  Lew  J.  G.  Anderson  of 
Rocky  River  who  acted  as  Supply  until  1889. 

In  the  meantime  officers  had  been  elected  and  the  young 
church  was  growing,  but  there  was  an  evident  dissatisfaction 
developing  over  the  location  of  the  church,  many  members 
wanting  it  moved  to  Locust  Level.  This  was  near  Stanly  Hall, 
a  Home  Missions  work  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  Q.  S.  A... 
whose  teachers  were  fully  prepared  and  most  willing  to  furnish 
the  Christian  leadership  needed  by  the  young  church.  .Many 
difficulties  must  have  been  encountered  in  tearing  down  the 
church,  but  the  Christian  spirit  in  which  it  was  handled  is  a 
wonderful  example  of  going  the  second  mile.  As  each  piece  of 
lumber  was  removed,  it  was  carefully  numbered  and  all  material 
taken  to  the  site  where  the  church  now  stands.  Local  workmen 
matched  the  pieces  and  rebuilt  the  same  church  on  its  new  lo- 
cation. 

Dr.  C.  M.  Payne  of  the  First  Church,  and  Rev.  \Y.  B.  Arro- 
wood and  Dr.  J.  G.  Anderson  filled  the  pulpit  frequently  and 
their  inspiring  messages,  not  only  added  members  to  the 
church,  but  gave  an  impetus  to  the  spiritual  life  of  the  commun- 
ity. 

In  1889  Beulah  Church  was  transferred  from  Concord  Pres- 
bytery to  Mecklenburg  Presbytery,  and  at  the  spring  meeting 
of  Presbyter}-  in  1909  the  name  of  Beulah  Church  was  changed 
to  The  Locust  Presbyterian  Church. 

With  this  transfer  our  responsibility  for  the  church  ended, 
but  we  note  its  increasing  growth  and  usefulness  with  a  deep 
sense  of  gratitude  to  God. 
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The  present  attractive  brick  veneered  building  has  a  wor- 
shipful sanctuary  with  Sunday  School  rooms  in  the  base- 
ment. A  new  Manse  has  recently  been  completed,  and  under 
the  spiritual  leadership  of  a  progressive  young  minister.  Rev. 
Crawford  White,  Locust  Church  will  continue  its  contribution 
to  the  advancement  of  the  Kingdom  of  Christ  on  earth. 

Communicants  147 

Sunday  School  Enrollment  If"? 

SECOND    PRESBYTERIAN     CHURCH 

( Cannonville ) 

Sundav  School  November  1896        Church  organized  June  4.  1899 

The  first  mention  of  this  Sunday  School  is  in  June  1888  dur- 
ing the  pastorate  of  Dr.  C.  M.  Payne  when,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Session,  Mr.  A.  X.  McNinch  and  Mr.  M.  M.  Gillon  were  ap- 
pointed to  confer  with  Mr.  J.  \Y.  Cannon  in  regard  to  a  more 
complete  organization  of  the  new  Mission  Sundav  School,  and 
in  August  of  that  year  Mr.  McNinch  was  released  as  Superin- 
tendent at  Forest  Hill  and  appointed  Assistant  to  Mr.  J.  \Y.  Can- 
non.  Superintendent. 

This  Sunday  School  was  carried  on  in  a  small  one-room 
school  building  on  Pine  Street,  and  in  November  1896,  reported 
an  active  organization  with  111  members.  Dr.  H.  C.  Herring 
served  as  its  first  Superintendent.  Mr.  Morrison  H  Caldwell, 
Elder  in  the  First  Church,  taught  the  Men's  Bible  Class  for 
manv  years. 

When  Dr.  \Y.  C.  Alexander  became  pastor  of  the  First 
Church  in  IS!))  he  saw  the  possibilities  not  only  for  a  Sunday 
School  but  also  for  a  church  in  this  new  community,  and  with 
the  help  of  the  Session  and  consecrated  members  of  the  First 
Church  steps  were  taken  to  secure  the  establishment  of  this 
church. 

Through  the  zeal  of  Dr.  Alexander,  funds  amounting  to 
$1,500.00  were  subscribed  for  this  building.  This  amount  was 
later  raised  to  $2,000.00. 

Cannon  Mills  gave  a  lot  and  $400.00,  and  contributions  from 
1.  W.  Cannon  and  brother,  D.  F.  Cannon,  R.  \Y.  Allison,  Mrs.  J. 
M.  (  )dell,  Mr.  John  McGill  of  Philadelphia,  together  with  small- 
er gifts  from  other  friends,  made  possible  the  building  of  the 
first  unit.     The  first  preaching  service  was  held  January  1,  1898. 

Rev.  A.  K.  Pool,  a  recent  graduate  of  Louisville  Theological 
Seminary,  was  secured  as  Supply.  His  pastorate  also  included 
Forest  Hill,  Beulah,  and  Patterson  Mill,  all  supported  by  the 
First  Church.  Mr.  Pool  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Charles  F. 
Rankin. 

At  the  spring  meeting  of  Concord  Presbytery  in  Mooresville 
April  15,  1898,  a  petition  was  presented  asking  that  the  church, 
be   organized,   and    the    following   committee    was    appointed    to 
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carry  this  out:  Rev.  C.  Miller,  Rev.  C.  F.  Rankin,  Elder  D.  F. 
Cannon.  This  organization  took  place  on  lune  4,  1898  with 
seventy-five  charter  members,  and  the  name  "Cannonville 
Church"  adopted.  The  Sunday  School  which  had  numbered 
about  sixty  took   on   new  life  and  reached  an   enrollment  of   125. 

In  June  1901,  the  Trustees  of  the  First  Church  transferred 
the  property  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Cannonville  Church. 

ddie  name  "Cannonville  Church"  was  later  changed  to  "Sec- 
ond Presbyterian  Church." 

The  present  Manse  was  built  in  190]  and  enlarged  and  im- 
proved in  1927,  the  latter  at  a  cost  of  $1,900.00,  the  gift  of  Mr. 
C.  A.  Cannon.  Elder  in  the  First  Church. 

The  Sunday  School  and  Young  People's  Building  in  the  rear 
of  the  church  was  erected  and  a  heating  system  installed  in  1924 
at  a  cost  of  $4,000.00.  The  Young  Peoples'  Hut  was  replaced 
in  194]  by  a  well-equipped  Educational  Building,  winch  was 
dedicated  on  September  L0,  1950. 

Pastor — Rev.   A.    P.    Mo  ran. 

C<  immunicants — 1 50 

Sunday  School  enrollment — 122 

BAYLESS    MEMORIAL    CHURCH 

Sunday   School    1901-02  Church  organized   April    13,    1901 

The  work  at  Bayless  Memorial  Church  was  begun  during 
the  pastorate  of  Dr.  George  H.  Cornelson  who  realized  the  need 
of  a  Sunday  School  in  the  new  community  c  vat  d  by  the  build- 
ing of  Gibson  Mill.  This  Sunday  School  was  started  in  1901 
in  a  small  building  back  of  die  cemetery,  and  in  the  following 
summer  of  1902  a  young  Seminary  student,  Rev.  R.  P.  Bayless, 
was  secured  for  three  months.  Finder  his  leadership  a  Sunday 
School  known  as  Westminster  was  formally  organized.  Mem- 
bers of  the  First  Church  were  vitally  interested  in  this  work, 
and  among  those  who  taught  during  these  early  years  we  find 
the  names  of  Mrs.  Howard  Caldwell,  Mrs.  Edna  Kellersberger, 
Misses  Rose  Harris,  Geneva  Parks,  Rosa  Mund,  lean  .Maxwell, 
May  White,  Rosa  Phifer,  F.  C.  Niblock,  and  J.  J-  Barnhardt, 
with  Mr.  |ohn  Simpson.  Superintendent.  Mr.  Marshall  Corl 
of  the  First  Church  sent  a  hack  eveiw  Sunday  afternoon  to  take 
these  teachers  to  the  school. 

The  first  church  building  was  erected  in  1902  at  495  Allison 
Street,  and  in  1  !)<).">  the  name  "Westminster"  was  changed  to 
"Bayless  Memorial"  in  honor  of  the  young  man  whose  conse- 
crated life  and  Christian  service  were  largely  responsible  dur- 
ing his  short  ministry  for  the  rapid  growth  and  development  of 
this  Sunday  School  and  church. 

The  second  church  building  was  erected  on  North  Kerr 
Street  and  dedicated  in  1912,  and  a  well-equipped  Educational 
Building:  was  added  in  1938. 
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The  present  beautiful  brick  structure  was  built  during  the 
pastorate  of  Rev.  David  Blue  and  was  dedicated  at  Homecoming 
services  held  on  the  first  Sunday  of  October  1953. 

Present  minister — Rev.   David  Blue 

Communicants — '249 

Sunday   School   enrollment — 266 

COVENANT    CHURCH 

Sunday  School   Nov.  7,  1948  Church  organized  Feb.  11,  1951 

This  Sunday  School  and  church  were  one  of  the  results  of 
the  Program  of  Progress,  and  it  was  begun  and  brought  to 
completion  during  the  pastorate  of   Dr.  John    II.   McKinnon. 

A  rapidly  growing  section  on  South  Union  Street  presented 
a  great  challenge  which  was  taken  up  by  our  congregation. 
Rev.  Robert  Turner,  Presbytery's  Secretary  of  Home  Missions, 
was  called  upon,  and  through  him  the  services  of  Miss  Rosanna 
Barnes  were  secured  to  make  a  survey  of  the  field.  The  out- 
look was  promising  and  the  enthusiasm  great,  and  on  Novem- 
ber 7.  1948  the  first  Sunday  School  was  opened  in  the  old  Dove 
home  on   South    Union   Street   with  an  attendance  of  forty-three. 

Among  those  from  the  First  Church  who  seiwed  in  different 
capacities  were:  George  H.  Richmond,  [r.,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  C. 
Peden,  Mrs.  R.  M.  King,  Misses  Ellen  Niblock,  Minnie  Rankin, 
Kav  Whittle,  William  Cothran,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  K.  Hillman,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Lewis  Yarner,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Cannon,  Mr.  VV.  E.  Stewart, 
and  many  others  who  were  assisted  at  all  times  by  the  advice 
and  counsel  of  |.  A.  Cannon,  Maury  Richmond  and  George  F. 
Corl. 

In  1949  the  late  George  F.  Corl,  Deacon,  gave  a  lot  on  South 
Union  Street  for  the  church  building,  and  later  H.  \V.  Calloway, 
H.  \\  .  Calloway,  |r.,  and  P.  F.  Brown  gave  an  additional  lot  in 
the  reai",  entire  frontage  175  feet,  depth    100  feet. 

The  members  of  this  Sunday  School  were  determined  to 
have  a  permanent  building  oi  their  own,  and  tentative  plans 
were  presented  by  Mr.  Turner  which,  with  some  changes, 
were  adopted  by  the  building  committee  which  consisted  of 
Beverly  Eudy,  J.  A.  Cannon,  £_,.  M.  Richmond,  J.  K.  Hillman, 
Fred  Sides.  J.  A.  Hughes,  Mesdames  J.  A.  Hughes,  and  J.  K. 
Hillman. 

The  following  data  gives  some  idea  of  the  growth  and  com- 
pletion of  the  work,  but  its  spiritual  value  to  the  town  and  com- 
munity which  it   serves  can   only  be  measured  by   eternity: 

Cornerstone  laid  November  20,  1949 

Building  dedicated  January   21,    1951 

Church  organized  February  11.  1951.  Rev.  Stacv  Farrior, 
formerly  of  our  China  Mission,  who  became  Supply  Pastor  on 
October  1,  1950  was  called  and  installed  the  day  the  church  was 
organized. 
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The  building-,  with  furnishings,  was  erected  at  an  approxi- 
mate cost  of  $27,000.00. 

Memorial  gifts  include  the  pews  given  by  Mr,  and  Mrs.  J. 
A.  Cannon  in  memory  of  Mr.  Cannon's  parents.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
D.  F.  Cannon;  the  chancel  furniture  given  by  Miss  Maggie 
Barnhardt  in  memory  of  her  mother,  Mrs.  Sallie  Earnhardt ;  the 
Pulpit  Bible  presented  by  B.  E.  Harris.  Jr..  in  memory  of  his 
father,  Brevard  E.  Harris;  the  Communion  Service  given  by  the 
Misses  White  in  memory  of  their  sister.  Miss  May  White:  the 
organ  and  chimes  given  by  Archie  Pounds  in  memory  of  his  sis- 
ter, Mrs.  Hattie  Pounds  Efird  ;  the  silver  urn  given  by  the  chil- 
dren of  the  Sunday  School  in  memory  of  George  F.  Corl  ;  the 
Baptismal  Font  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  K.  Hillman  in 
memory  of  Marshall  Dean  Ross. 

This  work  was  brought  to  fruition  largely  through  the  zeal 
and  untiring  efforts  of  Dr.  McKinnon.  He  conducted  preach- 
ing services  every  Sunday  night  until  October  1950;  gave  a 
series  of  talks  on  the  origin  and  meaning  of  the  name  "Cove- 
nant" Church,  and  was  the  guiding  hand  in  both  Sunday  School 
and  all  committee  meetings. 

Tribute  must  also  be  paid  to  Rev.  Robert  Turner  who,  as 
Presbytery's  representative,  presented  tentative  plans  for  the 
building  and  gave  constant  supervision  and  advice  while  it  was 
under  construction. 

Mr.  Farrior,  ably  assisted  by  Mrs.  Farrior.  has  guided  this 
congregation  into  true  Presbyterian  standards.  The  communi- 
cants now  number  approximately  105  with  a  Sundav  School  en- 
rollment of  IdO. 

VIII — In  The  Service  of  The  King 

"He  that  winneth   souls   is  wise." 

Charles  Lynnwood  Brown 

Mr.  Brown  met  with  the  Session  in  August  1936  and  an- 
nounced his  desire  to  enter  the  Gospel  ministry.  He  was  given 
the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  and  a  short  time  later  accepted  by 
Concord  Presbytery.  He  graduated  from  Davidson  College 
in  193?  and  then  entered  Union  Theological  Seminary,  finish- 
ing in  1940.  He  received  the  Moses  D.  Hoge  Fellowship  which 
gave  him  an  additional  year  of  study  and  a  Master  of  Theology 
degree. 

He  then  went  as  Chaplain  to  the  Presbyterian  students  at 
the  I  niversitv  of  Tennessee,  and  after  a  little  more  than  a  year 
entered  the  Chaplaincy  in  the  U.  S.  Army  in  1943.  Mr.  Brown 
later  served  as  Regimental  Chaplain  of  the  511th  and  50-±th 
Parachute  Infantry  Regiment  in  Italy,  France.  Belgium,  and 
German}".  He  received  the  Bronze  Star,  the  Purple  Heart,  and 
the    Belgian    Fourrae~ere.      After   his    discharge    in    19-1-6    he   be- 


105 


came  Pastor  of  the  White  Memorial  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Raleigh,  where,  with  his  wife,  the  former  Rowena  K.  S.  Coleman, 
a.;d  two  children,  he  is  still  preaching  the  unsearchable  riches 
of  Christ. 

Einer  Lee  Chaney,  Jr. 

Elmer  Lee  Cane}.  Jr.  received  his  elementary  education  in 
Concord  at  the  Clara  Harris  School,  finishing"  with  an  excellent 
record.  After  graduating'  from  High  School  he  entered  David- 
con  College  in  the  fall  of  1952  intending  to  major  in  music,  but 
God  hid  other  plans  for  him  and  he  heard  and  answered  the  call 
to  the  Gospel  ministry.  He  united  with  the  First  Church  by 
certificate  from  Epworth  Methodist  Church  on  March  29,  1953, 
and  the  Session,  knowing  his  desire  to  enter  the  ministry,  recom- 
mended him  to  Concord  Presbytery.  He  was  accepted  by  th  it 
body  on  July  1-1.  1953,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  Junior  class 
at  Davidson  College. 

William  Creighton  Peden  III 

W.  Creighton  Peden  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  C.  Peden. 
jr.,  the  former  an  Elder  in  the  hirst  Church.  Creighton  also 
received  his  elementary  education  at  the  Clara  Harris  School 
aid  was  an  honor  graduate  of  the  High  School  Class  of  1953. 
Prom  boyhood  he  ha->  been  positively  identified  villi  the  work 
of  the  Church,  and  has  represented  the  young  people  at  many 
important  conferences  and  assemblies.  His  desire  to  enter  the 
ministry  crystallized  into  a  definite  decision  early  in  1954.  He 
met  with  the  Session  on  lanuarv  ill  and  being  officially  recog- 
nized as  a  candidate  for  the  ministry,  was  received  by  Concord 
Presbytery  at  the  spring  meeting  held  at  Bayless  Church  on 
April  20,  L95-L     He  is  now  a  Sophomore  at  Davidson  College. 

LAURA  MAY  PITTS,  R.  N. 
Missionary  to  Chunju,  Korea 

Miss  Pitts  was  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  A.  Pitts  and 
one  of  a  large  family  of  children,  all  of  whom  were  members  of 
the   First    Presbyterian    Church. 

From  childhood  Miss  Pitts  was  interested  in  the  care  of  the 
sick  and  unfortunate,  and  when  only  sixteen  years  of  age.  ap- 
plied for  admission  to  a  hospital  to  study  nursing,  but  circum- 
stances caused  her  to  defer  this  training  until  she  was  twenty- 
one.  She  then  spent  eleven  years  in  private  nursing  in  Salis- 
burv.  Greensboro,  Charlotte,  and  Spartanburg.  The  desire  to 
give  her  life  in  service  on  the  foreign  field  grew  stronger  dur- 
ing these  years,  and  upon  being  appointed  to  Korea,  she  sailed 
for  the  mission  on  July  27.  1910  and  was  associated  with  Dr. 
T.  H.  Daniel  at  Chunju.  She  at  once  applied  herself  diligently 
to  the   study  of  the   language  and  began   instructing  a  class   of 
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Korean  women  in  hand  work.     Miss  Pitts  was  supported  by  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church,  Charlotte,  X.  C. 

In  February  1911,  less  than  a  year  after  she  reached  the 
foreign  field,  she  accompanied  Airs.  Xesbit  on  a  horseback  trip 
to  Kwag-ju  where  Mrs.  Xesbit  taught  a  class  of  Korean  wo- 
men. That  night,  seemingly  untired  after  the  long  ride,  she 
went  quietly  to  sleep  and  awoke  in  the  presence  of  the  King. 

"He  that  loseth  his  life  for  my  sake  shall  find  it." 

EUGEXF  R.  KELLERSBERGER,  M.  D.,  D.T.M.  and  H. 

Among  the  people  who  have  been  associated  with  our  church 
none  have  exerted  a  more  lasting  impression  than  "the  Kellers- 
bergers"   as   they   are   affectionately   called. 

Dr.  Kellersberger  with  his  wife,  Edna  Bosche  Kellersberger, 
came  to  Concord  in  the  summer  of  1913  on  a  visit  to  hei  sis- 
ter, Mrs.  Ear]  H.  Brown.  Alert  to  ever)-  opportunity  for  ser- 
vice, Airs.  Kellersberger  taught  in  the  Home  Church  and  Mis- 
sion Sunday  Schools,  and  Dr.  Kellersberger  organized  a  Sunday 
School  class  of  boys,  among  them  Greenlee  Caldwell,  Frank 
Pounds,  "Buster"  Brown,  Archie  Goodman,  Martin  Foil,  and 
others,  lie  took  these  boys  on  hikes  and  swimming  parties,  and 
even  rescued  one  from  drowning  when  he  fell  into  Rocky  River. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Kellersberger  sailed  for  Africa  in  1916  and  he 
served  there  as  a  medical  missionary  unit!  L940.  Circumstances 
drew  his  attention  especially  to  the  devastation  made  by  "Sleep- 
ing Sickness"  and  he  gave  time  and  research  to  that  disease  and 
its  cure.  In  L922  he  received  his  diploma  in  Tropical  Medicine 
from  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  London, 
England.  Through  the  years  he  and  Mrs.  Kellersberger  had 
kept  in  touch  with  members  of  this  congregation  by  letters  and 
visits.  While  on  furlough  Mrs.  Kellersberger  died  in  this 
country.  Dr.  Rowan  conducted  the  funeral  service  in  the  First 
Church  and  her  body  was  laid  to  rest  in  Oakwood  Cemetery. 

Inlia  Lake  Kellersberger,  Dr.  Kellersberger's  second  wife, 
was.  and  still  is,  a  dynamic  helpmeet  in  all  his  work.  The  ap- 
palling conditions  of  lepers,  not  only  in  Africa  but  throughout 
the  world,  claimed  their  study  and  sympathy.  Together  they 
founded  the  Bibangu  Agricultural  Leper  Colony  and  planted 
the  first  chaulmoogra  trees  ever  to  be  cultivated  in  Africa. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Kellersberger  made  a  world  tour  (described  in 
their  book  the  "Doctor  of  the  Happy  Landings")  of  leper  col- 
onies, and  were  known  as  "  I  )octor-not-afraid-to-touch-us."  Mrs. 
Kellersberger  is  at  present  working  on  a  book  describing  some 
of  her  missionary  experiences. 

Dr.  Kellersberger  has  been  a  delegate  to  the  World  Leprosy 
Congresses  at  Cairo,  Havana,  and  Madrid.  He  returned  to  this 
country  in  1940  and  seiwed  as  General  Secretary  of  the  Ameri- 
can   Leprosv   Mission.   Inc.,  with  offices  in   New  York,  until  his 
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retirement    in   January    L954.      Dr.    and    Mrs.    Ivellersberger   are 
now   living"  in  Melbourne,  Florida. 

Their  life  of  devoted  Christian  service  will  always  be  a 
challenge  and  inspiration  to  those  who  have  known  them. 
Through  the  years  thev  have  had  many  rewarding  and  thrill- 
ing experiences,  but  doubtless  their  greatest  joy  and  satisfac- 
tion comes  from  the  knowledge  that,  through  their  ministry, 
broken  bodies  have  been  brought  back  to  health  and  degraded 
souls  made  new  creatures  in  Christ    [esus. 


IX — Memorials 


This  church  has  been  richly  blessed  in  the  memorials  given 
tii  the  Glory  of  Cod.  and  in  loving  memory  of  the  dear  ones 
vho  have  passed  into  the  light. 

The  oldest  memorial  is  the  Baptismal  Font,  the  gift  of  Dr. 
C.  M.  Payne,  and  on  it  are  inscribed  the  words.  "In  Memoriam, 
the   Beloved  Dead  of  Rev.  C.   M.  Payne.   L886." 

The  Pulpit  and  Canopy.  Prie-dieu,  Chancel  chairs  and  Hymn 
Board  are  a  memorial  to  lohn  Phifer  Allison,  given  by  Annie 
Craige  Allison. 

The  Communion  Table  and  Service  were  given  by  Annie 
Craige  Allison  in  memory  of  Robert  Washington  Allison  and 
\nne   Phifer  Allison. 

The  Church  Pews  were  presented  by  Mrs.  Xannie  Ervin 
Young  in  memory  of  her  mother.  Margaret  .Moss   Ervin. 

The  Silver  Vases  in  the  Chancel  are  in  memory  of  A.  [ones 
Yorke,  given  by  his  children.  Alice  B.  Yorke  (Mrs.  John  D. 
Baker)   and  A.  Jones  Yorke. 

The  Pulpit  Bible  was  given  by  Mrs.  Kate  Gibson  Smith 
in  memory  of  her  mother,  Esther  Moss  Gibson,  1837-1904. 

The  Collection  Plates  are  a  memorial  to  Mr.  and  Mrs'.  J.  A". 
Sims  and  were  given  by  their  children. 

The  flags  in  the  Chancel  were  given  in  memory  oi  Mr.  P.  B. 
Eetzer  In-  his  sons. 

The  Skinner  Organ  was  the  gift  of  Mrs.  R  \Y.  Cannon  in 
memory  i)\  lames  \V.  Cannon.  It  has  thirty  stops.  Harp  and 
Chimes,  with  162?  speaking  pipes,  and  preparation  for  three  ad- 
ditional stops. 

The  Deagan  Chimes  were  given  bv  Nancy  Cannon  Stringfel- 
low  and  J.  Archie  Cannon  in  memory  of  their  parents,  Mary 
lane  and   David   Franklin   Cannon. 

The  Hymn  Books  in  the  church  were  given  by  the  Congre- 
gation in  appreciation  of  the  Benevolent  Society,  organized  in 
1845. 

The  furnishings  in  the  Beginners'  Room  of  the  Sunday 
School  were  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  T.  Hartsell  in  memory 
of  their  children,  Robert  Young  Hartsell  and  Xanev  Moss  Hart- 
sell. 
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The  furnishings  in  the  Cradle  Roll  Department  were  given 
bv  Mr.  Ernest  Porter  in  memory  of  his  wife.  Frances  Craven 
Porter. 

The  furnishings  in  the  Ladies'  Parlor  of  the  Sunday  School 
were  presented  by  Mrs.  Pearl  Yorke  Howard  in  memory  of  her 
husband.  Aaron  Jones  Yorke. 

The  desk  and  chair  in  the  Pastor's  Study  were  given  in  mem- 
ory of  Air.  and  Mrs.  J.  Y.  Pharr  by  their  children  and  Mr.  Sam 
Stewart  of  Charlotte."  X.  C. 

The  Visual  Aid  Equipment  was  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy 
C.  Crooks  and  Mrs.  L.  D.  Coltrane  III  in  memory  of  Roy  C. 
Crooks.  Jr.   (World  War  11). 

The  Flower  Board  was  presented  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  E. 
Ridenhour.  lr..  in  memorv  of  their  son.  Robert  E.  Ridenhour  111 
(World  War  II). 

The  Cross  in  the  Sanctuary  was  given  in  memory  of  Dr. 
I.  C.  Rowan  bv  Mrs.    [ohn   D.  Baker. 


X— Gifts 


The  Spire,  towering  L85  feet,  was  the  gift  of  Mr.  John  H. 
Todd.  Xew   York  City. 

The  beautiful  chandeliers  in  the  Sanctuary  were  the  gift  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  C.  Barnhardt,  Sr. 

The  Knabe  grand  piano  in  the  choir  loft  was  given  by  Eaura 
McGill  Cannon   Mattes. 

The  chairs  in  the  Crier  Bible  Class  Room  were  the  gift  of 
Mrs.  Joseph   F.  Cannon. 

The  clock  in  the  church  steeple  was  the  gift  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  F.  Cannon. 

The  oil  paintings  in  the  drier  Bible  Class  Room  were  given 
respectively  bv   Mrs.   R.  S.  Young  and  Mrs.  C.  A.   Cannon. 

The  church  carpet  was  given  by  the  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
C.  A.   Cannon. 

The  Silver,  China  and  das  Range  for  the  kitchen  equipment 
were  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Cannon,  jr. 

The  Crystal  was  given  bv  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  Sauvain. 

The  Cathedral  Clock  in  the  Church  School  Building  was  the 
gift  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  T.  Sprott. 

The  Altar  Mats  on  the  Communion  Table  were  the  gift  of 
Mrs.  R.  K.   Black. 

The  curtain  in  Fellowship  Hall  was  the  gift  of  Mrs.  R.  S. 
Young. 

The  silver  urns  were  the  gift  of  A.  Jones  Yorke  and  Mrs. 
Tohn   D.   Baker. 
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The  Pulpit  Bible  (A.  R.  V.)  was  given  by  Dr.  F.  C.  Mor- 
gan: " — to  the  Glory  of  God  and  in  gratitude  to  God  for  my 
father.  1  deemed  this  also  singularly  appropriate  inasmuch  as  it 
was  he  who  preached  the  first  sermon  in  the  present  church  ed- 
ifice." 

Additional  Church  Hymnals  were  presented  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Leslie  J.  Correll. 

The  piano  in  the  Sanctuary  was  given  by  Mr,  and  Mrs.  H.  M. 
Grey. 

The  amplifiers  at  the  Lectern  and  in  the  Pulpit  were  also  the 
gift  of   Mr.  and    Mrs.    H.   M.   Grey. 

The  R.  C.  A.  three-speed  Record  Player  and  collection  of 
records  were  given  by  the  McKinnon  Sunday  School  class. 

XI — Chronological  List  of  Pastors  and 
Supply  Pastors 

1.      Rev.  John   Robinson,   1).   I),  held  services  occasionally  until 

about    LS20 
3.      Rev.   Samuel   Caldwell.  Stated   Supply,  once  a  month   until 

1 S3 2-25 
3.      Rev.    Jesse    Rankin.    Stated    Supply    (Pastor    of     Salisbury 

Church)    1825-30 
1.      Rev.  John   M.   Krvin,  S.  S.   1832-3-4 
5.      Rev.    James    Elijah    Morrison    1835    (half    to    Concord    and 

Bethpage    until     L8393    then    whole    time    to    Concord    for 

eighteen   years   1835-1853) 
(i.     Rev.  Peter  Tinsley  Penick  1854-1860 
7.      Rev.   Robert   B.  Anderson,  Stated  Supply    1860-1861 
S.     Rev.    William     M.    Kilpatrick    1862-63    (conducted    funeral 

of  first   Confederate  soldier  killed) 
9.      Rev.   Robert  B.  Anderson   (second  time)    1865 
li).      Rev.  Ephraim   I  larding,   I).   D.  1866-1870 

11.  Rev.  Mr.  Tuttle,  Stated  Supply  Early  part  of  1871 

12.  Rev.   Luther   McKinnon,   I).   D.,   1S72-1883 
L3.      Rev.  C.  M.  Payne,  D.  D.,  1884-1894 

14.  Rev.  YV.  C.  Alexander.  D.  1).,  1894-1899 

15.  Rev.   George   H.  Cornelson.  D.   D..   1900-190' 

16.  Rev.   I.  M.  Grier,  D.  D.,  1908-1922 

17.  Rev.  j.  C.  Rowan.  D.  D..  1922-1931 

18.  Rev.  John  H.  Grey  II,  Stated  Supply  1930 

19.  Rev.  Myron  1.  Crocker,  D.  D..  Stated  Supply  1932-1933 
2(>.  Rev.  \V.  E.  Davis,  D.  D.,  1933-1936 

21.  Rev.   I.  C.  Rowan,  Stated  Supply   1936-1939 

32.  Rev.  K.  L  Foreman,  D.  D.,  Stated  Supply  1939-1940 

33.  Rev.   F.   C.    Morgan,   D.   D..    1940-1944 

34.  Rev.   K.    J.   Foreman,   D.   1)..  Stated   Supply    (second  time) 

1944-1945 
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25.  Rev.  John  H.  McKinnon,  D.  D..  1945-1952 

26.  Rev.  W.    H.   Eraser,  D.  D.,  Stated  Supply  April  1952-Sep- 

tember   1952 

27.  Dr.    Ernest    A.    Beaty,    Stated   Supply   September   1952-De- 

cember  1952 
2S.     Rev.  J.  M.  Murchison,  D.  D.,  January  1953 
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<  )   where  are    Kings  and  empires   now 

Of  old   that   went  and   came? 

But,   Lord,  Thy  Church  is  praying  yet, 

A   thousand  years  the  same. 


Unshaken  as  the  eternal  hills, 
Immovably  she  stands, 
A  mountain  that  shall  fill  the  earth, 
A   house   not   made  with  hands. 
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